RICKMANSWORTH SCHOOL – DRAMA

GCSE DRAMA – PAPER 1, UNIT 1.

6 HOUR WORKSHOP

THEME – “LEAVING HOME”

Drama Texts:

Lennon & McCartney “She’s leaving home” (Music)

Polonius’ Speech to Laertes from “Hamlet” – (Playscript)

The “Ben More” leaving Glasgow – (Artefact) NOTE FOR DRAMA UK. THIS PICTURE IS IN KEN’S BOOK!!!

Session 1

· Listen to “She’s leaving Home”.

· Define social/cultural and historical influences of the text.

· Discussion of issues; why is she leaving home? What do her parents feel? Who is the man in the motor trade? What do you think will happen to her and her parents? Identify the strands of the story.

· In groups of 4 prepare 3 or 4 still images that you think will show the story and the issues. (You don’t have to stick rigidly to the characters in the song) Present these. Rest of group to evaluate.

· Within the groups, thought track and hot seat the characters to develop them.

· Prepare a piece of Drama showing the issues involved. Consider the ELEMENTS OF DRAMA and the use of the various DRAMA MEDIA in your drama.

Session 2

· In groups present the pieces of drama. Other students to evaluate (in note form & verbally) the different groups.

Session 3

· Look at text; Polonius’ advice to Laertes from “Hamlet”

· Discuss social/cultural and historical influences of the text.

· This is a more positive leaving of home than the song. In groups of four, five minute brainstorm of the various reasons why people leave home.

· Pair work; looking at leaving home in a historical and different cultural context; prepare two short dramas showing a parent & child leaving home within two of the following contexts:-

· 150 years ago on a farm in England.

· In a camp for refugees.

· Where the leaver is going to serve overseas in some capacity

· Where the leaver is going to get married a long way away.

· Concentrate on CHARACTERS & RELATIONSHIPS! How can you use DRAMA ELEMENTS and MEDIUMS to express these. The dramas can be naturalistic or non naturalistic. REMEMBER LANGUAGE APPROPRIATE TO PLACE & TIME!!!
· Present SOME of these dramas & evaluate.

· Join pairs together to form fours. Take one of these contexts and think about what happens to the “homeleaver” once she/he has left. Prepare and present a piece of Drama showing ONE of the following:-

1 An incident that is exciting for the leaver (although this might not necessarily be a "good" thing.

2 An incident that is a good influence on the leaver.

3 An incident that is dreadful for the leaver.

WHAT PARENTAL ADVICE MIGHT BE REMEMBERED AND ACCEPTED OR REJECTED?

· Evalute

Sessions 4 & 5

· Using the two Drama texts studied so far, present a piece of non-naturalistic Drama showing the pressures that someone leaving home might have to face and bear. GROUPS OF 3.

· Present and evaluate

· INTRODUCTION OF THIRD TEXT “The Ben More leaving Glasgow”
· Look at the picture. At what point in history do you think it occurred? Why do you think the passengers are leaving? What are they hoping to find in a new land? Who are they leaving behind?

· Get into mixed gender groups of five. Create two still images, one to represent the people on the shore, one to represent the people on the ship. Now thought track each character to see exactly what their thoughts and emotions are at this particular moment in time.

· Choose the group that you feel you would like to develop. Those on the ship or those on the shore.

· As the ship moves away, each character makes a movement showing how he or she feels at this particular moment. Examples: one character may turn away slightly to show they are about to cry; another may start to speak but be unsure of what to say.
Look at how the other groups present these gestures. Evaluate them. Are they genuine? What has provoked them? What do they tell you about the characters that makes them?

· In your groups, hotseat each character. Remember the information that is developed about each character.

· Prepare a piece of drama about this group of characters at this particular moment in time. Use narration in your drama. You can have one person as narrator all the time or you can have people coming out of character to narrate.
Session 6

· In groups of 4 or 5 and using the three texts studied, prepare a piece of Drama on the subject of “Leaving Home”. You may perform any aspect of the subject you like. Remember to consider THE DRAMA MEDIUM and the ELEMENTS OF DRAMA in your work.

· Present and evaluate.
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DRAMA TEXT (Music) She's Leaving Home

Wednesday morning and five o’clock as the day begins
Silently closing her bedroom door
Leaving the note that she hoped would say more
She goes downstairs to the kitchen
Clutching her handkerchief
Quietly turning the backdoor key
Stepping outside she is free.
She (We gave her most of our lives)
Is leaving (Sacrificed most of our lives)
Home (We gave her everything money could buy)
She’s leaving home after living alone
For so many years. Bye, bye.
Father snores as his wife gets into her dressing gown
Picks up the letter that’s lying there
Standing alone at the top of stairs
She breaks down and cries to her husband
Daddy our baby’s gone.
Why would she treat us so thoughtlessly
How could she do this to me.
She (We never thought of ourselves)
Is leaving (Never a thought for ourselves)
Home (We struggled hard all our lives to get by)
She’s leaving home after living alone
For so many years. Bye, bye.
Friday morning at nine o’clock she is far away
Waiting to keep the appointment she made
Meeting a man from the motor trade.
She (What did we do that was wrong)
Is leaving (We didn’t know it was wrong)
Home (Fun is the one thing that money can’t buy)
Something inside that was always denied
For so many years. Bye, bye.
She’s leaving home bye bye.
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DRAMA TEXT (Playscript)  Polonius’ speech to Laertes – “Hamlet”

