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Aim and Objectives:

· To explore the issues of Capital Punishment through T.I.R and characterization

· To use still images to illustrate Bentley’s state of mind

· To use soundscape to illustrate Bentley’s state of mind

· To deepen the Drama with subtext and tension

Introduction:

Recap – Recap on last weeks prison experience, Recall skills and consolidate empathy with Derek

Teacher in Role – Before the lesson the group should have received in tutor period a news report from the Drama teacher about the case of Derek Bentley.  This will raise the issue of Capital Punishment.  The Students are Press – they have come to a press meeting to speak to two people – the first is Derek’s sister and the other is the man who is going to decide whether Derek should be hung.  The man is very for Capital Punishment whilst Derek’s sister is arguing against Capital Punishment. There are two parts to play here – Derek’s sister and the Capital Punishment man.   There are two ways of doing this next exercise – the teacher could choose a strong pupil and brief them before the lesson to play one of the parts or the teacher could play both parts, one at a time.  It is for the teacher and chosen pupil to start the press meeting off and then for the pupils to ask questions and give their opinions on Capital Punishment.

Discussion in Character – The teacher should then come out of role whilst the students stay in role as press.  Go around the circle and ask each individual if they were to write a article on Capital Punishment for Derek who would they favour – For or Against?

Discussion about the News Article – What’s striking about the coverage?

What is the Article saying, Suggesting?  How will this affect the public opinion?  What happened as a result?  Divided public opinion and riots!

Discussion – AS a class discuss what Derek may be thinking in his cell – what does he think about capital punishment??  Does he know that he is going to be executed – What do you think he is thinking about?  When he closes his eyes what can he see?  What images do you think come in to his mind?  Happy? Sad?  First day of school?  

Development of Lesson 

Still Images – in groups of 4 create two still images of the pictures in Bentley’s head.  One happy – him at school, one sad – maybe the event on the roof. 

Watch and analyse skills - What can Derek hear in the silence?  What conversations/Sounds play in his head?  How have the images changed and how do they contrast with each other?

Add Sound Scape – A soundscape for each still image – How will the two still images sound different.

Impro (4) – Devise a prison visit between Derek, his parents and older sister Iris.  Consider the subtext and tension.  Derek knows that he is going to die but can not tell his parents.  How can we create tension – silence,FE,BL, space, music

.

Conclusion/Review

Perform and analyse – How did the tension manifest itself?  What skills indicated to us as an audience that there was a subtext?  If we didn’t know the facts would the subtext have been obvious to us?  Were the parent’s suspicious?  

Homework:

Imagine that you have just come out of the press conference.  You have to write an article for the local newspaper either for or against Capital Punishment – Choose your argument and write the report. 


Materials/Equipment/Teaching Aids:

Board

News Reports
Risk assessments:

