Teachers Notes:

Introduction to the Craig & Bentley Scheme

The Stimulus:

Elvis Costello wrote ‘Let him dangle’ at the end of the Thatcher era as a direct influence due to the thoughts on bringing back hanging.  It served as a reminder of our mistakes and questioned

‘…If killing anyone is a terrible crime

Why does this bloodthirsty chorus?

Come round from time to time…’

Aim:

This issues serves as a stimulus for exploration of capital punishment on a moral level and has proved a sound springboard for practical work.  This Scheme of Work endeavours to consolidate skills acquired in Year 9 and introduce pupils to more abstract work, which will be required for Year 10.  In my experience pupils nearly always have a tendency to lean towards naturalistic approaches and this Scheme serves as their preparation for Year 10 where they begin to look at new practitioners such as Artaud and Brecht who do not apply the same theories as Stanislavski.

Lesson plans:

The lesson plans are written in detail along with teacher’s notes and resources.  This is to aid teacher understanding and it is up to the Individual to adapt the lesson plans to a format they can work with over the weeks.

Research:

The pack includes some research but I recommend that anyone teaching this scheme fully equips themselves with the facts.  For more information please see the resources below:

· Derek Bentley website

· List the 3 books

· ‘Let him have it Chris’ film (This is a film and the facts have been adapted to heighten the drama)

· Newspaper archives

· Statement of Derek Bentley

· Other songs written about Derek Bentley

Resources:

The pack is richly resourced with the following:

Teacher’s notes

Lesson 1

The key games are about secrecy and looking guilty.  Reinforce skills used here to build a sound basis for the activities.

The Improvisations are based on putting the blame on someone else and people being falsely accused.  This is a form of dramatic play and should highlight the skills used in reading guilt/innocence

‘Let him have it’ is open to interpretation and the objective of the exercise is to get pupils to recognise this.  Reinforce this through the activities and pupils should role-play a variety of situations that can be interpreted differently.  This is where their understanding is assessed and their use of Intonation developed.  Reinforce the skills of Intonation, Interpretation and how we interpret situations.  How do we read them in terms of skills?
