Edexcel GCSE Drama Paper 1 Unit 1

Scheme of Work 2003-04
‘Rights & Responsibilities’
Drama texts/stimuli used:
· Transcripts of various speeches:
Martin Luther King

Nelson Mandela

· CD of various 20th Century speeches 
· CD of  ’80s protest songs

· Extracts from ‘Antigone’ – Sophocles

· Speeches from ‘Julius Caesar’ – Shakespeare – Brutus & Mark Anthony
AO1:

Explorative strategies used throughout – Still Image; Hot-seating; Cross-cutting; Role-play; Thought-tracking

AO2:
Monologue for own character; Consideration & design for set/lights/costume; Consideration & practice of action/plot/content, forms, climax/anti-climax, conventions, characterisation etc.
AO4:

Class discussion & evaluation of work (ongoing & final); Evaluate own work & work of others; Consideration of context for each group piece (s/c/h elements)
Lesson 1 (2 x 25 minutes – approx. 40 minutes practical; 10 minutes writing notes for Portfolio) The lesson will be filmed.
Read transcripts and listen to CD. What do these speakers have in common? (They are all speaking about something they believe in – defending a cause etc).
Discussion: Are there causes to defend today? What are they? What are the criteria for identifying an issue/a cause which is ‘worthwhile’ standing up for? A3 paper & coloured pens for students to brainstorm & write their ideas – for wall-posting & discussion.
In groups of 3 to 5, discuss and identify a contemporary issue/cause. Devise up to 3 Still Images to communicate the issue. Share and discuss.

Read ‘Antigone’ extract/s. Discuss the vocalisation and physicalisation of these extracts.
Hot-seating – students to choose to be either Antigone or Ismene (2 boys in group may be a servant of Creon’s who overhears Antigone’s plot – character invention to give boys a role). Each student in turn to take the hot-seat and respond in role to questions asked by rest of group. Discuss outcome of this work. How did it open up possibilities to deepen engagement with the role?
Read ‘Julius Caesar’ extracts. Discuss how Shakespeare uses language etc to convey meaning. What meanings are conveyed in these speeches? How? To what effect?

Portfolio Notes: Initial notes to be written in Drama Notebook. Response Phase: students must record their personal response to the stimuli given and state what these meant to them and how the texts are linked.
Lesson 2 (4 x 25 minutes – approx 80 minutes practical & 20 minutes Portfolio work). The lesson will be filmed.

Guided fantasy – You are in an isolated cell (imprisoned?) – no comfort. Cold, hard walls & floor etc. Single light bulb – on all the time. Tiny barred window high up on back wall. Temperature very hot by day; very cold at night. Tiny space – scarcely enough room to turn round – cannot get exercise. Occasionally, water & bread is passed in via small trap door in wall. Sometimes trap door is just opened & nothing happens.

What have you done to get here? What did you stand up for/defend? Who has put you here? Why? Will you get out? How will you get out?

Groups – discuss each fantasy. Choose just one from them all. This is the theme of your next piece of work. Discuss ways to develop the theme using Explorative Strategies (e.g. role-play, still-image, thought-tracking etc), the Drama Medium AND Elements of Drama e.g. voice, rhythm, movement etc.
This is the Development Phase of the work.
Groups will be encouraged to work on this piece in some detail and most of this lesson time will be taken up with this development. 

Groups will be encouraged also to use their ideas for using the Drama medium and Elements of Drama.

H/W – Write a monologue for your character. This will be included in your Portfolio.

Portfolio work – write notes on work done this lesson. Head up as Development Phase.  

Lesson 3 (4 x 25 minutes – approx 80 minutes practical & 20 minutes Portfolio work). The lesson will be filmed.

Evaluative phase – final rehearsals of last week’s piece of drama. Sharing & evaluating. 
Audience Observation Focus: How effectively have the group planned their drama to
a) have meaning for an audience

b) use Elements of Drama/Drama Medium/Explorative Strategies

c) highlight the chosen right/belief etc
Final sharing of work. Observation Focus as before. 
Discuss the work in the light of the Observation Focus above.

Portfolio work should evaluate a) individual work & achievement





        b) group/class work & achievement
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