Durrington High School GCSE Drama

 Edexcel 1699

Paper One Unit Two

Blue Remembered Hills
Explorative Strategies

• Still Image

• Thoughts Aloud

• Soundscape

• Hotseating

• Cross cutting

• Marking the Moment

• Whole group role play

The Drama Medium

• The use of sound/music

• The use of space/levels

• The use of movement/mime/gesture

• The use of voice and spoken language

The elements of Drama

•  Students are given the opportunity to use as many elements as they wish.

Hour One

Students to find a space and walk around the room to focus themselves, students to adopt a character from BRH as they walk (can interact with others but must not make noise as they do so).  

Group discussion about the play – what have they discovered about the playwright, where is the play set?  What about the period it is set in?  Why is it set in 1943?  What does this mean for the characters?  

In groups of 4/5 students should create a soundscape to convey 1943.  Spotlight and evaluate.

In pairs, still image to convey relationship between Audrey and Angela – thoughts aloud.  Relationship between Donald and Peter, Peter and John.  

How do we convey seven year old children without appearing too young?  Walking around the space as seven year olds – think about movements and mood.  

In a space – come up with a gesture and a phrase to symbolise a seven year old child from current times – now do the same to convey a seven year old from 1943.  

Discussion – how did they differ?

Hour Two

Using the body language of a child and keeping the exaggerated movements – try now to stage the scene where the children are chasing the squirrel – must convey the excitement.

Staging of a section of the final scene – focussing on their panic.

Perform and evaluate

Hour Three

Donald at home – cross cut with Audrey at home.  Spotlight and evaluate.

Hotseating of different characters.

Scene in mime with music – the police breaking the news to Donald’s parents – how do they react?  Are they upset?  Can flashback to Donald at home to show what used to happen.  Could also show Donald’s dad captured by the japs.  Spotlight and evaluate.

Hour Four

Fifteen Years Later.

How do they deal with the massive secret they have kept?  This would be 1958 – what changes have they seen?  How have their characters been affected by what happened to them as children?  They would be 22 – what did 22 year olds do in that time?  

Could show this as a nightmare – must use the text/ movements/ gestures/ phrases/ flashbacks.

Could show a character  in the day coping with their life as though unaffected but haunted in their sleep by long ago faces and images?

Hours Five and Six

Rehearsal time 

Perform and evaluate

