Edexcel GCSE Drama

Paper 1 - Unit 2
Scheme of work

Drama text used:

“Kindertransport” – Diane Samuels

Lesson 1 (2 x 50 minutes)

The text was ‘cut & pasted’ so that the ‘links’ with the contemporary family (older Evelyn) were separated from the German family scenes (young Eva). The purpose of the exercise was to encourage the class to look for clues in the text and to piece together the information as it was gradually fed to them. The title of the play, staging suggestions/given circumstances etc & any reference to Act or scene was also hidden from them.
In groups of 3 - read ‘green’ portions of text – Helga & Eva in Germany

· Discuss

Read ‘blue’ portions of text – contemporary family (older Eva/Evelyn)
· Discuss

Read ‘orange’ portions of text (giveaway sections!) and discuss.

H/W:
Research into the ‘evacuation’ of German Jewish children during the early part of the Second World War. Find the name for this programme.

Lesson 2 (2 x 50 minutes)

Using the green text extracts – in small groups hot-seat Helga and Eva.

Volunteers to be hot-seated in front of class. Discuss what we learn from the characters about their relationship and who they are.
Repeat the exercise above but using blue text extracts.

Lesson 3 (2 x 50 minutes)

Reading full text of play – express request of students who love the text!

Lesson 4 (2 x 50 minutes)

‘What if ?’ scenarios: Students to work in pairs/threes and ‘realise’ scenarios that do not happen in the play
– e.g.
Faith telling her father about Evelyn’s early life

Evelyn explaining to Lil that she is going to meet her blood-mother, Helga

Evelyn telling Helga about her daughter Faith

Eva’s parents realising that they would probably never see Eva again

Devise these scenes. Do you learn anything more about the characters from this work? In small groups, hot-seat some of the characters.
As a whole class – present some of these scenarios in forum theatre format.
H/W:
Choose 2 characters – one from the German element of the play and one from the contemporary element of the play. Design costumes for these characters giving explanations for your choices of design, fabric, colours etc.

Lesson 5 (2 x 50 minutes)

The nature of the play – two parallel time periods – calls for specific theatre conventions/strategies to be used – flashback/cross-cutting; establishing different locations & time periods on same stage. Use of symbol/theme of Ratcatcher. Identify these and discuss them.

Choose an extract from the play and act it out to demonstrate the use of at least one of these conventions/strategies.

H/W:
Design the set for ‘Kindertransport’

How would you use lighting to assist with the idea of two different periods being played in a parallel way?

Lesson 6 (2 x 50 minutes)
Continue using previously selected text extract (Lesson 5). Look for following points:

· Meaning

· Relationships of characters in extract

· Subtext

Rehearse this extract for final performance.
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