Guidance for GCSE students  - Writing Portfolio 

The following are the basic notes from which you would write under the various headings in your portfolio!
	What I did in class
	Response
	Development
	Evaluation

	We discussed the stimulus in whole group with teacher. She put our ideas on board. (or we did a brain storm/mind map)
	What was discussed? What did YOU add to the discussion? What ideas for drama did you have? (eg whole scenes or moments from scenes). Thinking about the subject – what sort of response did you personally have to the stimulus? What did it/they make you feel or think about?
	Any initial ideas about drama – eg character(s), scene(s), still images etc can be inserted here. 
What ideas do you feel will work? What ideas do you feel won’t work? – Why? Why not?
	

	Teacher set an exercise to produce a series of Still Images on Theme – she asked us to add a title for each.
	We looked at the theme of… in the following ways. 

I liked the idea of… because it…
We found difficulty with showing… because

Our ideas were concerned with… 

We chose those particular moments because…

We wanted to show…

Images/photos can be used here to give your initial ideas – you can include information/commentary on them.


	The ones I felt were best to develop into drama were… because…
The ones I didn’t feel would work as well if we developed them were… because…

Comment on facial expressions, body-language, use of space, etc
Do you have any images/photos of the Freeze Frames? Use reference to these to explain any details.
	After showing I felt that our images were able to communicate…  very well because … (or not very well because…)
Other groups showed… which worked well/ didn’t work well because…

Comment on other people’s use of stage (proxemics), facial expressions and body language etc

	The teacher asked us to choose one of the images to develop it into a scene to show … (remember what she asked you to focus upon!) 
	We chose… I felt that this was a good/bad idea because…
I wanted to communicate…

What we explored was/were… 

Explain the situation, the roles, the role YOU chose, how you developed it (eg hot-seating or role on the wall).  

Give some idea of what you wished to do with the scene.
A brain-storm or mind map might be useful here.


	What do you do to communicate your role? (Explain how you alter perhaps –your voice, body-language, gesture, posture, movement – what you change about your normal speech to give the idea of a different character.) 

Explain how you and your group develop the piece – what do you try that doesn’t work and why is this? What do you and the group eventually decide upon?

A piece of writing ‘ in role’ would be useful – diary, letter or similar to deepen your role.

Perhaps you could give an extract of the script – with stage and acting directions included!

Are you using any lighting, sound, costume, levels etc – what do you want to communicate? How do the elements help you to do this?


	After showing your work – what comments have you got to make about it? Did it work as expected? What were it’s strengths? What were it’s weaknesses?  What might you change if you did it again? 
What was the feedback on the work from the group who watched it?  Did they make any suggestions that you personally found useful? 

If you have an image/photograph of part of the work – what can you analyse about the work at that moment? (Body language, facial expression, gesture, proxemics etc)  Is there anything that you would change? 


