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18th September 2007

To all National Drama members
Dear colleagues

I am writing to you on behalf of those of us currently engaged in the initial training of secondary school drama teachers in order to inform you of a situation that we think you will find alarming. 
In recent years the Training and Development Agency for Schools (TDA) has levied a series of cuts to allocated places for Initial Teacher Training. The target recruitment numbers for many subjects have been cut but secondary drama has already been the victim of the most severe reductions. The attached figures, published just last week on the TDA website, show that the allocation of places on PGCE drama courses is set to fall even further. Over the next three years the number of new drama teachers trained on PGCE courses will fall to the point where less than 100 new specialist drama teachers will be available for employment in the 4000+ secondary state schools in England. This represents a 61% reduction on the number of similar places allocated in 2005. There is already a shortage of drama teachers in schools, and there evidence that many vacancies in school remain unfilled by specialist drama teachers.  
While the number of places to train as a secondary school drama teacher is declining at an alarming rate, the number of students taking drama at GCSE and AS/A2 levels continues to increase. Over 100,000 candidates are entered for GCSE drama annually and around 18,000 of these go on to take A Level Drama and Theatre Studies. Unless the decline in the number of places to initial teacher training in drama is halted, there will insufficient specialist drama teachers to ensure that this demand is met by teachers who have the appropriate subject knowledge and pedagogical expertise. To deny pupils the opportunity of taking drama is clearly not acceptable. These cuts will have also an effect on the recruitment of well qualified candidates to higher education courses in drama, theatre and related subjects and will severely affect the Widening Participation agenda.
There is an urgent need to address the TDA’s existing policy by demanding that current target numbers are frozen and that no more cuts are imposed. We are asking you to offer us your support and use whatever influence you have to alert a wider audience to the dire implications of the current situation. We are inviting you to sign the attached statement (please return it to me at the address below) which we will use to lobby the Training and Development Agency for Schools, the Minister of State for Children, Schools and Families, and the Department for Culture, Media and Sport. We are pleased to report that Nicholas Hytner and Philip Pullman have already offered their support. As the campaign develops, we may wish to also draw the attention of the educational press. Should you wish to express your concern at the proposed cuts may we suggest that you contact Richard Groat, Director of Allocations and Ian Graham, Director Market and Provider Management at the TDA (Richard.Groat@tda.gov.uk , Ian.Graham@tda.gov.uk)
Thank you for the time you have given to reading this letter. We do hope you are able to help further. Please contact me should you need any further information.

Yours sincerely

Andy Kempe

Senior Lecturer in Drama Education, University of Reading, on behalf of the Standing Committee for Teacher Educators in Drama.

PGCE Secondary Drama : National data 2006 - 2010

	Institution
	2005 allocation 


	2006 allocation
	2007 allocation
	2008 allocation
	2009 allocation
	2010 allocation
	% change from 05 allocation

	CSSD
	43
	38
	32
	25
	17
	7
	-84%

	Chester
	22*
	18
	14
	13
	12
	11
	-50%

	Goldsmiths
	20*
	17
	23
	18
	12
	10
	-50%

	Leeds
	35
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Manchester Met.
	25*
	22
	19
	17
	14
	11
	-56%

	Middlesex
	23
	30
	26
	23
	20
	20
	-13%

	Plymouth
	16
	14
	11
	10
	10
	10
	-33%

	Reading
	20*
	17
	12
	11
	10
	10
	-50%

	UCE
	22
	20
	17
	15
	13
	10
	-55%

	TOTAL
	226
	176
	143
	132
	108
	89
	-61%


Notes

The figures above have been taken from the TDA’s website.

The Leeds Drama course was closed at the end of the academic year 2005 - 06, the University having decided to radically reduce its ITT provision.

*
These providers achieved Grade One in all categories in the last Ofsted subject based inspections.

The table above only details PGCE courses. SCITED recognises that there are a small number of other routes into teaching secondary drama alongside music and/or dance. Reductions are also being made in the allocations for these courses.
To whom it may concern,

As members of National Drama, we wish to express our deep concern over the continued reduction of places allocated to PGCE Secondary drama courses. According to the TDA’s own figures, the allocation of places on University PGCE secondary drama courses will have been reduced by 61% between 2005 – 2010. Such severe cuts will doubtless have far reaching implications for the education of secondary age children and subsequent recruitment onto University courses and into the creative industries. We therefore implore the Training and Development Agency for Schools to halt their plans to make further reductions forthwith and preserve current allocations.  
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	Name:       Andy Kempe

	Address:  University of Reading, Woodlands Ave., RG6 1HY

	Email:        a.j.kempe@reading.ac.uk
	Telephone:    0118 3788821

Fax:               0118 9318863





