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Vocational Context
You are a member of a theatre company that has been commissioned to produce an evening of monologue performances. The first part of the production will be made up of devised monologues. In this assignment you will participate in a series of teacher-led practical workshops exploring acting skills. You will then apply these skills to the creation and performance of a monologue for your devised character.
The work in this unit will also support units A2: Devising Plays, A5: Performing Plays and 1: Production Project.
	Task One: Skills Development
	Evidence 

	· Take part in weekly practical workshops developing vocal and movement acting skills.
· Apply vocal and movement skills to some basic improvisation exercises.

· This task will continue alongside Task Two and will be assessed in two workshops in the third week of the assignment.
	· Video of workshops
· Actor’s log and self-assessment
· Peer assessment
· Teacher observation

	

	You will be assessed for Task One using Grading Criteria 1: vocal exercises and 3: movement exercises.

To achieve a Pass you must

· Take part in vocal exercises and show some improvement in the use of vocal techniques (P1)
· Take part in movement exercises and show some improvement in body control (P3)
To achieve a Merit you must
· Take part in movement exercises and show some marked improvement in body control (M3)
To achieve a Distinction you must

· Take part in movement exercises and show complete body control (D3)

	
	


	Task Two: The Devised Monologue
	Evidence

	· Use picture stimuli to create a character which will then be explored through various solo and group settings and situations using the vocal and movement skills developed in Task One.
· Develop a monologue for the character from teacher-led exercises.
· Use hot-seating to demonstrate the depth of development of your character – this will take place in the second week of the assignment.
· Perform the monologue to an audience - this will take place at the end of the third week of the assignment.
	· Video of rehearsals and performance
· Actor’s log and self-assessment

· Peer assessment
· Teacher observation 

	

	You will be assessed for Task Two using Grading Criteria 1: vocal exercises, 2: vocal skills,    4: movement skills and 6: develop a character.  
To achieve a Pass you must

· Use vocal skills in a way that is appropriate to the role with some technical control (P2)
· Use movement skills appropriate to the interpretation of the role (P4)
· Develop a character and make decisions about interpretation (P6)
To achieve a Merit you must

· Take part in vocal exercises and apply improved vocal techniques within an acting role (M1)
· Use vocal skills in ways that demonstrate a good degree of technical control (M2)
· Use movement skills to demonstrate the ability to be physically at ease with the role (M4)
· Develop a character and make some considered decisions about interpretation (M6)
To achieve a Distinction you must

· Take part in vocal exercises and demonstrate appropriate vocal techniques within an acting role (D1)
· Demonstrate a strong technical command of vocal skills (D2)
· Use movement skills to demonstrate an embodiment of character (D4)
· Develop a character which shows some use of imagination and/or insight in the choices and decisions made about the interpretation (D6)


TIPS FOR COMPLETION OF THIS ASSIGNMENT
TASK ONE

· You should use the vocal and movement exercises as a way to improve your vocal skills and physical control.

· Push yourself in the way you follow the tasks – commit to them fully and don’t be put off by the strangeness of some of the exercises.

TASK TWO

· This is a chance for you to put the vocal and physical skills into practice in performance.

· Use the progress you made in Task One to give depth and detail to the way you play your devised character.

· Use voice and the way you use your body to make it clear that this character is not you.
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Vocational Context
You are a member of a theatre company that has been commissioned to produce an evening of monologue performances. The second part of the production will be made up of scripted monologues. In this assignment you will build on the work of the Devised Monologues assignment. You will apply acting skills to the development and performance of a monologue from an existing play.

The work in this unit will also support units A5: Performing Plays and 1: Production Project.

	Task One: The Rehearsal
	Evidence 

	· Chose from a selection of monologues from published play scripts.

· Research the character through reading the play and exploring its social, cultural and historical context.

· Rehearse the monologue alone and with partners under your own direction and through teacher-led exercises.

· Make a presentation to the group on the background to the play and the character – this will take place in the second week of the assignment.
	· Video and text of presentation

· Video of rehearsals 

· Actor’s log and self-assessment
· Teacher interview

	

	You will be assessed for Task One using Grading Criterion 5: exploring a role.

To achieve a Pass you must

· Demonstrate ways of exploring, researching and creating a character/role (P5)
To achieve a Merit you must

· Demonstrate responsive ways of exploring, researching and creating a character/role (M5)
To achieve a Distinction you must

· Demonstrate highly flexible and creative ways of exploring, researching and creating a character/role (D5)


	Task Two: The Performance
	Evidence 

	· Perform the monologue to an audience. In your performance you should demonstrate your understanding of the character and perform with commitment and focus. The performance will take place in the third week of the assignment.
	· Video of performance

· Actor’s log and self-assessment
· Audience feedback

· Teacher interview

	

	You will be assessed for Task Two using Grading Criterion 7: perform a role with understanding.

