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TASK 1

The girls conspire

In your group, you were asked to imagine that you were Betty, Abigail, Mercy and Mary in Act One.  The adults had just left the room and you were left alone.  How did you behave in this role-play?  What did you choose to show?  Did you keep up the pretence of having been bewitched, or did you develop the conspiracy a bit more?  Describe the scene that you created.

Consider: what you understood about the characters from the play (characterisation), use of language, voice, space

TASK 2

John Proctor and Abigail

You were asked to choose 5 lines from the section of script in Act One between Proctor and Abigail.  Which lines did you choose and why?

How did you choose to perform those lines and why?

Consider: use of voice, space, levels, movement gesture

TASK 3

The girls’ curiosity

You were asked to imagine that you were children at a sleep over or camping out for the night.  Describe the scene that you created.

Consider: use of voice, spoken language, space, how you created mood/atmosphere

In Act One, Abigail is cornered into confessing what they did in the woods, she gets out of this by passing the guilt on to Tituba.  You were asked to use the previous exercise to show the children being caught.  How did you choose to show this?

Consider: use of climax/anti-climax, moments of tension, marking the moment

TASK 4

Abigail’ thoughts

You were asked to create an abstract piece of theatre based on Hale’s speech before Abigail confesses (Act One), showing Abigail’s thoughts and using a drum to punctuate the action.

Describe the piece of theatre that you created.

Consider: use of thought-tracking, sound, climax/anti-climax, rhythm, pace

TASK 5

Elizabeth and John

You were given a section of script and were asked to write the characters’ thoughts underneath their lines.  (Ensure that you keep your section of script.)

How did this exercise help you to understand the characters, their thoughts and motivation and their relationship with each other?

TASK 6

Elizabeth’s nightmare

You were asked to create an abstract piece of theatre, using sections of script from Act Two, showing Elizabeth’s nightmare whilst she is in her cell.

Describe the scene that you created, including some examples of lines chosen and why you chose them.

Consider: use of pace, rhythm, climax/anti-climax, voice, spoken language, what you wanted to convey to your audience

TASK 7

Hot-seating Elizabeth

You hot-seated a member of the group as Elizabeth.  What did you discover about her character?  Is this an effective way of exploring a script?  Why?

TASK 8

Image of Elizabeth’s choice

You were asked to create an image of Danforth, Elizabeth, Proctor and Abigail at the point when Elizabeth is asked why she dismissed Abigail.  Draw your image in the box and write below what you were trying to say to the audience.

Consider: use of space, levels, gesture


The actor playing Elizabeth then stepped out and explained the situation to the audience, using narration.  What did she say?  Was this an effective way of understanding the character and the scene?

TASK 9

Forum theatre

You were given a sheet with a description of one of the characters.

Describe the character you were given and their predicament.

You then took part in a ‘forum theatre’ style scene.  Forum theatre is a style in which members of the audience can get up and take over the parts, adding their thoughts and ideas to the action.  How effective was this style in exploring the different characters, their predicaments and the issues of the play as a whole?

TASK 10

You were put into groups and given copies of the last few pages of the play.  Your task was to use the script to present your interpretation of this section.

You were asked to consider using: still image, thought-tracking, marking the moment, narration, slow motion, split scene, costume, music/sound, set/props and symbols.

Use the space below to make notes about your ideas, how they developed and (most importantly) what you wanted to say to your audience.
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