TRANSFORMING IDENTITY

 A level 1.2 unit

Focus activity:

‘THE CORN MAIDENS’

Pre-text and Process Drama

Focus skills: mask, ritual, symbol and movement.

Michelle Beswick

Unit Length: 8 weeks

LESSON ONE: CREATING THE ENVIRONMENT THROUGH PRE-TEXT
Students enter the room and are greeted by the teacher in role as a museum curator in a North American Indian exhibition.  Appropriate music creates an atmosphere as students are encouraged to enter the space and view various artefacts, texts, objects.  Students walk through the space given approximately 5 minutes for immersion in the atmosphere.  Welcome to the museum by the curator.  Explanation that one of the artefacts is an ancient story passed down through the culture over centuries which has recently been uncovered.  We as students of the American Indian are gathered today to analyse the story and present our findings in the form of a dramatic ritual using movement and symbolism.

Students are divided into groups according to letter A, B, C, D etc.  Each group is given an A3 sheet with categories to be analysed.  (Example sheet is included in booklet)  Each group reads the story and analyses a specific category.  This should take approx. 10 mins. Each group blue tacs sheet to the wall when they are finished.  Whole group fills in additional information section. 

What have we learnt about the North American Indian Culture, so far?  What does this tell us about their daily lives, beliefs and routines?

RESOURCES:

North American Indian music/ CD player

Statue of an Indian offering corn kernels

Copy of the story “The Corn Maiden’s”

Colourful ribbons

Background information sheet

A3 analysis sheet

LESSON TWO: EXPLORING TABLEAU, MOVEMENT, RITUAL AND SYMBOL
What do we know so far?

Divide into the same small groups as previous.  Students are to choose a section of the story to present in a freeze frame.  Each frame is presented and the freeze is dynamised (brought to life) on the count of three, for approx. 10 seconds.  Can these be presented in order?  

The symbolism of colour

Give out colour cards/ribbons.

Words to go with the colours are: Emotion, Object, and Action.

Based on the story, each group is to come up with an emotion, object and action that their colour represents. 

For example- RED: Anger, Knife, and Stab.

Each group then uses these words to create a movement piece a given number of bars (Approx 8) long.  This is then rehearsed with the music.  To make the movement more difficult you may start and finish at a certain level.  Join the colours together in sequence to make a whole group movement. Combine with music.  Make up a chant to go with the movement.

Discuss the use of the Elements of Drama in this performance.

Time for written reflection in Journals.

RESOURCES:

Elements of drama sheet

Music of the American Indian

Ribbons/colour cards

LESSON THREE: TRANSFORMING CULTURAL RITUAL AND IDENTITY INTO A MODERN CONTEXT 

What is Ritual?

Rituals express meaning and contribute to the building of a collective identity.

Handout blank A3 sheets.  In small groups, list the rituals that take place in our society, community, and school, religions.  Combine these to create one large list to be copied into journals by students.  Choose one as an example of a modern Australian ritual.  Examples may be:  Birth, puberty, marriage, death, graduation.

What are the special symbols or actions that are part of the ritual?  What is the central action or high point of the ritual?  For example: putting the ring on the finger.

In what way do rituals create and maintain cultural identity?

Give an example of identity within different groups in society.

For example: Street gangs. 

 What do these groups do in terms of daily rituals or rites of passage?
List rituals within schools.

From this list, choose one ritual to present to the group as movement- dynamise.
