	Teenage Pregnancy (Papa Don’t Preach)

	Aims:

To explore the theme of teenage pregnancy

To use a song as a basis for the exploration 

To learn and develop the following drama skills/techniques/theories: Narration, dramatic tension, Sequencing, Dramatic pause, naturalistic and non-naturalistic drama, Symbolism, monologue


	Key Words and Skills:

Narration, dramatic tension, Sequencing, Dramatic pause, Naturalism, Symbolism, monologue



	Learning outcomes: by the end of this unit students will have
Explored the theme of teenage pregnancy using song lyrics as a basis

Learned and developed, through use the following drama skills/techniques/theories: Narration, dramatic tension, Sequencing, Dramatic pause, naturalistic and non-naturalistic drama, Symbolism

Produced a drama using the skills/techniques/theories outlined above

	Assessment criteria: students will be assessed on their ability to

Use the following skills/techniques/theories in their performance work: Narration, dramatic tension, Sequencing, Dramatic pause, naturalistic and non-naturalistic drama, Symbolism, monologue



	Continuity & progression: 

Theme of teenagers carried over from previous unit “Tony and Wendy”

Role-play revisited

Narration, dramatic tension, Sequencing and Dramatic pause will be used in next unit


	Resources and ICT:

CD player, CD of Papa Don’t Preach, A3 paper, Lyrics of song

	Differentiation:

Grouping: Mixed ability

Individual commitment depending on group role

Outcome: Each individual and group will have a different response to the tasks.

	Homework:
	Coursework/Assessment:

	Evaluation sheet in week eight.
	In groups of 4/5 create a five scene drama based upon the song Papa Don’t Preach

	Activities: 

See attached



	Literacy and Numeracy:

Literacy – use of correct dramatic terms in discussions.

	SMSC: 

Social – group work

Moral – dealing with a moral issue




Outline of lessons

Week One: 

Outline the plan for the unit and the way the assessment will be structured.

Listen to the song and in groups list all characters included; situations; locations; themes; narrative.
Class discussion of the above

In groups role-play the situation girl is in. Perform and evaluate work orally as a whole class.

Select characters for each group member that they have to be throughout the project.

Week Two:

Focus will be on the girl and the use of dramatic pause.

Starter: 

In pairs – act out the following dialogue inserting dramatic pauses when stated:

A:
Would you like (dramatic pause) a cup of tea?

B:
(dramatic pause) I’d love a cup of (dramatic pause) tea.

A:
(dramatic pause) China or (dramatic pause) Indian?

B:
Indian, (dramatic pause) please. (dramatic pause) Milk and two (dramatic pause) sugars.

A:
(dramatic pause) Can I tempt you with a (dramatic pause) biscuit?

B:
(dramatic pause) I think I’ll have a (dramatic pause) caramel wafer (dramatic pause) thank you.

Main Activity:

In groups, create a scene where the girl has to tell each of the other characters something that is very difficult to say. As she speaks, she must fill her dialogue with dramatic pauses. Other character is to also use dramatic pauses where appropriate. Try not to make it funny!

Plenary:

Perform one of the role-plays to the class and evaluate orally.

Week Three:

Focus will be on the boyfriend and the use of naturalistic and non-naturalistic drama

Starter: Can’t think of anything Rachel! Can you??

Main Activity:

Create a scene that shows the time when the girl and the boyfriend first met. The other members of the group will have to take on a different role.

Create a scene between the girl and boyfriend when they first discuss “taking their relationship further”. Others in the group are their spoken thoughts.

Plenary:

Show a few and evaluate orally. Re-cap/discuss the difference between naturalistic and non-naturalistic drama as demonstrated in the lesson

Week Four:
Focus will be on the father and the use of dramatic tension.

Starter: 

In pairs learn and perform the following dialogue.

A:
Is this the right platform for the London train?

B:
(ten second pause) That depends

A:
(ten second pause) Depends on what?

B:
(ten second pause) On whether it’s Monday or not.

A:
(ten second pause) It’s Tuesday today

B:
(ten second pause) Then you’re on the wrong platform

The pauses should be filled with stillness.

Main Activity:

Monologue by the father. As a group write a monologue for the father to perform expressing his thoughts about the situation. It can be a) when the girl is little, b) after she has told him about the baby, or c) after she has had the baby. He should speak to her. 

Father to perform the monologue using dramatic tension, i.e. it should have lots of stillness and silence.

Plenary:

As a class discuss the effect of stillness and silence in a performance.

Week Five:

Focus will be on the friends and the use of symbolism

Starter: 

Teacher to explain the meaning of symbolism: “Symbolism is the use of abstract form – using gestures, movement or words to represent the content of the drama. When a piece is symbolic or abstract it does not look realistic. For example, of we want to symbolise pressure on teenagers, we might stand one person centre stage. The other students from the group might stand on higher levels and point at the teenager. Each person may repeat one or two words to represent pressure e.g. ‘no money’, ‘girlfriend’, ‘work’ etc. As the words are repeated, they become like a chant. The teenager eventually curls up into a ball” (Student Handbook Drama by Brian McGuire). 

Try out this activity.

Main Activity:

In your groups produce a symbolic piece of drama where the girl’s friends are giving her advice about what to do about her situation – refer to the lyrics of the song as necessary.

