	Edexcel AS Theatre Studies
	Scheme of Work: 

A Doll’s House Henrik Ibsen.    

Learning Hours: 30

	Start Date: September
	Completion Date: January

	Lesson Content
	Elements
	Activities

	Session 1 & 2:

Introduction to the text. Read through the opening scene.  Work on vocalising the text. Discuss the scene and the characters. 

T/PA Role: Allocate roles and lead and assist with discussion of characters.
	
	

	Teaching and Learning:

All students to have the opportunity to read through the text. Students should understand the characters and their relationship with each other.

Assessment Task:

Read the first act for homework

	Session 3:

Background information on Henrik Ibsen.  Details about the playwright.

Discuss the role of women during that period

T/PA Role: Teacher to lead discussion, PA to contribute where relevant
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	Teaching and Learning:

All students to understand the importance of background information and research to be able to use it in their work.

Assessment Task:

Research the era and the state of the theatre during that time.  Include research into other key practitioners.  (Stan, Chekov) Homework due in session 7.

	Session 4/5:

Introduction to other characters.  Read through the act two and work in pairs on given text extracts.

Work on a chosen scene to show to the rest of the group in session 5.

T/PA Role: Observe groups and ensure all are on task.  Help with ideas if needed.
	
	

	Teaching and Learning:

All students to take on an acting/director’s role.  Students should be able to sustain this role and understand the reasons for the character’s behaviour.

Assessment Task:

Practical exercises to be observed and used alongside assessment criteria.

Students to assess each other as well as self evaluation

Students to read Act 2 in their own time.

	Session 6:

The Letter: Read through the appropriate section. Work on the piece in pairs

Off text work – response and reaction to the letter as Nora and as a woman today. Bring in the connection with Miss Julie. 

Discuss the differences/similarities

T/PA Role: Demonstrate different responses to the text.  Lead and contribute to discussions.
	
	

	Teaching and Learning:

Students to be able to work on the text in a variety of ways.  Some will have more understanding than others.

Assessment Task: Students to write up the differences/similarities

	Session 7:

Homework due in.

Off text work.  Still images showing key moments from the text.  Work in two groups and show pieces at the end.

T/PA Role: Help the groups with their ideas and concentrate on moving from one image to another.
	
	

	Teaching and Learning:

All students will be able to produce the work required, some will have more depth than others. 

Assessment Task: Students to write up practical work in their diaries for their portfolio work.

	Session 8.

Finding the sub-text.

Work on Mrs. Linde’s arrival. Consider the implications behind the text.

Work on the body language and movement that shows these implications as well as the vocalisation of the text.

T/PA Role:

Ensure students understand the sub-text. Provide questions to groups to aid their understanding.
	
	

	Teaching and Learning:

Some students may find sub-text hard to grasp.  They need to be asked relevant questions and discuss the dialogue in order to show that they understand the different levels of meaning in the text.

Assessment Task:

Write up the sub text from the piece for portfolio.

	Session 9:

Plot and Sub plot:

Mind Map the plot and sub plot for students. Students to contribute to the events.

T/PA Role:

Set up projector for the lesion.

Teacher to lead discussion. P/A to write in information.
	
	

	Teaching and Learning:

Students to be able to pick out the key points of the plot and sub-plot

All students to have the opportunity to contribute ideas. Ensure that they all fully understand what is required before setting the assessment task.

Assessment Task: 

Two sides of A4 on plot and sub plot in the form of bullet points, story board or combination for portfolio.  Work to be handed in on Session 12.  Work to be handed back for improvement if necessary.

	Session 10/11

Small group work.

Students to work in small groups on a given section of the text.  Students to concentrate on vocal, physical characterisation of the characters.

T/PA Role: 

Choose given sections of text and groups to ensure all students have full opportunity to show their understanding of the text and the characters. Video session for exam board.
	
	

	Teaching and Learning:

Students need to be able to show that they can sustain a role and bring a character to life using voice and physical actions.  Students need to show an awareness of the different ways in which characters could be played.

Assessment Task:

Students to be assessed on the practical presentation of the piece for examination purposes.  Students to assess each other as well as evaluating their own work.  Teacher/PA to assess work according to examination criteria.

	Session 12:

Collect in homework.

Language lesson. Give out extracts of the text for students to look at.  Students to discuss specific language in the extracts.  Length of sentences, punctuation, metaphors, imagery etc.

T/PA Role: Note understanding of individual students.
	
	

	Teaching and Learning:

Students should be able to identify the different ways in which the playwright uses language and to what effect.

Assessment Task:

Students to write up the use of language in the play for portfolio work. Students to do this in the varied formats as previously indicated.  Work to be handed in on Session 15.

	Session 12.

The Ending of the play. Work on the ending of the play in pairs.  Concentrate on interpretation and subject matter contained within that final scene.

Teacher/PA Role:

Observe the work for assessment purposes.
	
	

	Teaching and Learning: 

Students should be able to make informed decisions about which specific pieces of the text are important and to mark the moment.

Assessment Task:  Read the alternative ending for homework.

	Session 13:

Stanislavski.

Give out background information on Stanislavski and discuss his methods.

Discuss Nora and Torvald’s feelings at the end of the play.

Use emotion memory exercises to show these feelings.

Teacher/PA Role:

Ensure students are comfortable with the exercises and help them with observing the differences that using the techniques make.
	
