Edexcel GCSE Drama

Paper 1 - Unit 1

Scheme of work – ‘How deep is your love?’
Drama texts/stimuli used:

· “Phizzog” – Carl Sandburg (‘Voices’ Anthology - Second Book)

· ‘Actress with mask ‘ – photograph (‘Voices’ Anthology - Second Book)

· Book of John, Chapter 8 verses 3-11 – Holy Bible

· “King Lear” Act 1, Sc1 – Shakespeare

· “King Lear” video (same scene) – National Theatre Company

· ‘Sk8er Boi’ – popular ‘rock’ song by Avril Levigne

These texts introduced gradually and in the order above. The song ‘Sk8er Boi’, being contemporary, was left until last as it was thought likely to be the more obvious ‘link’ for the students.

 Lesson 1 (2 x 50 minute lesson)

A)
Work in pairs or small groups - Using any 2/3 of the texts above as stimuli for your ideas develop a piece of drama that links them together. You may use words from the texts as well as using your own. (This should be a short piece which delivers its meaning clearly & concisely – ideal for an Assembly perhaps.)
· Consider which Explorative Strategies will be most useful in this piece of work
Notes for portfolio – Response phase
B) Work in small groups of 3 – 5. One person in the group is ‘disfigured’ in some way – perhaps facially/physically. Develop a piece of drama that explores the different relationships this person has with others in the group – some of whom must be family members.

· Develop a group Still Image which shows the different relationships

· Each group to show their work – class to observe and write their own imagined Spoken Thought for each character.
· Each character in the Still Image must have their own Spoken Thought which sums up what they feel and what we see in the Still Image. 
· Each group to show their work – class to observe and write headline/caption to describe each group’s piece of work.

Write newspaper captions on A3 paper – stick on wall. Class to discuss in groups which headline/caption they wish to use as stimulus for next piece of work.
C) In groups as above, develop a piece of drama from headline/caption. This work must finish with a Still Image which uses ONE Spoken Thought as written down earlier by member of group. Target audience? School Assembly?
Notes for portfolio – Response phase

Lesson 2 (2 x 50 minute lesson)

Act 1, Scene 1 of ‘King Lear’ could be re-titled ‘How deep is your love?’ Carry out the following tasks. (Tasks A and B should help to deepen your understanding for Task C).
A) Using Thought tracking explore the different characters’ thoughts at different times in the extract provided.
B) Hot-seat King Lear and Cordelia

C) Using the extract as a basis for your work, modernise the story and re-work this scene. Pay particular attention to contrast, pace, tension, climax (drama elements).
D) (Portfolio homework – drama medium)

a. How would you costume your version?

b. Design an appropriate set
c. Would you use different levels? Why?
d. Indicate the lighting & sound required
Notes for portfolio – Response phase.
Lesson 3 (2 x 50 minute lesson)
1.
Continue in groups working on ‘contemporary’ version of ‘King Lear’ story. Share & discuss. Evaluate work done by all groups:

· Was there evidence of deeper understanding of the issues in the ‘Lear’ story in these modern versions?

· How? Explain.

· How did each group’s use of the drama elements aid your understanding of each performance?
Notes for portfolio – Developmental phase.
Lesson 4 (2 x 50 minute lesson)
In groupings of your own choosing – pairs, groups of 3 or more (5 a maximum) – devise a piece based on any 2/3 of the drama texts used. You must incorporate the following – 
· Explorative strategies:
· Narration

· Still Image

· Elements of drama:
(at least 2 of these)
· Forms

· Rhythm/pace/tempo

· Conventions

· Symbols

· Drama medium:

(at least 2 of these)
· Use of space and/or levels

· Use of movement/mime/gesture

· Use of voice

· Use of spoken language

You may use any part of any of the drama texts and you may ‘cut and paste’ texts together as much as you wish, incorporating words etc of your own, to create the piece you want.

Be inventive in your work!
Rehearse and prepare work for final performance.

Discuss and evaluate work seen. Comment on use of explorative strategies, elements of drama, drama medium.
Notes for portfolio – Developmental Phase.
Lesson 5 (2 x 50 mins)

In group of your own choosing decide on an element/s of the work which you would like to develop in order to summarise all the work done on these texts. Use Explorative Strategies wherever helpful.

You must consider the Drama Medium and Elements of Drama as you progress in this work and make notes for your portfolio.

This work will be completed in the final lesson and all groups will perform their work.

Notes for Portfolio – Evaluation phase.

Lesson 6 (2 x 50 mins)

Time for final rehearsal etc. Groups to perform pieces prepared in previous lesson. Oral discussion of each piece of work; notes for Portfolio.
Evaluation phase.
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