8^6 Silent Movie

(Adapted from scheme of work by James Oliver)

2003/4

Rationale/ Ethos: 

The students have been working in a naturalistic way for the previous 2 schemes. This work will develop the physical-theatre approach to performance touched on briefly in the ‘Midsummer Night’s Dream’ Scheme (8^2). It uses the drama medium of mime, gesture and music. Further, it has a recordable ‘product’ that they are working towards throughout and so is a more project-based scheme.

Aims:

· To introduce the concept of situation comedy.

· To use mime as an effective drama technique.

· To develop the exaggerated/ physical acting style begun in Year 7 ‘Commedia dell’Arte’.

· To develop the use of caption begun in Year 7 ‘Sweeney Todd’

· To develop group work and time-management skills.

Assessment:

· Each group will create their own short piece in the style of a silent movie. These will be recorded and assessed to the NC Levels: Focus on non-verbal communication, energy and precision of performance, working with others and performing with others.

· Students will be encouraged to evaluate their own work and working practice.

· Homework’s will provide an added opportunity for assessing knowledge and understanding.

Homework’s:

· Observation: From TV or Film observe a programme and/ or character that uses some of techniques that are used in a Silent Movie.

· Storyboard and Captions of scene (whether Music lesson or assessed task)

· Self-evaluation.

	8^6
	Lesson 1
	Lesson 2
	Lesson 3
	Lesson 4
	Lesson 5/6

	Objectives
	To develop mime and physical gesture. Intro the genre.
	To develop a ‘chase’ and ‘fight’ sequence using captions.
	To focus on the use of music to heighten emotion.
	To consolidate skills learned by developing own ‘movie’.
	Assessment lesson

	Key Words
	Mime, exaggeration, Silence!
	Captions, F/F, Gesture
	Music, Emotional State.
	As previous.
	

	Lesson Plan
	Register and introduction to genre and final task that we are heading towards.

Solo work: (exaggerated and silent) 1. Trying to frantically tear a piece of paper. 2. Trying to pick up a coin stuck to the floor.

Highlight and elicit good practice (i.e. creating the ‘vision’ for the audience – weight, size, shape of the object and eye line.)

4s and 8s – Working as a team try to dislodge a chair stuck to the ground. (Could give them a chair first of all – and then take it away to see if they can maintain the illusion.)

Whole group role-play: Shopping precinct and a container load of hard setting floor varnish has been accidentally tipped. Silent/ exaggerated.

Show short clip of ‘The Kid’: Why is it funny? What is the acting like? How do the music and placards work? How is the film different from stage? What will be different when they produce their own?
	Show a clip from ‘The Kid’ (if poss.) Focus questions on use of chase, fight, captions and music.

Warm Up: To ‘chase’ music. Running on the spot and changing directions, Throwing a punch missing, spinning and falling over, Shaking a fist, Pointing a finger etc.

Solo work: Freeze Frame to show Tramp, Police Officer, Bully, Hero.

Pairs: Choose 2 characters and produce 3 Freeze-frames to show a fight (Beginning, Middle, End) 

Link with movement – Think safety!!! Highlight some: What captions would you have and when? Try some out.

Groups of 4 or 5: Show a ‘chase’ using freeze-frame (for caption), slow-motion and speeded up action. We must be able to tell who the characters are.

Spotlight scenes: Who are the characters? Did they remain silent? Was it clear where the captions came in? (do to ‘Chase’ Music.)
	Set up previously designated groups. Give each a whiteboard and marker.

Listen to each piece of Silent Movie music. Jot down the pace, emotions and story for each one.

Feedback and discuss.

Each group to choose one piece of music to create a silent movie scene to. Use: freeze frame and captions and exaggerated emotions/ acting style.

Perform: What was the key moment? How does music and captions help the drama? How did they use drama techniques?


	Read ‘The Poor Wretch’.

Who are the characters? Where are the opportunities for Mime, Heightened Emotion etc.? What makes this funny?

· Mr. Poor-Wretch

· Mrs. Poor-Wretch 

· Little Poor-Wretch

· The Evil Landlord

· The Evil Landlord’s sidekick

(Groups of five but there can be as many children as necessary: Parts are differentiated through size E.g. MAT would be Mr. Poor-Wretch. Then, Evil Landlord etc.)

Assessment Task: In pre-designated groups, create your silent movie (Maximum of 3 minutes)

Must contain:

· Freeze Frames and captions (especially at the beginning and end)

· Clear characterization

· Exaggerated acting

· A chase and/ or fight

· Mime

NB: Guide the groups through the process of:

Casting, Improvisation, Rehearsal, Improvement Discussion, Rehearsal and Run through.

Each group must organize who can put up the ‘caption’ in front of the camera.


	Allow a short amount of rehearsal time. 

Set up camera on tripod.

Arrange Lighting.

Arrange Music (generic)

Groups will need to make sure that they have arranged who is going to be responsible for the ‘Captions’ at the right time.

Get someone who is not performing to be responsible for switching record on and off.

Perform to camera.

Assess:

Imaginative Response

Exaggerated Acting

Sustaining character

Performing with others

Performance Energy

Lesson 6:

Watch the video and students evaluate their own work to the aims of the scheme and assessment.

	Differentiation
	Task, Questioning.
	Task, Questioning
	Groups, Questioning
	By Casting
	By outcome.

	Assessment
	Informal: Ability to stay silent!
	Informal: Characterisation and gesture.
	Informal student led: drama techniques. Teacher: process.
	Formal: Process.
	Formal end of scheme assessment.

	Homework
	Observation
	
	Storyboard and captions.
	
	Evaluation

	Resources
	‘The Kid’ Video and player.
	‘The Kid’, ‘Chase’ music, Caption such as ‘Pow’, ‘Oh no’
	4x ‘mood’ silent movie music.

Whiteboards and markers.
	Music as appropriate.
	Music, Camera, Lights!


The Poor Wretch

It’s snowing, it’s very cold – the Poor-Wretch family are shivering. The house you live in is letting in the wind.

You are starving, you haven’t eaten for days. You decide to check the cupboards one last time for something to eat but they are all empty!!

Mr. Poor-Wretch has an idea – looking down at your feet you remove your old boot. Smell the leather aaaahhhh!

Show the family what to do and they follow. You take out the laces as they will do for afters. 

You find an old pan and take it to the sink to fill it with water but alas the taps are all frozen.

The family hobble outside into the snow and collect some in the pan. You come back inside shivering all the time.

You find your last match- light it carefully – light your candle and then hold the pan over the candle. Slowly the snow starts to melt and steam rises, you feel better already. 

Take your boot and put it in the pan – stir it around – oh what a lovely smell!!

Suddenly you hear a knock at the door. You ignore it but it comes again. 

You go to the door – you open it – there stands the evil landlord with his more than evil sidekick.

They burst into the room searching for the rent, but they find nothing. 

They chase Mr. Poor-Wretch out of the house and the family plead for mercy. 

There is a fight but the evil landlord and much more evil side-kick win and march you down the hill. At the bottom of the hill they tie you to the train track to wait for certain death!

(- Here, the old movie breaks down)

Task: Recreate this as a silent movie for the theatre. It must be no more than 3 Minutes.

You must use:

Freeze Frames and Captions (Especially at the beginning and end)

Mime

Exaggerated Acting Style

Fight/ Chase sequence.

Strong emotions.
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In the boxes below, draw the key moments in your silent movie scene. Each box must contain a caption such as ‘Oh no!! The Rent Collector Arrives’.





					


                                         								















































Year 8 Homework 


Silent Movie Story Board
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