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Aim and Objectives:

· To recognise the media as a source of propaganda and engine in public opinion

· To use teacher in role to shock and cause tension so that the students must think about issues and skills on the spot

Introduction:

Context Setting – The teacher tells the students that Derek has been hung at 10.00 that morning but there is going to be a reprieval for Chris Craig.  At the reprieval there will be someone from the church, judge, family social worker and a teacher of Craig’s.  Discuss with the students why these people would be there.  Explain that Craig will not attend himself but his mother/father will be going to argue Craig’s case.  The appointment is at 11.ooam.  Discuss with the students the type of issues that are going to be raised at the meeting and what each character is going to say.  

Development of Lesson

T.I.R – The teacher needs to choose strong students to play the panel characters.  The teacher asks them to set up and to start the Drama – What could they be speaking about before Craig’s mother comes in?  When they begin to set up the scene – the teacher in role enters – however to everybody’s surprise the teacher is not playing Craigs mother but Bentley’s mother – She enters the room saying – ‘Hello I’m here for the reprieval of Derek Bentley, I’m his mother’  At this point the panel are shocked and surprised – they are left in a dilemma – what are they going to do – it is obvious that Bentley’s mother does not realise that he is dead – she has been given the wrong information and the panel must tell her.. If you have a very strong group the panel may be able to do this all the way through with out the teacher stopping it.  If not the teacher should stop the action and discuss in a forum what the panel have to say and then continue the Drama.

Still Images (4) – The students are to create 3 still images depicting what the family are doing at the following times:  Consider the frustration and helplessness they may have experienced.  They are waiting for the reprieve that never came!

1. Before the mother goes to see judge

2. Whilst the mother is a way at the reprieval – when they are waiting to see whether Derek will be hung or not

3. The phone ringing whilst the mother is out saying that he has been hung

Performance and OK questions/Thought Tracking/Bring to life – Watch still images and thought track characters or do OK questions or bring scenes to life.

Conclusion/Review

Discuss the issues raised in this scheme of work – Do you think the families blame themselves?  What are your feelings about Capital Punishment ?  Do you think that it is right to hang people for doing wrong – Do two wrongs make a right??  What have you learnt from this scheme – Issues?  Skills?  Why did Bentley get caught up  in all of this any way – Guilt, leader, led by other people easily.  

Homework:

Do a poster against or for capital punishment and for or against Derek.


Materials/Equipment/Teaching Aids:

Video – Let him have it
Risk assessments:

