Blood Brothers

GCSE Scheme of Work for EdExcel Paper 1 - Unit 2

Page references refer to:

Original School’s version:

Studio Scripts edition of Blood Brothers (Willy Russell, Ed. David Self, Stanley Thorne, 1989). 

Musical Version:

Methuen Student Edition (Willy Russell, Methuen Publishing Ltd., 1995).

Hour One:

1.

Read Narrator’s prologue to the group from (ST(P) p.14).  Ask students to speculate/predict what the play will be about. Pick out details. Twins parted, cruel mother.  In Groups of 4-5 role-play what you think happened to these children? 

· Portfolio: (Response Phase) Based on the opening narration of the play what did you think it was going to be about?  What did your group do?

2.

Marilyn Monroe song: Play song from Blood Brother’s Soundtrack and follow (ST(P) p.14-15).  The Mother’s story.  Students in groups of 3-4.  Ask one of the group to be a narrator.  The task requires a DRAMATIC reading and we are looking for them to bring the text to life not simply to ‘read’ it.  The others in the group must develop a mixture of mimes, dramatic actions or still pictures to accompany each line. Perform.

· Portfolio: (Response phase) Use labelled diagrams to show some of the actions used.  Evaluate which was the best reading of the lines and why.  If you narrated how could you have improved your role.

3. (After reading remainder of Act 1)

Mrs Lyons and Mrs Johnston. First in small groups then whole class feedback.  Has Mrs Johnston done the right thing?  What would you do?  What would you want if you were one of the twins.  Discuss issues arising from the plot so far.

· Portfolio: (Response phase) Note down some of the questions and answers that you asked or answered or thought were particularly interesting.  Write your thoughts on the Mrs Johnston’s decision.

· Portfolio: (Development phase) Writing-in-role.  Diary Entries from Mrs Lyons and Mrs Johnston on the eve of the baby swap.

Hour Two:

4a. Groups create a still picture which symbolises friendship.  Others to read symbols try to understand what it might represent.  Move into spontaneous improvisation.

4b. 

Characterisation focusing on the physical demands of playing a young child.  How does a 7 year old boy move, walk and talk?  Explain in a minute we are going to go to a local park.  We are going to be young children playing games.  We are all around 7-9 years old. Just think for a moment who you are.  Are you a confident or shy child? What kind of family do you come from? What do you look for from a friend? Are you sporty? Are you good at school? What kind of things do you like?  Are you innocent?  Ask kids to introduce themselves. Say who they are and tell us something about themselves in role.  Ask them to be aware of body language, use of space, eye contact, movement.  Which of our characters is most effective and why? 

4b.

Find space in room spontaneous improvisation of children games. It, cowboy and Indians, marbles etc. Freeze and spotlight groups.  

· Portfolio: (Response phase) How did you choose to characterise the child you were playing. How did your thinking about your character effect your use of movement, space, voice etc.  Which of the other performers did you find most effective and why is most effective and why? 

5a.

Read Mickey’s speech on (ST(P), pp.30-31) and perform in pairs Act 2, Scene 2 (pp.31-35).  Choose a couple of pieces of work to focus on.  Students should take on the role of directors initially through use of forum theatre to focus on the work of one or two of the pairs. 

· Portfolio: (Response phase): Gingerbread Mickey & Eddie

· Portfolio: (Response phase): Symbols of friendship.  What does the blood brothers ritual symbolise?  What ideas did you have?

***Assign scenes for Hour 3. Part of Homework will be learning lines. ***

Hour Three:

5b. Assign groups a scene: Scene should be rehearsed and prepared for performance. The scene will have one pupil assigned as director.

Group of 3: Act 2, Scene 3 (caution! mature group only contains swear word and Mrs Lyons role particularly tough!) roles are Eddie, Mrs Lyons and Mickey.  The actor playing Mickey must also direct the scene.

Group of 4: Act 2, Scene 4 (Must bring out comedy of the scene) Mickey, Linda & Eddie +1 to direct.

Group of 5: Act 2, Scene 6&7 (explain they have gone to shoot a statue in the park) Mickey, Edward, Linda, a Policeman and Mrs Lyons. Mrs Lyons to direct.

· Portfolio: (Development phase) Reflect on use of forum theatre. How did it help to improve the work? What is the role of the director in a play?  How does it feel like to be directed or to direct?  Advantages/disadvantages.

Hour Five: (Finish reading of Act 2)

6.

(Methuen, pp.50-53. Act 2) Photocopied extract from Musical version of the play.  We are now looking at teenage Micky and Eddie.  How have they changed? Become more reserved. More cautious.  Look again at teenage body language, movement etc. Read scenes recreate in own words.  Work on contrast between Eddie’s school & Micky’s.

Portfolio: (Response phase) Comment on what you did to make your teenage character different to the younger child we saw earlier.

7.

(ST(P), pp. 60-62. Act 4 Scene 2) Marking the moment & hotseating. What is wrong with Mickey?  Why is he so angry with Eddie?

Portfolio: (Development)  Write a letter as Mickey explaining how you feel to Eddie.

Hour Six: 
Read last act.

8. Forms.  Present events from the last act as a special news broadcast.  Interview all the alive participants. Linda, the mothers.  Show security video of the last few moments.

Portfolio: (Development) Front page newspaper report including headline, quotes etc.  (Differentiation: provide newspaper blank for weaker candidates and/or scene set in heaven/hell when Mickey and Eddie meet up again.

