Edexcel Drama GCSE 2006 – Unit 2
Blood Brothers by Willy Russell
Please note:  there is 7.5 hours of workshop here.  (24 hour flu bug – 2005)  I have included the new bits.  I have shortened the ‘exploring being seven’ part this year.  I have included it all for anyone who wants to pick and chose.
Learning Aims: -



· To explore methods an actor might use to get to grips with ‘being seven’

· To approach text as a director: -

· To use explorative strategies to explore a scene 

· To use explorative strategies to explore character
· To explore use of space/staging/symbols 

Explorative Strategies: -


· Hot Seating
· Thought-Tracking

· Still Image

· Forum Theatre

· Children’s games

· Whole Group Picture

· Spontaneous Improvisation

· Class Discussion

· Marking the Moment

· Thought Angels

· Role Play

· Role-on-the-Wall

The drama medium: -
· The use of movement mime and / or gesture

· The use of voice

· The use of spoken language

The elements of drama: -
· Symbols

· Contrast

· Characterisation

· Conventions

· Forms

Prior to the workshop period, the group: -

·  Read the text

·  Discussed the themes and issues

·  Explored the historical and cultural context
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     Blood Brothers

Lesson 1  (50 minutes)

Learning Aim:

To explore methods an actor might use to get to grips with ‘being seven’ by 

sharing memories of that age
1. Introduction & Register (5mins)  

Class to copy down Keyword, Lesson Aim and homework
2. Read p22-3 – Mickey and Eddie’s first meeting (5 mins)

3. Class Discussion (5 mins)

How can you communicate this scene realistically with adults playing 7 year olds?  (To really act like a seven-year-old, an actor has to feel like a seven-year-old.  The script really helps.)

4. Individual Work  (5 mins)

Find a space.  Walk around the room.  As I count from 10 – 1, take yourself back to the age of seven. 

Skip around the room

Hop around the room

You are now in the playground.  As I count from 10 – 1 get into a still image either on your own or with others.  After I count from 5 – 1, the action begins.

5. Small Group Activity (10 mins)

Think back to when you were seven (Year 3/first year in Junior School). What was on TV?  What did you play in the playground?  What other memories do you have?  Share one or some of these with your group.  Remember to say how you felt at the time.

6.
      Class Discussion (15 mins)


      Share one memory each with the class.  Discuss.

7.
Recap on lesson.  Was the lesson successful in making you feel like a seven year-old?  If so how?  What contributions from other people really jogged a memory etc?

Homework

Write up working notebook

Lesson 2  (50 minutes)
Learning Aim:
To explore what it’s like to be seven years old through rehearsed improvisation

1. Introduction & Register (5 mins)  

Class to copy down Keyword, Lesson Aim and homework

2. High Energy Warm-up (5 mins)

Pirates (Bow, Stern, Port, Starboard)

3.
Short Relaxation/focusing exercise (5 mins)


Tense/relax 3 times.  Relax body bit by bit. Focus on the memories that were shared last lesson.  (Give examples)  Remember the feeling that had been created by the group by the end of the last lesson.

4. Small Group Activity (5 mins)


Devise a short improvisation depicting the memory of one person in your group.  

5.
Whole Class Activity  (15 mins)

                  Show and Evaluate.  (Evaluate scenes, characters, moments etc.  Relate to Blood Brothers scene.)

6.
Class Discussion (15 mins)

· Did the last exercise evoke any more memories?  

· What about feelings?  (Write on whiteboard.  Students to copy into books.)

· Are we any closer to remembering how it feels to be seven years old?

Homework

Write up working notebook

Lesson 3  (50 minutes)

Learning Aim:
To explore ‘being seven’ using Whole Group Picture, Thought-Tracking and Spontaneous Improvisation

Resources:   tape/CD player, Christmas music (if playing games that need it or children’s party music
1.
Introduction & Register (5 mins)  

Class to copy down Keyword, Lesson Aim and homework.  Discussion about what it was like playing in the playground at seven years-old, (and the differences for boys and girls)  What would have been there, (eg benches, hopscotch, netball posts etc)

2.
Students create the playground using blocks, chairs etc.

3.
Create Whole Group Picture.  Bring the picture alive, (Spontaneous Improvisation).

4.
Freeze the action.  Thought-Track students.

5.
Evaluate.

6.
Students perform their parts of the improvisation.  (Audience take notes – evaluate what aspects of role/situation remind you of being seven?

