Reverend Parris

Parris was one of the main accusers during the Salem witch trials.  This may have been partly because he genuinely believed in witchcraft, but revenge certainly also played a part.  He had a very high opinion of himself and believed he deserved respect without the need to earn it.  John Proctor had always openly despised him, failing to attend his sermons and regularly speaking out against him.

However, at this point he is scared.  His niece, Abigail, has robbed him and run away and news has reached him of riots in another town where accusations have occurred.  Now that good, respected people of the town of Salem are due to be hanged (not the usual drunkards and homeless), he fears for is own life.  Where none of these good people are confessing their guilt, the townsfolk are starting to wonder if they are innocent after all.  When leaving his house, on this day, he finds a dagger stuck into his front door.

You, as Parris, must try to persuade John Proctor to confess to witchcraft.  If he does so, he will save his own life and take the pressure off you.  If a proud man like Proctor confesses, others may also feel able to do so.  Proctor has two sons and his wife is pregnant, this may help you to persuade him.  She is also due to hang if she doesn’t confess.

How are you going to persuade him?

Deputy-Governor Danforth

By this time, Danforth had put around 400 people into jail and condemned 72 to hang.  He took his job, the law and his religion very seriously.  He may now have doubts as to the guilt of the accused, but he would certainly never say so out loud and probably never even admit it to himself.  To confess that he had made a mistake would, in his eyes, undermine the law and cause greater damage than hanging innocent men and women.  Even if he believed that they were innocent, he could never pardon them as 12 had already been hanged for the same crime.  However, he is not a sadist.  He does not want these people to die, he wants them to confess their witchcraft and ‘return to God’.

You, as Danforth, must try to persuade John Proctor to confess.  If he confesses then people will not doubt your judgement.   Also, as Proctor is well respected, he may encourage others to confess.  You fear that, if these ‘good’ people hang, there will be a rebellion in the town (as there have been in other places where similar things have occurred).  You must get Proctor to sign a confession of guilt.  Proctor has two sons and his wife is pregnant with a third.  Once the child is born, if she doesn’t confess, she will also hang.

How are you going to persuade him?

Reverend John Hale

Hale was an intellectual man who specialised in witchcraft and saw it as an exact science.  To begin with, he fully believed the accusations made by the girls, but soon came to doubt the truth of them.  He was horrified to see so many innocent people accused and was powerless to stop it.  His guilt, knowing that he had been instrumental in encouraging the accusations, consumed him.

After having quit the court, he has now returned, desperate to stop innocent people from hanging.  He has tried to persuade Danforth that they are innocent, but won’t be listened to.  He knows that the only way they will be saved is to confess.  As a man of God, he would suffer the guilt if they died, so would rather that they lie by confessing.

You, as Hale, must try to persuade John Proctor to confess.  Proctor has two sons and his wife is pregnant with a third.  Once the child is born, if she doesn’t confess, she will also hang.  You may also argue that, as he is respected, if he confesses, others may also do the same (such as Rebecca Nurse).  Finally, you know that Proctor committed lechery, so you may wish to encourage him to live, in order to make up for that sin before he dies.

How are you going to persuade him?

John Proctor

Proctor, though a kind, respected and strong man, was also deeply troubled.  About a year previously, Proctor had sex with Abigail, the girl who accused his wife of witchcraft.  He suffered the guilt of the action and, on top of that, the knowledge that his wife will hang because of Abigail’s accusations.  He now faces the decision of whether or not to confess to witchcraft.  This is the only way he can save his life.

If he doesn’t confess, he will hang within the hour.  If he does confess, he will lose all self-respect and the respect of others.  He also knows that 12 other people have already hanged because they refused to confess to such an outrage.  In his eyes, they died with clean souls.

However, as Proctor committed lechery, he knows that he won’t die a perfect soul, as he has already sinned.  If he were to confess, it would just be one more lie.  But Proctor is desperate for self-respect, this is what he wants more than anything else.  If he confesses (and his confession is nailed to the church door for all to see), and such a woman as Rebecca Nurse hangs, he knows he will never respect himself again.

As John Proctor, you must decide.

