	Project Title –family issues in  ‘Romeo and Juliet’

	Experience – This project is aimed at Year 8, it would be following a cross curriculum theme of ‘family’. This project uses some ICT but this is not explicit. There is no experience necessary though by this stage pupils will have experienced some drama. 

	Aims
	Performance indicators (assessment for learning opportunities)
	Links
	Inclusion and Differentiation

	This project will provide opportunities for pupils to:

· Develop understanding of a Shakespearean text more specifically the plot and character 
· Use dramatic techniques such as improvisation, role on the wall and character profile poster

· To explore year 8 theme of family through text


	I have outlined in the learning outcomes section specifics for creating, performing and responding. The following opportunities will arise for assessment throughout the project

Can they work collaboratively to construct credible improvisations, also can they work on own initiative

Evidence in written work such as work sheets and character profile poster
The pupils will be given opportunity to reflect on their learning in activities and discussion. 

Individual discussions would be held with each pupil to feedback assessment information they could fill in unit evaluation sheets beforehand to help with the structure of this.

	National Curriculum – 

En1 Speaking and Listening. 

Drama - Use a variety of dramatic techniques to explore ideas, issues, texts and meanings.

En 2 Reading

Literature – The range should include two plays by Shakespeare which should be studied in KS3

Drama Objectives Bank

Year 8 SL14 Dramatic Techniques

Choosing and using appropriate dramatic techniques to develop their work in role

SL15 Work in Role

Deepening understanding of issues, ideas and relationships through using dramatic techniques
SL13 Evaluate own Drama Skills

Offering and responding to constructive criticism 
	Suitable learning challenges would be set for all levels of ability within the class once known
Depending on the need of the pupils I could adapt a lot of the project to suit. An example could be that they could use computers to word process their work sheets

Physical diversity would also be taken into consideration an example of this could be access to class area, if it was not suitable we could arrange to use another room

I would look at the IEPs for pupils and try to plan in some of their specific learning objectives, I would also be able to make decisions on assessment for the individual once I have has access to these

	Resources

- Full copies of the New Penguin edition of Romeo and Juliet, extracts of Act 3 scene 5  and Act 1 scene 5 

 - Access to the school library and internet for at least 1-2 hours (not necessarily together).

 - Large flip chart paper (whole pad)

 - Coloured marker pens, glue sticks, scissors and scrap paper



	Learning outcomes – at the end of the project…

	
	All pupils will…
	In addition most pupils will…
	In addition some pupils will…

	Creating
	Have learned to use text to examine issues and meanings in plot  of a Shakespeare text (NC En1 and En2)
	Have learned to identify areas of text that can be adapted to explore character (NC En1)

	Have learned to translate and modify the language used by Shakespeare (NC) 

	Performing
	have learned to engage dramatically in improvisations (DOB SL14)
Have learned to explore character through the use of dramatic techniques (DOB SL15)
	Have learned to deepen understanding of issues such as family through work in role using dramatic techniques (DOB SL15)
	Have learned to communicate convincing character through improvisation and work in role (DOB SL 15)

	Responding
	Have learned to reflect on their participation in the drama (DOB SL13)

	Have learned to  identify areas for their development of dramatic techniques (DOB SL13)

	Have learned to reflect on different ways that content can be portrayed (DOB SL13)


	Outline plan
	Outline plan continued

	Stage one

Story – What is the story of Romeo and Juliet? Does any of the class know?

Give out a synopsis of the plot as a handout. Also give out a worksheet to be used through the unit.

Group discussion on the main issues in the story that relate to Year 8 theme of family issues. 
Key question - Why do the two families hate each other? Can the class think of similar stories either in soaps or films or books etc? Brainstorm in groups.

Class to read sections of Act 3 scene 5 each pupil reading a couple of lines each. 

In pairs: Discuss and write down examples. Do you ever tell your parents what you know they want to hear? Have you ever got into trouble for telling the truth to your parents? 