POLONIUS:

Yet here, Laertes! aboard, aboard, for shame!
The wind sits in the shoulder of your sail,
And you are stay'd for. There; my blessing with thee!
And these few precepts in thy memory
See thou character. Give thy thoughts no tongue,
Nor any unproportioned thought his act.
Be thou familiar, but by no means vulgar.
Those friends thou hast, and their adoption tried,
Grapple them to thy soul with hoops of steel;
But do not dull thy palm with entertainment
Of each new-hatch'd, unfledged comrade. Beware
Of entrance to a quarrel, but being in,
Bear't that the opposed may beware of thee.
Give every man thy ear, but few thy voice;
Take each man's censure, but reserve thy judgment.
Costly thy habit as thy purse can buy,
But not express'd in fancy; rich, not gaudy;
For the apparel oft proclaims the man,
And they in France of the best rank and station
Are of a most select and generous chief in that.
Neither a borrower nor a lender be;
For loan oft loses both itself and friend,
And borrowing dulls the edge of husbandry.
This above all: to thine ownself be true,
And it must follow, as the night the day,
Thou canst not then be false to any man.
Farewell: my blessing season this in thee!

Hamlet Act 1 Scene 3
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Briefing Notes

· The Unit will take place over 6 double lessons.

· A register will be taken at the beginning of each lesson.

· All students should bring with them to each lesson, pens paper and a file. The File should be headed GCSE DRAMA – PAPER 1, UNIT 1.

What you must do.

During the Unit you must show various practical skills that you have learned. These are FOUR Exploration Strategies, at least TWO skills from the MEDIUM section and use ELEMENTS of drama effectively. A checklist of these skills is attached.

At the end of the Unit you must produce a portfolio of THREE pieces of work. EACH OF THESE PIECES MUST BE 500-100 WORDS LONG!
The units are as follows:

· AO1 The response phase – This will focus on your choice of explorative strategies and how these strategies increased your understanding and appreciation of the drama texts.

· AO2 The development phase. This piece asks you to capture a SECTION of the unit using the drama medium and the elements of drama. YOU WILL HAVE TO WRITE THE SCRIPT OF A SCENE OR SECTION OF WORK DONE.

· AO4 The evaluative phase. This will focus on your evaluation of what and how you learned, your contribution to the work, the work of others. The specification says you should recognise social, cultural and/or the historical influences of the texts and how they have affected your Drama work.

DETAILED NOTES ON HOW TO APPROACH WRITING THESE THREE PORTFOLIO PIECES WILL BE GIVEN TO YOU TOWARDS THE END OF THE THREE WEEKS.

How to do it!
· The scheme for the 3 weeks is up on the board. Look at it…refer to it…use it.

· When you’re doing practical work, have the checklist near you. Take the MEDIUM and ELEMENTS sections into account….don’t try to use them all in each piece of Drama you do…try to use as much as you can over the 3 weeks.

· When you’re watching other’s drama, write quick notes about it…they don’t have to be neat…just so you can read it.

Noting your work

On the evening of each drama lesson write up notes on what you’ve done; these notes should focus on the following:-

· What the task was ~ be very brief on this ~ the tasks are up on the board.

· What the TEXT was (again up on the board). What the social, cultural and where appropriate the historical aspects of the text.

· What STRATEGIES you used. How did these help you understand and appreciate the text.

· What DRAMA MEDIUMS you used. How did you use them, how effectively you used them, could you have used them better?

· What ELEMENTS of Drama you used. How did you use them, how effectively you used them, could you have used them better?

· What was your contribution? Were you happy with what you did, what problems did you have, how did you overcome them?

· The work of other groups; evaluate the work in terms of STRATEGIES, MEDIUMS and ELEMEMENTS. How did they use them, how effectively they used them, could they have used them better?

THESE NOTES ARE NOT FOR SUMBISSION! THEY ARE THERE TO HELP YOU IN WRITING YOUR PORTFOLIO. WRITE THEM HOWEVER THEY WILL HELP YOU BEST, BUT DON’T WRITE PAGES AND PAGES. ONE SIDE A4 IN NOTE FORM FOR EACH SESSION WILL BE PLENTY!!!

MARKING

I mark the unit and send off the marks the portfolios and reports/portfolios on you to and external moderator. The marking criteria are attached. I will focus on 4 or 5 people on each session, but will try to pick up on useful bits of work from those I’m not focussing on in that particular session. I will mark out of 20, and will mark on the basis on how you RESPOND to the texts, how you DEVELOP the work and how you EVALUATE yours and others work.

