Howden School Drama Department
Scheme of Work

Year Eight

Unit 1 & 2

Autumn 1 & 2

History of Theatre

Week One.
Greek Theatre.

Aims:

1.
To introduce the origins of modern theatre.

2.
To gain a basic understanding of Greek theatre.

Learning Activities:

a)  Issue exercise books and information sheets

b) Read the information sheet on Greek Theatre. (See separate sheet). 

c) Answer the questions from the sheet.

Homework:

Draw a series of Greek masks showing different expressions: sadness, horror, evil, happiness.

Week Two.
Greek Chorus.

Aims:

1.
To work as a chorus.

2.
Understand how Greek Choruses operated.

Learning Activities:

a)
Initial activities will be getting students to work together as a whole team. Some suggestions include: telepathic counting, moving as a shoal of fish, increasing and decreasing the volume of a hum, etc. 

b)
Introduce students to a short excerpt of a Greek play that they are to rehearse using their voices to create the desired effect. e.g. The Trojan Women

Homework:

Director’s notes on the excerpt of the text used within the lesson.

Week Three.
Sound Effects.

Aims:

1.
To consider how the use of sound effects can aid a piece of Drama.

2.
To apply sound effects to a poem and to present this to the class.

Learning Activities:

a) Warm-up. Students to create various sound effects, e.g. rainfall, thunder, the wind, animals, etc. using only what is available within the room.

b) Based on the text from the previous lesson, prepare a presentation using appropriate voice and sound effects where possible. e.g. the introduction of the horse into the city.

c) Presentation and Evaluation: emphasis on how effective the poem becomes when combined with sound effects.

Homework:

Write an evaluation of the work of one other group, considering how effective the use of sound effects was in getting across the meaning of the poem.

Week Four.
Medieval Drama.

Aims:

1.
To understand how theatre developed in this country.

2.
To gain a basic understanding of Medieval Drama.

3.
To further develop the skill of brainstorming.

Learning Activities:

a) Read the information sheet on Medieval Drama. (See separate sheet).

b)
Answer the questions from the sheet.

c)
In groups brainstorm a list of well known biblical stories.

Homework:

Write a summary of one of the biblical stories from the brainstorm.

Week Five.
Mystery Play.

Aims:

1.
Re-cap the main skills used within Drama lessons.

2. Improvisation based on a Mystery Play.

Learning Activities:

a) Re-cap some of the skills that have formed a cornerstone for the work undertaken within Drama lessons, e.g. improvisation, thought-tracking, tableaux, and narration.

b) In groups choose one biblical story and create an improvisation based upon it. Students will be encouraged to apply a range of dramatic skills to their work to help improve audience understanding.

c)
Presentation and Evaluation: focusing on use of skills and understanding of the story.

Homework:

Write an evaluation of the work completed in the lesson.

Week Six.
Morality Play 1.

Aims:

1.
Understand what a morality play is.

2. Select and reject possible material.

3. Extend an improvisation over two lessons.

Learning Activities:

a) Class discussion of what a morality play is (refer back to week 4), and what the typical plot of a morality play could be.

b) In groups students to make notes on the plots for three morality plays.

c) Selecting one of these plots, groups to create an extended improvisation lasting about 5 minutes, and to prepare this for a presentation in the next lesson.

Homework:

Make notes on the work completed so far during the lesson, and to consider possible changes.

Week Seven
Morality Play 2.

Aims:

1) To continue a piece of Drama begun previously to form an extended improvisation.

Learning Activities:

a) In the same groups as the last lesson, discuss the work undertaken, and suggest possible changes to improve it.

b) Preparation of extended improvisation, emphasis being on the quality of the storyline.

c)
Presentation and evaluation: focusing on the effectiveness of the work as a morality play.

Homework:

Write an evaluation of the work completed in the lesson.

Week Eight.
Victorian Theatre.

Aims:

1) To understand how drama developed in the Victorian era.

2) Consider how typical British theatres have been influenced by the Victorian Era.

Learning Activities:

a) Read the information sheet on Victorian theatre. (See separate sheet).

b) Answer the questions relating to Victorian Theatre.

Homework:

Independent research into melodrama.

Week Nine.
Melodrama 1.

1) To understand the importance of melodrama as a theatrical style.

2) To begin to create stock characters for a melodrama.

Learning Activities:

a) Whole class discussion using the homework task from the previous lesson as a basis for development.

b) Discuss the types of stock characters who appear in a melodrama, with refernce to ways in which they would talk and move.

c) Act out these stock characters, developing their voice and movement.

d) If time permits, students to create examples of the stock characters in a short scene.

Homework:

Describe a typical scene that might be included in a melodrama, giving examples of dialogue as appropriate.

Week Ten.
Melodrama 2.

1) To create own melodrama based on a excerpt of a script.

2) To evaluate the comedy associated with melodrama.

Learning Activities:

a) Re-cap the stock characters created in the previous lesson.

b) In groups create a short melodrama which originates with the excerpt of script. (See excerpt). Students will be encouraged to emphasis the comedy element that can be associated with melodrama.

c) Presentation and evaluation: emphasis on the appropriate use of the style.

Homework:

Write an evaluation of the work completed in the lesson.

Week Eleven.

Melodrama from Facts.

Aims:

1) To create a piece of Melodrama based on press cuttings.

2) To consider the serious aspects associated with melodrama.

Learning Activities:

a) Read aspects of the case of Maria Marten, e.g. press cuttings, script, etc.

b) Using these as a basis, create an improvisation based on some aspect of the story. Students to focus on keeping their work serious, whilst still exaggerating their actions and emotions.

c) Presentation and Evaluations: how effective was the telling of the story and the use of the skills associated with melodrama?

Homework:

Write an excerpt of the scene performed as a script.

Week Twelve.

Silent Movies.

Aims: 

1. To re-cap the skill of mime.

2. 2.To consider how music and sound effects can add to the atmosphere of a piece of Drama.

Learning Activities:

a) Watch a short example of a silent movie. The General (Buster Keaton) or 

      Nosferatu (???) could be good examples. Discussion of how effective the music is 

      in adding atmosphere.

b) In groups create a mime of a dramatic event, using the available resources to 

create music (sound effects) to add to the atmosphere of the work. Students can also use brief narration to act as the on screen captions.

c) Presentation and evaluation: did the music add to the atmosphere of the mime 


Created?

Homework:

Revision of the work covered in the scheme for a test.

Week Thirteen.
History of Theatre Test.

Aims:

1) To assess the knowledge and understanding that the students have gained during 


the course of the scheme.

2) To evaluate verbally the scheme as a whole class.

Learning Activities:

a) Test of the knowledge and understanding that the students have gained during the 


course of the scheme. (See separate sheet).

b) Whole class discussion focusing on evaluating the work undertaken within the 


scheme. What have the students enjoyed, and why? etc.

Homework:

Written evaluation of the work undertaken within the scheme.

