A2 Drama and Theatre Studies

Unit 5
Text Into Performance

Assessed January

Aims:

To teach the analysis of plays from a performance perspective and potential for an audience.

To teach two plays from two different periods.

To draw on knowledge on other plays and theories from AS.

To analyse the plays’ social and historical context.

Objectives.  On completion of this unit students will be able to:

Analyse the plays from a performance perspective and potential for an audience.

Analyse two plays from two different periods.

Draw on knowledge on other plays and theories from AS.

Analyse the plays’ social and historical context.

Assessment

At the end of this unit students will sit an exam that will be marked externally.  Homework’s will be on the college intranet in the form of a writing frame for evaluation of weekly work in working notebook.

Week 1

Hedda Gabler  Students are issued the text.  Sparknotes study notes issued as appropriate.  Students read the opening scene in class and analyse the lifestyle of Hedda and Jurgen.  Character analysis of the two characters and their marriage.  Introduce the element of naturalism.  Students build up a chart of why the play is naturalistic, but remind students this will be covered in more depth later in the scheme.

Read the first act.  Students discuss the issue of conflict in the play.  What potential conflicts are brewing and can they guess the subtext of what is going on?  Act out a portion of the play to gain a better understanding of the two main characters and their conflicts.

Homework/Study Work:

Read the text and make brief notes on the text.

Week 2

Hedda Gabler  Social and historical context:  Students begin to analyse the social and historical context of the play.  Look at Ibsen’s other works and the renaissance in Norway at the end of the 19th Century.  Look at the work of Edvard Munch.  Build up a mindmap of the various practitioners, artists and ideas behind the time.  

Look at the character of Hedda and what she represents.  How is she different to those around her in the house and how do they represent themselves.  Look at the relationships Hedda has with others.  Place the characters in a different social situation and improvise a scene to see how they react in a modern context.

Homework/Study Work:

Finish reading the text.  Isolate one moment in the play where:

· Social difference is obvious

· There is example of naturalistic convention

· Conflict is built up between characters.

Week 3

Hedda Gabler  Naturalism. Students brainstorm what they would expect to see in a production of naturalistic genre.  Find out how the play would have been presented originally.  Brainstorm under the headings of set, character, structure, audience/actor relationship and any others the syllabus suggests.  Look at one scene from the play and analyse from POV of director, designer or actor.  Students could take one each and rotate round the POV’s.  Consider some of the symbolism in the play – how the gun is used for instance.   Consider how symbolism needs to be subtle in a naturalistic play.

Analysis of the themes: discuss whether the play is a tragedy, comedy or mixed form.  Make reference back to the nature of tragedy in Antigone.  Draw up a debate between students and act it out.

Homework/Study Work:

Sketch out the stage set, analysing symbolism of set, props, space used.

Week 4

Hedda Gabler  Students look at the changes that take place during the play.  Discuss Hedda and look back at her character traits from week 2.  List motivations.  Decide how the character changes during the play.  Pick out 3 moments that illustrate these and say how they work.  Choose two or three of the scenes to act out, students should take it in turn to act the character and direct her, suggesting ways in which the acting should change in terms of voice, mannerisms, body language, movements etc.  

Homework/Study Work:

Write up a blueprint for acting each scene.

Week 5

Hedda Gabler  Test essay on themes within the play.   Address two questions, one on set, one on acting, and mark and return for improvements.  

Homework/Study Work:

Revision and collate notes for revision.

Week 6

Marat/Sade

Week 7

Marat/Sade

Week 8

Marat/Sade

Week 9

Marat/Sade

Week 10

Marat/Sade

Week 11

Revision

Week 12

Revision

Week 13

Revision
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