Edexcel AS level Drama and Theatre Studies – Unit 3

Preparation for the written exam comes during the work done on Units 1 &2:

That is, the learning from the first Unit when exploring the texts needs to encompass a variety of styles and forms.

In addition, practice answers need to be completed regularly, each week from the start of the year! (It’s only 20 mins per week!)

For example, when exploring the text in a practical manner, a group could be asked to try it out as melodrama, Physical Theatre, naturalistic etc. It is from this experience of exploring the script that they can write about the experience of working with the material in another manner than that which has been indicated ON THE PAGE. 

Similarly, when working on the text for Unit 2 – the students need to be encouraged to approach the text in various styles and forms so that they can write about the alternative ways in which the text could be approached.

When writing about their own performance experience in their Context Notes, they need to write down all the different approaches that they tried out. They need to evaluate what the result was when the alternative style or form had been tried out. For example, a scene from ‘Teechers’ done in the manner of Restoration Comedy, or Commedia dell Arte or Melodrama etc will throw up some interesting  results (some of which could be useful!). 

The implications for Unit 3

The questions that include the word DISCUSS will gain no higher than a 7/10 unless the student gives an alternative idea or approach.

Clearly the students need to include in their notes details of the work that they have tried out so that they are able to answer the questions fully enough to gain the top level answers. 

The suggestions for wording during the exam include the following useful openers:

· I think this because…

· This is so because…

· The audience reacted to this because…

· The costume affected the way I portrayed my character because…

· The space we worked in was effective because…

· A good example of … was when…

· I thought the lighting was particularly effective when…

· Hot seating our characters helped us to …

· The music helped to create the right mood because …

· My character was different from… in the following ways…

· During rehearsals the director worked on… this helped us to realise…

· A turning point in rehearsals was when …

· We wanted our characters to look similar because…

· A section of the script I found difficult was…

· A section of the script I found easy was…

· When I was acting I wanted the audience to think… 

· The performance was relevant to our audience because…

· I found the performance was relevant to our audience because…

· Some of the issues we explored were…

· During rehearsals we were able to …

· I now understand more about…

· The play was challenging to me as an actor/designer because…

· I found it difficult to sustain my character when…

· We wanted the audience to…

· I feel my portrayal of my character could have been better if…

· I feel that our performance would have been better if…

· Our audience appeared to be moved/engaged/upset/horrified by…

· We challenged the perceptions of our audience by…

· Our performance of the play appeared to engage our audience by…

· Not all of the issues of the play were explored in our performance but…

· When thinking about themes we…

· Working with our Director’s Concept I found…

· The most exciting thing about preparing the performance was…

· I felt I would have rather played……because…

The Director’s Concept in Unit 2 is really important in answering the questions!

Even if the concept just means that s/he is just following the author’s intentions – this must be stated and made clear to the students. The Director’s Concept is central to the questions/answers about the play in which they performed. 

The implications of the SCH aspects of the play will also be encompassed within the concept. (eg Your reasons for doing this play, in this way in front of this audience)

Their inclusion of the way in which they worked with the Directors’ Concept will therefore be important in the question about the SCH question especially!

Reviewing a copy of their performance would be useful for them for preparation for the exam. You could encourage them to think of what different effects they might have produced if they had done certain moments (lighting, characterisation, unit of action etc) in a different manner. Did anything work particularly well? Why? Did anything not work as expected? Why? These things would be helpful in their records.

Finally – the vocabulary of drama/theatre is important and should be encouraged at all times. 