7.
Evaluate













Homework:  Write up Working Notebook
Lesson 5  (50 minutes)

Learning Aims:
To explore ‘being seven’ using Relaxation and Party Games

1. Introduction & Register (5 mins)  
Class to copy down Keyword, Lesson Aim and homework

2. Detailed Relaxation/Focusing Exercise  (13 mins)

Listening to the sounds around you, (a) inside the room, (b) outside the room.  (Focus on each)  Body filled with a light blue fluid.  Slowly it drains leaving you empty and relaxed.  (Talk slowly through each part of the body.)  Imagine you are seven again.  It’s the last day of term before Christmas – the day of the school Christmas party.  In the morning you can play with toys and games in class.  In the afternoon, there will be lots of party food and games.  

What are you wearing?  How do you feel?  Who do you want to sit with?

Slowly, slowly roll over and sit up.  As you do this you are seven years old. Take your time.

3.  
TIE – Mrs Jones (Year 3 Teacher) (25 mins)

Come on everybody.  Sit up straight.  We’re going to play our first game.  Farmer’s in his Den.  (Come on Nigel, sit up straight…etc.  Who wants to be the farmer?)  Play Farmer’s in his Den.  (Stay in role throughout).  Then play Musical Bumps and Musical Chairs.

4.
Whole Group Picture/Spontaneous Improvisation (2 mins)

Send the seven-year-old students one by one into the playground (Still-Image) for playtime.  Spontaneous Improvisation.  Freeze the action.  Thought-Track a few students.

5. Pair work  (5mins)


What feelings, ideas, body language etc has come from the exercises today.  Brainstorm these.

6. Class Discussion/Evaluation (10mins)

Lesson 6 & 7 (140 minutes)

Learning Aims:
To develop the scene where Mickey and Eddie first meet


1. Small Group Work  (20 mins)

In groups of three, work on the scene, (p22) where Mickey and Eddie first meet, From Mickey playing, then being bored, to ‘I don’t think so’. (p23).  One student to act as director.  The other two take the parts of M and E.

First: -


(a) Remember the work on ‘being seven’.  What will you take  from that and use here? (2 mins)

(b) Discuss what you think would be going on in each character’s head (and how this might change)

throughout the text.  Mark this on the texts. (5 mins)

(c) consider space and levels, pace, pause etc (3 mins)

Rehearse.  Give 5Mickey some time playing/getting bored (establish scene) before Eddie’s first line.

2.
Show. (20 mins)


Close and detailed evaluation of each scene. This may take some time.  (Director can give idea of considerations/what they were trying to achieve etc first)

3.
Same groups (10 mins)

4.
Rehearse again for 15 mins.  Students to 

5.
Forum Theatre  (10 – 15 mins)


Work on the scene, using different ideas/people to develop the scene.

6.
Class Discussion (5 mins)


Evaluation of today’s work: - best moments/most useful strategies/success at being seven etc

Homework:

1.  Write up working notebook      

Lesson 8

Lesson Aim: To ‘Mark the Moment’ that Mrs Johnstone has to make a final decision on whether to give the baby away, using Marking the Moment/Thought Angels/Symbolism.

1. Introduction & Register (5 mins)  
Class to copy down Keyword, Lesson Aim and homework

2.
Warm-up (5 Mins)

Moving Sculpture, (a physical focus on using space and levels.)  In a line running one at a time to join the other end/making shapes.  

3.
Class Reading and Discussion (10 mins)


Read the scene where Mrs Lyons comes to take one of the babies away.

How could we explore what is going on in Mrs Johnstone’s and Mrs Lyons’ mind during this scene.  Discuss possibilities.

4.
Small Group Work (10 mins)

 In groups of 3.  1 in the role of Mrs Johnstone or Lyons, the other 2 are the Thought Angels.  Show the indecision in Mrs Johnstone’s’ head using the Thought Angels.  Pay particular attention to how you use: -

· the space

· levels

· dialogue/sound

· body language

5.
Show and evaluate (10 mins)


Compare different styles.  What is communicated in each performance.  Most effective?  Why?

What other factors could enhance this performance.  What kind music would you use?  Why?  Lighting?  Chanting?  Whispering?  Drumming?  What different effect could each give?

6.
Pair work (10 mins)


Work on the scene where Mrs Lyons comes to take one of the babies away.

Homework

1.
Create a Role-on-the-Wall for either Mrs J or Mrs L

2.
(next lesson’s homework)  Do a piece of Writing-in-Role for either Mrs J or Mrs L.  (It would be more interesting if this took place sometime before the play starts)

Blood Brothers - Response Phase

The Response Phase is the first part of your Blood Brothers unit.  

