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SCHEME OF WORK

FOR 2003 GCSE – (1699)

PAPER 1 UNIT 1

‘OPPRESSION’

Aim:

For the students to explore and appreciate the varied forms oppression comes in, 

and what has and can be done about it.

Skills:


Developing well rounded characters

Use of symbols to convey feelings

Appreciation of how contrasts can dramatically effect a moment

Consideration of drama as a tool for informing/educating others

Not all evil people are all evil.

Texts:

A Poem About Bullies by Vijay Singh

Sister Rosa By The Neville Brothers – a song/rap

A Prayer

Fifty Years Later: Reflections on Teaching the Holocaust to Young People by Judy (Weissenberg) Cohen

Belsen Belsen Photographs from a concentration camp (from      .co.uk)

Vultures  a poem by

Explorative strategy:

Still images

Thought Tracking

Cross Cutting

Monologues

Narrating

Hot-seating

Role-play

Drama medium

Space & levels

Symbols

Movement, mime & gesture

Voice

Language

Drama elements:

Action/plot/content

Forms

Contrasts

Characterisation

Conventions (monologues, tableaux, spatial awareness etc)

Session 1                                                                                                                                              . 

Discuss with class: what is oppression?



     What is the most common, basic form of oppression?




Discuss bullying. Why is it done, what forms does it take?

Read the “Poem about Bullies” as a class – a couple of lines each.

Discuss meanings.

Divide the class in two; half read verses, the rest shout “bullies” chorus.

Discuss effect. Silliness: point out poem was written by a boy, aged 11. It was found in his school locker shortly after he hanged himself. Class take more seriously.

Ask for volunteer (Claire)

Claire stands near one side of studio, the others form a line, facing her, on the other side.

Claire reads out the verses.

Every time the line “Bullies” comes up, the rest of the class call it out and take a step towards her.

Return to circle and discuss how it affected each side.

Use Still image. Groups of 4 or 5 create a bullying scene.

Show to the rest of the class. Class try to identify who’s who.

Allow five minutes to consider thoughts, then Thought Track each person.

Show again. Class add Captions 

Discuss what was revealed.

Class make notes on what has been done and discovered.

Session 2                                                                                                                                              .

Class share what was covered last session and what conclusions they’ve drawn.

Explain forms of T.I.E. pieces.

Get class to share what they believe they must consider when creating such a piece – lead them into audience consideration and point out they must have a particular target audience and a particular message.

They Role-Play the different roles, consider language and use of space.

Stop class and have them shelve what they’ve been doing. Role-play why the bully might be a bully – discuss what the reasons could be.

Add scene just created as a piece of Cross-cutting. Possibly add the characters’ thoughts?

Stop class and have them notate what they’ve done. Can use Storyboards.

Session 3 & 4                                                                                                                                        .

Discuss last session. Allow time to rehearse.

Show pieces and have class Evaluate.

Hand out Sister Rosa song. Read and discuss. Discuss the era of the incident – clarify segregation of America at the time and bring up Martin Luther King Jr.

Class get into groups and create Still Image of bus scene and Thought Track.

Show and evaluate.

Mantle-of-the-expert (as a form of hot-seating) with me questioning the Characters in the role of white judge.

Create another still image of what might have led Rosa Parks to make this stand.

Develop into a short piece. Show and discuss. Notate or produce as a story-board.

Session 5                                                                                                                                              .

Discuss how the two stimuli connect. Why are they both oppression? What are the similarities? Make more notes for portfolio.

What is the biggest form of oppression they know of?

Discuss the Holocaust. Who were oppressed? What happened?

Put class into groups of 4 or 5. Each group given one verse from A prayer for----.

Groups read their extracts. Consider what is being said. Use it as a Narration script.

Show and evaluate – what comes from their work? Note for portfolio.

Read Fifty years later and discuss what the writer is trying to communicate.

Groups combined – so about 10 in each – and discuss life in the camps. Consider what they’d want to show in a performance.

After 10 minutes hand out  three pictures to each group to use as further stimulus. What do they make you feel? How can this influence your story?

Plan story. Notes for portfolio.

Session 6                                                                                                                                              .

Begin rehearsing piece.

Hot-seat each other.

Stop class and bring together. Share Vultures poem. Discuss meaning. Make notes.

Use information to consider Characters as real people – not simply evil: evil is just what the soldiers did?

Hand out Symbols – Swastikas and David Stars. How can these be used in the piece to create more meaning for the audience?

Rehearse. Point out staging area and consider use of the space and levels. What could they communicate? Can Gestures be used to make meaning deeper? (Mime as  they have no props)

Notes for portfolio.

H.W. Write a monologue and learn for next session: it can be a diary entry (like Ann Frank), or a letter home, or a direct speech. Consider the appropriate language for the age and situation of their characters.

Session 7                                                                                                                                              .

Show monologues to each other and discuss – can they enhance the piece?

Rehearse. Can contrasts, gestures and any other forms we’ve covered be used to mark moments?

Discuss use of tableaux  at beginning or end. Demonstrate “the machine”. Each group to create one based on their pieces.

Show and evaluate.

They can use the machine in their pieces, if they feel it could affect the performance effectively.

Show and evaluate.

Write an evaluation of their performances and the course of study for the exam (as defined in the November spec, before the board changed it all!)

All further sessions until Unit 2                                                                                                        .

Work on portfolios. Show and discuss with teacher, regarding clarity and register.

____
____

