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Year 8

Theme:
Teenage crime

TEENAGE CRIME

Did you know?

There are more crimes committed by children under 16 between 4.00 – 6.00 pm than at any other time during the day.

1. Why do you think most crimes are committed by this age group during this time of day?

2. a
Make a list of the most common crimes committed by 10-14 year olds.

b
Number them in order, e.g. MOST SERIOUS 1 – LEAST SERIOUS 10

3. Why do you think teenagers try out shoplifting?

4. Why do you think teenagers get involved in vandalism?

5. Are teenagers often bullied into committing a crime?  Can you give an example?

6. Make a list of things teenagers might steal.

7. Two characters are involved in a theft.  Draw a picture which shows this OR describe a still image you might use in Drama to show this idea.

Year 8

Title:
Young offenders

Theme:  Crime
Duration of unit:  7 weeks




Duration of lesson:  1 Hour
Students will explore crime using a variety of different Drama conventions. They will draw on their own experiences and examine peer pressure, boredom and consequences of crimes.

AIMS:


To be able use still image and role-play to structure a dramatic sequence.

To be able to use thought tracking, still image and role-play to explore character and meaning.

To be able to use forum theatre to develop and improve the effectiveness of a piece of Drama.


To be able to select significant moments in drama to make a piece more effective.

To be able to use documentary theatre to create a piece of drama based on teenage criminals.

To be able to constructively evaluate their own and others work.
ACTIVITY A:   Images of crime: Using still image to communicate the theme.  Brainstorm ‘crime’ -> What do we know?  What do we think we know?  Explore: 1.  Reason(s) for committing crime 2. Meeting other people involved in crime 3. A confrontation with authority 4. A ‘helping’ agency (social worker, counsellor) 5. Consequences 6. Family

ACTIVITY B:   ‘Secure unit’.  Two or three teenagers discuss what it is like in the unit, the good and the bad things they have experienced and how it differs from their home life.  Focus on one thing they regret.

ACTIVITY C:   ‘Going home’.  Work on attitudes and feelings.  Use still image to establish role characters and their actions.

SKILLS COVERED:  Reflection and evaluation of work; make judgements about their characters and their actions; use a range of dramatic conventions to explore different roles and their attitudes.

ASSESSMENT:

Practical:
Video evidence that captures final performance.

Levels: 2 a,b,c. 3 a,b,c. 4 a,b,c. 5 a,b,c. 6 a,b,c.  7 a,b,c.  8 a,b,c.  Please refer to levels chart for details.

Written:

Students will complete all homework and written work in the books provided.  They will also be able to set targets and evaluate own working throughout the unit.  These should be marked with using the levels above.

CROSS CURRICULUM THEMES:   
Citizenship

CROSS CURRICULUM LINKS:
PSME/Sociology

CROSS CURRICULUM SKILLS:
Personal & Social, problem solving, communication.
FOCUS WORDS: Still image, Role-play, Thought tracking, Forum theatre, and Documentary theatre.
RESOURCES:  Questionnaire, homework booklets.  Headlines from young offender articles!

LESSON ONE

OBJECTIVES

To understand how to use still image and role-play to structure a dramatic sequence.
ASSESSMENT

No formal assessment
Activity 1:
Pairs work to discuss 1)  Teenage crime 2)  Reasons for crime 3)  Where we might meet other offenders 4)  Who might represent a person of authority to a young offender. 5)  The consequences of crime. 6)  Who might offer a young offender help? 7)  Family.

Activity 2:
Pairs work to create a still image of each of the above.

Activity 3:
Discuss some of the issues that emerge from the still image.  Focus on 1) What is happening 2) Attitudes/actions of the characters involved 3) Who the people represent and how do we know.

Activity 4:
Students select two or three still image images and structure a short Drama sequence using role play.


LESSON TWO

OBJECTIVES
To understand how people are affected by crime.
To understand how to use thought tracking, still image and role-play to explore character and meaning.
Activity 1:
Discuss what regrets a young offender may have and why.

Activity 2:
Pairs work on a piece of Drama whereby two young offenders discuss their regrets.

Activity 3:
Discuss who else is affected by crime.  Student groups create a still image of the child arriving home with the police.  Class to suggest what the content of the conversation may be.  Use thought tracking to establish characters feelings.

Activity 5:
Develop the above still image into role play.  Focus on the feelings of the parent.  Use hot seating/thought tracking to establish attitudes/feelings.

Activity 6:
Form a gossip circle. Individuals take on the roles of other family members, neighbours, teachers and friends and pass their gossip around the circle.


LESSON THREE
OBJECTIVES

To understand how to use forum theatre to develop and improve the effectiveness of a piece of Drama.

ASSESSMENT

No formal assessment
Activity 1:
Victims of crime.  Build a scene using forum theatre.  How have the victims been affected by what has happened to them?

Activity 2:
Student groups develop their own piece of Drama in role as victims, discussing the crime.  Draw comparisons between the past and the present.  Has it always been like this?

Activity 3:
Role play.  Young offender and the victim of crime.  Is the offender remorseful?  Is the victim angry?


LESSON FOUR
OBJECTIVE

To understand how to explore character using still image, thought tracking and hot-seating
Activity 1:
Explore the life of the young offender in 12 months time.  Have there been any significant changes?  Use still image to communicate five key moments of the offenders life.

Activity 2:
Identify from the above activity what significant event happened to the young offender to make them change or continue to commit crimes.  Use role play to explain what is happening.  Use thought tracking to establish the feelings of the characters.

Activity 3:
Groups work to develop role play to communicate that moment of the young offenders life.  Use hot-seating to establish character and circumstances.


LESSON FIVE

OBJECTIVE
To understand how to select significant moments in drama to make a piece more effective.

Activity 1:
Student groups work to: 1) Select five moments from the previous week’s work 2) Create a piece of Drama which successfully communicates the life of a teenage criminal.

Activity 2:
Evaluation.  Focus on the process of making Drama and how it developed from initiation to presentation.

Homework

Research documentary.  What is a documentary?  What does it include?  Write ideas for a Teenage offenders documentary. 

LESSON SIX 
Documentary rehearsal
OBJECTIVE

To understand how to use documentary theatre to create a piece of drama based on teenage criminals.

ASSESSMENT
Students will work in groups to create a documentary style piece of Drama for assessment.  Assessment levels and effort grades to be awarded after final performance.

Activity 1:  Students to share with whole class their research on documentary theatre.  

Activity 2:  Explain assessment.  As whole class write on the board the main elements of a documentary.  Students to create a documentary style piece of drama based on young offenders:  They should include at least two of the following strategies in their final piece:  Narration, still image, thought tracking, mime, role-play.  They should also include two of the major elements of documentary theatre from the board.  Students should you their books to plan the documentary.

Activity 3:  Students to rehearse piece throughout the lesson with the teacher’s assistance.

Homework

Students to rehearse their documentary for final assessment next week.

LESSON SEVEN
Documentary assessment

OBJECTIVE

To understand how to perform a documentary piece of drama based on the issue of young offenders.

To understand how to constructively evaluate their own and others work.

ASSESSMENT

Summative assessment.  Level and effort grades to be awarded.

Activity 1:  Allow pupils to rehearse once you have recapped the aims of the assessment.

Activity 2:  Video the performance for the benefit of self assessment and standardisation.

Activity 3:  Guidelines should be on the board or in another place in the room.  Students should evaluate each piece of work.  Does it meet the criteria?  What parts were effective?  How could some parts be improved?

Homework

Complete evaluation of own and at least one other person’s performance and set individual targets.
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