Firstly, write the above title down.

Then, you need to write an evaluation of five of the following Explorative Strategies: -

1. Sharing memories (discussion)

2. Improvisation (of memories)

3. Whole Group Picture ‘in the playground’

4. Relaxation exercises/visualisation  (It’s the last day of the Christmas term…) 

5. Children’s party games

6. Thought Angels

1. Sharing memories

(a) State the aim of the lesson.  Eg:  The aim of the lesson was to share a strong emotional memory of being seven years old to explore what it really feels like to be seven.

(b) Explain briefly what we did.

(c) Describe your memory.  What feelings did it evoke.  Did it help you remember the feelings you had when you were seven?

(d) Describe someone else’s memory.  What feelings did it evoke.  Did it help you remember the feelings you had when you were seven?

(e) Describe someone else’s memory.  What feelings did it evoke.  Did it help you remember the feelings you had when you were seven?

(f) Evaluate how successful sharing memories was at exploring what it really feels like to be seven.  What did you learn overall?

2. Improvisation (of memories)

a) State the aim of the lesson.  Eg:  The aim of the lesson was to improvise one of the memories  of being seven years old that we discussed last lesson to explore what it really feels like to be seven.

b) Explain briefly what we did.

c) Describe your group’s work.  How successful you in acting as a seven-year-old?  Did it help you remember the feelings you had when you were seven?

d) Describe another group’s work.  How successful were they in acting as a seven-year-old?  Did it help you remember the feelings you had when you were seven?

e) Was there any group who were not convincing in ‘being seven’?  If so, evaluate why it was.

f) Evaluate how successful devising these improvisations were at exploring what it really feels like to be seven.  What did you learn overall?
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3. Whole Group Picture/Thought-Tracking/Spontaneous Improvisation ‘In the Playground’

b) State the aim of the lesson.  Eg:  The aim of the lesson was to use a  Whole Group Picture, Thought-tracking and Spontaneous Improvisation to explore what it really feels like to be seven.

c) Explain briefly what we did.

d) Describe what happened to your ‘seven-year-old during the Whole Group Picture.  How successful you in acting as a seven-year-old?  Did it help you remember the feelings you had when you were seven?

e) Describe other people’s work during the Whole Group Picture.  (This might be what you saw during the spontaneous improvisation, or what was discussed afterwards).   How successful were they in acting as a seven-year-old?  Did it help you remember the feelings you had when you were seven?

f) Evaluate how successful the Whole Group Picture/Spontaneous Improvisation was in exploring what it really feels like to be seven.  What did you learn overall?

4. Relaxation exercises/visualisation  (It’s the last day of the Christmas term…) 

a) State the aim of the lesson.  Eg:  The aim of the lesson was to use relaxation exercises/visualisation to explore what it really feels like to be seven.

b) Explain briefly what we did.

c) Describe your experience of this explorative strategy.  Did you feel really relaxed or did it not help you at all?  Did it help you remember the feelings you had when you were seven?  Did it bring back any memories?  

d) Describe other peoples’s experiences of this explorative strategy, (as discussed afterwards).  How successful were they in acting as a seven-year-old?  Did it help you remember the feelings you had when you were seven?

e) Evaluate how successful the Whole Group Picture/Spontaneous Improvisation was in exploring what it really feels like to be seven.  What did you learn overall?

This document is available in: -

Shared > students > Drama > GCSE > Coursework > Blood Brothers > Response Phase Guidelines.

There is also an example of what a good one looks like in Response Phase Example.

Good luck!

Coursework Notes for Drama UK

Response Phase:
Please see Response Phase Guidelines (below).  I do have a ‘guidance sheet’ for those who need greater help.  I don’t have this on my home computer.  Please let me know if you want this.

Development Phase:
Two of the following: -

· Detailed staging plan with notes

· Role-on-the-Wall of Mickey and/or Eddie

· Annotated script of Mickey and Eddie’s first meeting

(I have done Writing-in-Role in the past, but this wasn’t so successful with lower ability students)

The Scheme has worked well in terms of student grades, particularly low ability students.  Edexcel examiners have made very positive comments.

If you do decide to use this, I would be grateful for any feedback or successful developments you make.

Thanks,

Alex Galvin 

alex_galvin@talk21.com   (Underscore between the first two words.)
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