“But my friends keep telling me to give it up
Saying I’m too young, I ought to live it up”

Add movement and music as necessary. Person playing father and baby should be included as friends.

Plenary:

Discuss the use of symbolism in drama – why bother with it? What can it add to a performance?

Week Six:

Focus will be on the baby and narration

Starter:

Whole group activity. Teacher to tell a story (such as Goldilocks and The Three Bears) and each group to role-play (mime) the story as the teacher narrates it.

Discuss the use of narration in a piece of drama.

Main Activity:

In groups prepare a scene involving all of the characters except the baby who will act as the narrator. The scene can be from any stage of the story – maybe even ten years later – maybe the girl and boyfriend are going through a rough patch. The student playing the baby to narrate what is happening.

Plenary:

Perform (spotlight) scene evaluating the effectiveness of the narration.

Week Seven:

Focus will be on sequencing

Starter:

Teacher to explain the final assessment project: In your groups you will create a piece of drama using the five or six scenes you have previously devised. Your job is to sequence then into an effective piece of drama. You can show the scenes in any order at all but they must be linked in some way – maybe with narration or some symbolic movements. You decide.

They will be performed next week. 

Main Activity:

Rehearsal

Plenary:

Remind students what they need to do in order to get level 6+

Week Eight:

Focus will be on how well students can sequence scenes into a performance.

Starter:

Quick rehearsal time

Main Activity:

Performance

Plenary:

Give out evaluation sheets for completion over half term

PAPA DON’T PREACH

Papa I know you’re going to be upset
’cause I was always your little girl
But you should know by now
I’m not a baby

You always taught me right from wrong
I need your help, daddy please be strong
I may be young at heart
But I know what I’m saying

The one you warned me all about
The one you said I could do without
We’re in an awful mess, and I don’t mean maybe - please

Chorus:

Papa don’t preach, I’m in trouble deep
Papa don’t preach, I’ve been losing sleep
But I made up my mind, I’m keeping my baby, oh
I’m gonna keep my baby, mmm...

He says that he’s going to marry me
We can raise a little family
Maybe we’ll be all right
It’s a sacrifice

But my friends keep telling me to give it up
Saying I’m too young, I ought to live it up
What I need right now is some good advice, please

(chorus)

Daddy, daddy if you could only see
Just how good he’s been treating me
You’d give us your blessing right now
’cause we are in love, we are in love, so please

(chorus)

Papa don’t preach, I’m in trouble deep
Papa don’t preach, I’ve been losing sleep
(repeat)

Oh, I’m gonna keep my baby, ooh
Don’t you stop loving me daddy
I know, I’m keeping my baby

	Teenage Pregnancy Evaluation Sheet

	Name:
	Form:

	Improvisation synopsis: what was your play about?



	Characters:



	Breakdown of scenes:

Scene 1

Scene 2

Scene 3

Scene 4

Scene 5

(Scene 6)



	Notes about my character:

1

2

3



	Character Summary:

One word or sentence that summarises my character –

One gesture that is frequently used to suggest my character – 

Movement of the character – 

Language – 

Attitude and intention – 

Changes I had to make to my role during rehearsals plus reasons – 




	Teenage Pregnancy Evaluation Sheet

	Name: Emma Boone
	Form: 9EB

	Improvisation synopsis: what was your play about?

My play was about a girl, called Rebecca, who got pregnant by her boyfriend who was much older. She wanted to know what to do so she sought help from her friends and her father. She keeps the baby but things do no work out with the boyfriend.

	Characters:

Girl – Rebecca; Father – Phillip; Boyfriend – Wayne; Baby aged 12 – Sally-Anne; Friends – Fiona and Graham



	Breakdown of scenes:

Scene 1 – Baby is telling of what happened 12 years ago when the girl found out she was pregnant – everyone else mimes being the girls taking a pregnancy test
Scene 2 – Naturalistic scene where boyfriend and girl first meet. “Into the Groove” playing in the background to suggest era.
Scene 3 – Symbolic scene with girl needing advice from friends

Scene 4 – Girl telling father that she is pregnant this then leads into non-naturalistic scene between boyfriend and girl talking about taking their relationship further
Scene 5 – Several mini-scenes where the girl has to tell everyone something difficult


	Notes about my character: I played Fiona the girl’s best friend.

1 – She is a confident person who likes to give advice even if it is not wanted

2 – Thinks that girl should not keep the baby as it will ruin her life

3 – She is secretly jealous of Rebecca (the girl) as she likes Wayne herself



	Character Summary:

One word or sentence that summarises my character – selfish, spoilt brat

One gesture that is frequently used to suggest my character – flicking hair behind her shoulder

Movement of the character – She always walks tall and looks down on others because of her height
Language – She speaks well and tries to show off with the way she can use ‘big’ words

Attitude and intention – She does genuinely like Rebecca but is happy to upset her if she gets what she wants. Is hoping her advice will get her to dump Wayne so that she can go out with him.

Changes I had to make to my role during rehearsals plus reasons – At first I was playing her as a nice person but the group felt that everyone else was being nice to Rebecca so we needed someone to be opposite to that and out for themselves. This is most clearly seen in the symbolic scene.