To achieve a Pass you must

· Perform a role showing moments of understanding in interpretation (P7)
To achieve a Merit you must

· Perform a role showing an understanding of the role in an interpretation that works (M7)
To achieve a Distinction you must 
· Perform a role that demonstrates a relatively consistent interpretation of the role with moments of insight (D7)


TIPS FOR COMPLETION OF THIS ASSIGNMENT
TASK ONE

· You will be given a choice of characters from various plays. When you have chosen one really take the time to read the play properly and see what you can learn about the character from it.

· Research the context of the play – what is it about, when was it written, what was going on in the world at the time that might be relevant to the play and the character.

· Use the chance of working with others to explore the character in more developed and imaginative ways – for example, devise scenes that put the character in a different place or time and see what happens to them and how they respond.

TASK TWO

· This is your opportunity to bring together all your ideas for the character and all the development you have made in your use of vocal and physical skills. 

· Think of ways that you can show your interpretation and your insights into the character in the way you structure and present the monologue, for example what sort of energy level might the character have and how would that affect the way you present the monologue.
· Really commit to your performance – focus, don’t be put off if anything goes wrong, don’t lose concentration.
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Vocational Context
You are a member of a theatre company that has been commissioned to produce an evening of short plays. In this assignment you will build on the work of the Devised and Scripted Monologues assignments. You will work with other performers to rehearse and perform a short play.

The work in this unit will also support units A5: Performing Plays and 1: Production Project.

	Task One: The Rehearsal
	Evidence 

	· Chose with your group from a selection of published play scripts.

· Research your character through reading the play and exploring its social, cultural and historical context.

· Develop your character in the context of the play through rehearsals with the other performers.

· In your group devise new scenes showing the same characters in different contexts – these scenes will be shown to the class in the third week of the assignment.
	· Video of rehearsals 

· Actor’s log and self-assessment
· Teacher interview

	

	You will be assessed for Task One using Grading Criteria 5: exploring a role and 6: develop a character.

To achieve a Pass you must

· Demonstrate ways of exploring, researching and creating a character/role (P5)
· Develop a character and make decisions about interpretation (P6)
To achieve a Merit you must

· Demonstrate responsive ways of exploring, researching and creating a character/role (M5)
· Develop a character and make some considered decisions about interpretation (M6)
To achieve a Distinction you must

· Demonstrate highly flexible and creative ways of exploring, researching and creating a character/role (D5)
· Develop a character which shows some use of imagination and/or insight in the choices and decisions made about the interpretation (D6)


	Task Two: The Performance
	Evidence 

	· Perform the play to an audience. In your performance you should demonstrate your ability to perform your role with commitment, imagination and attention to detail and to communicate your interpretation of the role to the audience. The performance will take place in the fourth week of the assignment.
	· Video of performance

· Actor’s log and self-assessment
· Audience feedback

· Teacher interview

	

	You will be assessed for Task Two using Grading Criteria 8: perform a role with commitment and 9: communicate with an audience.

To achieve a Pass you must

· Perform a role showing a handling of the role with minimal commitment (P8)
· Communicate with an audience with only occasional lapses of concentration (P9)
To achieve a Merit you must

· Perform a role that is handled with some thought and attention to detail and with some commitment (M8)
· Communicate with an audience for the majority of the performance and remain focused and engaged in the drama for most of the time (M9)
To achieve a Distinction you must

· Perform a role with commitment, imagination and some sense of ease (D8)
· Communicate effectively in performance and remain focused and engaged in the drama throughout. The performance successfully communicates a considered and integrated interpretation of the role (D9)


TIPS FOR COMPLETION OF THIS ASSIGNMENT
TASK ONE

· You can bring together the character-building work you did in the two monologue assignments and apply them to a more developed drama, in this case a short play or extract.

· Again, use research on the play and its times and context to understand the background to your character.

· Remember to use the people in your group to help develop your characters in relation to each other in the play and by experimenting with what they might be like outside the play.

TASK TWO

· Really focus on committing to your performance – keeping your focus, relaxing in the performance, showing how you have developed the role with imagination.

· Work with, and not against, the other performers – cooperate.

· Remember that the focus of the performance is the audience – you must communicate your ideas about the character and play to them, it’s not enough just to understand it yourself.
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