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Edexcel Drama GCSE

Paper 1, Unit 1
‘The dead are more alive’

Stimuli/Texts used:

· ‘Guernica’ - Pablo Picasso

· Quote by Pablo Picasso

· Song, with lyrics, ‘A Las Barricadas’ (Spanish Civil War)

· Quote attributed to Lorca

· Various Spanish posters of the Civil War & WWII (another Spanish Civil war song accompanied these posters)
· Photograph of the town of Guernica after the 1937 blitz

· Poem by Herbert Read

· Extract from ‘Blood Wedding’ – Lorca
Copies of all texts are attached. Songs were short mp3 files.

These texts were all presented in the form of a PowerPoint as no photocopying of resources is currently allowed at the Centre. The students also had access to a large print of Picasso’s ‘Guernica’ and printed copies of his quote. After the initial showing, the students were allowed to use the PowerPoint for themselves and scroll through to see what they wanted.
AO1:

Explorative strategies used throughout – Still Image; Hot-seating; Cross-cutting; Role-play; Thought-tracking; Angels and Devils
AO2:

Basic script; Consideration & design for set/lights/costume; Consideration & practice of action/plot/content, forms, climax/anti-climax, conventions, characterisation etc.

AO4:

Class discussion & evaluation of work (ongoing & final); Evaluate own work & work of others; Consideration of context for each group piece (s/c/h elements)
RESPONSE PHASE I (1 hour) 
AO1
Texts were shown using PowerPoint. Students were encouraged to use Drama Notebooks to record details of PowerPoint and for note-taking.

Teacher discussed with class what linked the texts. Two different wars were represented – Spanish Civil War & WWII; links were various – Spain, men dying, loss of life, women mourning, bombing, Guernica etc. Overall theme was loss of life through war.
The class were asked to get into groups of 3-5 and discuss their reactions/responses to the stimuli/texts. Students discussed the texts in detail. They were asked to identify any links in the texts and to look deeply into each text to find different layers of meaning that could be used in their explorative work. The class were asked to prepare up to 3 Still Images of their early ideas to present to the class towards the end of the session.
RESPONSE PHASE II (1 hour)
AO1
Brief review of previous session. Students asked to return to groups and select various additional Explorative Strategies to further investigate their own ideas/responses. Hot-seating was specifically encouraged at this stage to deepen understanding of role/character/situation. 

Students were encouraged to use the digital cameras available to document their work in this phase & present it in their portfolios.
DEVELOPMENT PHASE I (1 hour)
AO2
The students are required to develop an idea from the previous sessions and, using the Elements of Drama and Drama Medium, turn this into a full piece of drama. Students asked to consider use of levels, pace, tension etc to enhance their work and give it more meaning. It is suggested that students use props/lighting/sound as much as possible and specifically consider how these can be used in a symbolic way. (Simple props, studio lights, CD player etc made available for use and groups continued their work in a very focused way. Resources such as lighting etc were shared by groups.)

Students reminded to use Notebooks to document their work for their portfolios.
DEVELOPMENT PHASE II (1 hour)
AO2
As Development Phase I, but with an emphasis on completion of ideas in preparation for performance and evaluation next session. Again, students used lights/props/music etc and worked together so that a member from a different group would be able to operate lights/sound during performance of work. Cue sheets written by some. Students reminded to use Notebooks to document their work for their Portfolios.

EVALUATIVE PHASE I (1 hour)

AO4
To see all groups’ pieces of work. The rest of the class were asked to consider the Explorative Strategies in evidence in each piece of work and also the use of Elements of Drama and Drama Medium.

By the time evaluation of the work had been added this took well in excess of the hour! Some group pieces were very well developed and took longer to perform than anticipated. It was decided that each group should prepare a summative scene of their drama for presentation in the following session so that all pieces could be recorded & evaluated within the single session.

EVALUATIVE PHASE II (1 hour)
AO4
All work is seen and evaluated by the class. This time, groups are asked to identify their main stimuli for the work and to select a section of their work which they consider most indicative of the whole of their piece. After each piece is seen the rest of the class will orally evaluate the work. Students are again encouraged to take notes for their Portfolios. (This is the lesson presented on the video for Unit 1.)
Audience/class Observation Focus for use in Evaluation: How effectively have the group planned their drama to - 

a) have meaning for an audience

b) use Elements of Drama/Drama Medium/Explorative Strategies
and

c) how well/effectively have they used their chosen stimulus/stimuli?