Whole class to discuss how relationships between children and parents might have been different in Shakespeare's day. 

Following on from the issues in Act 3 scene 5.
Key question - What should Juliet do? How would her parents act if they found out that she loved Romeo and was not going to marry Paris? (Play within a play) Improvise in threes or fours a scene where someone has to tell their parents something that they won’t want to hear. After 10 minutes to show other groups.

Throughout the session I would review what the pupils are learning by asking them key questions on what they have learnt so far. This process of constantly assessing and reflecting would continue through the unit. 

As extra curricular work pupils will be asked to find pop songs that have some key themes from the text. 

Stage two

Pupils to work from copies of Act 1 scene 5 (where Romeo is discovered at the party). In groups of approx 5-6 to read through the scene and to adapt it to make a scene of approx 3 minutes. They can cut sections of the text and put it into modern language, but must be aware of keeping the essence of the plot.  They are to perform this to the other groups. They must also be aware of where they place the audience.

Pupils should watch each others performance noting the decisions that others made. After the last group finishes, the pupils are to discuss as a group the similarities or differences between them, what worked and what didn’t. What did each group cut from the scene, did the plot survive?

Show the class Baz Lurman’s version of this scene. Extra curricular work would be a short written piece on this version and how the plot is portrayed through direction, acting and set.


	Stage three
Class to research the definition of ‘tragic hero’ and tragedy; they can use the library and the internet as resources. 
Put findings as two headings on the board.

The class to brainstorm and name characters that they feel most closely fit the definitions listed on the board.  The more names the better.  

Ask each pupil to choose a character.  They must then justify their character choice by finding 2 or 3 incidents in the play's text that support their ideas 

Pupils to put their findings on flip chart paper that has the names of the main characters they have chosen. E.g. One page for Romeo, one page for Juliet etc. As a whole group to discuss the definitions of tragedy that they initially came up with. What would be a more suitable name for the play? 

Pupils to make up a plot for a tragedy to sell to a movie executive, how would they do this? To be done as written piece on their worksheets that can be finished at home.


Stage 4

Pupils to choose a character and to build up a ‘character profile poster’ by answering questions set on a worksheet. They can write answers, draw figures or costumes. (similar to role on the wall but individual thoughts)

Key Questions:

Describe your character from the point of view of the audience.

What is your character's relationship, specifically, with the other people in the play?

What does your character want out of life?

What would your character wear?

Who are your character’s friends? 

What would your character like to say and can not?

At the end of the project I would bring the group together to establish if the aims of the project have been met. I would let the group discuss the issues brought about by the text and let them reflect on what they have learnt. 

At the end of this project I would treat the pupils to a showing in the main hall on the big screen of Baz Lurman’s film version of Romeo and Juliet.




Assessment of learning (summative assessment) and recording
	
	Pupil’s name
	Pupil’s name
	Pupil’s name
	Pupil’s name

	Creating – pupils are
	
	
	
	

	using text to examine issues and meanings in the plot  of a Shakespeare text 
	
	
	
	

	identifying areas of text that can be adapted to explore character 


	
	
	
	

	translating and modifying the language used by Shakespeare 
	
	
	
	

	Performing – pupils are
	
	
	
	

	engaging dramatically in improvisations 

exploring character through the use of dramatic techniques 
	
	
	
	

	Deepening their understanding of issues such as family through work in role using dramatic techniques 
	
	
	
	

	communicating convincing character through improvisation and work in role 
	
	
	
	

	Responding – pupils are
	
	
	
	

	reflecting on their participation in the drama 


	
	
	
	

	identifying areas for their development of dramatic techniques 


	
	
	
	

	reflecting on the different ways that content can be portrayed 
	
	
	
	


I would use a table such as the one above to assess the learning of a pupil. I would be able to use the notes I had made during the formative assessment stage to build up a picture of their progress. I would use a progression chart such as in Kempe and Ashwell (Progression in Secondary Drama) to measure the level the pupil is at; this has been adapted for this project and is linked to the learning objectives.