	

	Teaching and Learning:

Students should be able to use these techniques in their work. Some may find it amusing at first but by the end of the session all students should be able to discuss the way in which emotion memory aids the understanding of the characters.

Assessment Task:

Show work to each other. Observation of the way in which using emotion memory improves the overall understanding of the character.

	Session 14:

Stanislavski – Pin in the Curtain exercise from “An Actor Prepares”. Students to participate in the exercise and then to use this knowledge in an extract from the text.

Teacher/PA Role

Lead the Pin in the Curtain exercise and explain the relevance. 
	
	

	Teaching and Learning:

Students to understand how to act with a purpose and not to act for the sake of acting.  Students should be able to use the exercise in their practical work.

Assessment Task

Choose a very short extract from the text and use the knowledge and understanding gained from the work to show to the group in Session 15.

	Session 15.

Take in homework on language.

Use a small amount of time to practice extracts and then show to the rest of the group.

Teacher/PA Role: 

Help with preparation and then give relevant feedback to individual students.
	
	

	Teaching and Learning:

All students should now have developed their characterisation considerable and show a thorough understanding of one or more characters.

Assessment Task;

Work to be discussed and used for assessment purposes.

Students to be given the opportunity to assess each others work

	Session 16:

Visual/Aural and spatial lesson.

Teacher led session on set/lighting design.  Students to work in small groups on the overall interpretation of the play and how they may wish to set it. Students to make notes for portfolio.

T/PA Role:

Teacher to lead the lesson initially and then both to help and assist with ideas for development.  
	
	

	Teaching and Learning:

Students to understand how the themes and issues contained within a play can have affect the way in which it is set.  Students to develop their own ideas from the work which they have already undertaken.

Assessment Task:

Work on visual/aural/spatial work for their portfolio.  Work to be handed in for assessment on Session 21.  Work needs to show originality and to include all the set criteria.  

	Session 17-20

Group to be split into two to work on individual presentations of the play.  Groups to work on a particular theme to show a workshop representation of it.  Work to be shown on Session 20.

Teacher/PA Role

PA to record work for examination board.  Both to observe groups and how they work together.  Observations to be made in preparation for Unit two groups.
	
	

	Teaching and Learning:

This gives the group an opportunity to work together as a team and to show leadership, initiative and positive work.

Assessment Task;

Group to be assessed on their interpretation of meaning for their portfolio

	Session 21:

Visual/Aural/Spatial to be handed in for marking.

Lesson on Form and Structure of A Doll’s House.

Teacher/PA Role:

PA to set up projector.  Teacher to Mind Map ideas onto the wall.
	
	

	Teaching and Learning:

Some students will find this particular aspect of the unit hard to grasp.  All students should have some understanding of form and structure by the end of the session.  Some may need extra time spent with them on their understanding.

Assessment Task: 

Notes on Form and Structure for portfolio.  Notes can be submitted as before, depending on individual students preferences.  Notes to be handed in on Session 24.

	Session 22:

Physical actions. Group to work on physical actions and their importance in developing a character.  Students to choose one character and work on a couple of sentences from the text in which physical actions and gestures play and important role.  Brecht may be discussed at this point.

Experiment with different gestures and see what implications it has on the final interpretation.

T/PA Role:

To help with ideas and give students the opportunity to show their work.  Positive praise and encouragement important.
	
	

	Teaching and Learning:

Students to be able to identify specific gestures for their given character and to show how these can be altered through different gestures.  All students to be give the opportunity to discuss their work and why they did it in that particular way.  Some will be in more depth than others.

Assessment Task:

Work will be assessed for Physical Actions section of portfolio.

	Session 23:

Contextualising the play. Students to be give the opportunity to use the session to find out more about the play.  Use of notes made at the beginning of the unit can be used to assist with this.

T/PA Role:

Advise where information can be obtained.
	
	

	Teaching and Learning:

Students need to be able to understand the context of the play according to when it was written and the relevance that it still has today.

Assessment Task:

Notes to be presented for portfolio in Session 26.

	Session 24- 27:

Notes due in for Form and Structure (24)  Individual Tutorials with students on all their portfolio work.  Students to be given an opportunity to discuss their written work and to make any necessary improvements to it.

Notes on Contextualising to be handed in (26) improvements to be made where needed.

T/PA Role:

Teacher to hold individual tutorials with students.

PA to work with other students on their work and help them with any difficulties.  This may include using IT/Library resources or just assisting them with putting down their information on paper.
	
	

	Teaching and Learning:

The sessions will give students an opportunity to discuss their work individually with the teacher and to ensure that they have completed all the written work for their portfolios.

	Session 28-30:

Students to choose a section of the play which they feel has had the most impact on them.  This could be due to language, meaning, theme etc.  Small group work to show this scene in two different ways.

T/PA Role:

Give students the opportunity to work on their own for this piece and only intervene if really necessary.  This is in preparation for unit two when they may have to go and work on their own sometimes.

Students may wish to use narrative, mime, still images or may just wish to portray the scene traditionally  The choice is theirs.
	
	

	Teaching and Learning:

Students are given the opportunity to be creative in their work and to show what they have learnt during the unit.

Assessment Task:

Work to be recorded for assessment purposes and to give students the opportunity to see their work. 
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