SoW: DRAMA GCSE KS4

N.B. This was originally aimed for an all girls school but the activities do work with mixed groups –have confidence on their maturity, and if they fail you, use THEM as the example as ‘What could have happened before Act 1’

THE CRUCIBLE: ARTHUR MILLER

	AIMS & OBJECTIVES

Paper One: Video Session                   Paper Two: Stimuli from a text

To widen knowledge of Drama techniques & skills

Introduce STANISLAVSKI as a practitioner

Develop Understanding of text as a stimuli & as a script


	ATT TARGET
	TOPIC/WRITTEN TASKS

	
	Research ‘The Puritan’ & their society

	
	Role on the wall: Character analysis

	
	Monologue

	
	Paper Two: Unit One (from Improvisation)

	
	Paper two: Unit Two (drama presented to others)


	DIFFERENTIATION

In H/W tasks

In allocation of groups

Extension tasks at the back of script I) increase understanding ii) deepen knowledge


	RESOURCES

Script: A.Miller’s The Crucible (Heinmann)

Photocopied Resources (Text, pictures, costume, history – find from the internet)

Cardboard boxes, materials, scraps of colours, paper etc …

Large Paper and pens for brainstorms


	ASSESSMENT

2 pieces of coursework UNITS 1 & 2 from EdExcel (Paper 2) 

OR Unit A Scripted & Unit C Performance from IGCSE Cambridge

Video Lesson(s) to send to EdExcel (Paper 1)

OR Video Performance(s) to send to Cambridge 

Self Assessment: watching videos using set marking criteria


	ICT

Video recording, watching the video once it is downloaded to a normal VHS

Digital Camera for action shots for Portfolio’s,

Downloading research and previous productions from the Internet

Coursework: Font RT size 12


	COMMENT

Is interchangeable between years 10 & 11 depending if it is on in the theatre or producing it at school.  Would be good to mix in some recent news – media ‘witch hunting’


	WEEK
	CONTENT (all lessons should be a little too full for 45mins, can be expanded or cut depending what PACE you wish the lesson to be)
	HOMEWORK

	1

SOCIETY


	Discuss – share homework resources.  Could hand out pictures of puritan dress. Establish the community and the strict rules

1. Improv: Market scene

2. TiR: stranger, barely breathing, obviously distressed, frighten students, unable to form a coherent word, ill or ‘mad’

3. Meeting in town hall (nominate student to run it as Mayor, discuss the ‘stranger’ perhaps invite TiR in to meeting)

Summarise: should have produced a little hysteria, whole community going against the stranger or divided the community – unrest = EVIL


	Play ‘truth or dare’ in friendship group

Dare= item of uniform removed

Discuss; feelings, emotions, vulnerability, naughty

OBJECT: Perform a RITUAL, teacher led, holding hands in circle, darken/black out rm, humming, walking faster and faster – fall down. Making sure the whole circle is linked sit down and make your wish in your head placing the possession you have bought into the middle of the circle.

Should be lots of giggling and silly behaviour today!

BRAINSTORM: (individually, group, class) discuss feelings, emotions, reactions: Teacher leads group to the opening of the play, offering possible explanations for the ‘dancing in the woods’ and Mercy’s nakedness
	‘How Puritan’s dealt with wrong-doers’

(All students in puritan dress for this lesson) Brainstorm on board the PUNISHMENTS e.g.: 50p fine for playing football on a Sunday, stocks for wearing colour, whipping for dancing etc.

Nominate/Chose student to hand out punishments – checking dress (too short, too tight, too long, hair down, tiny splash of colour)

Establish how strict they really were.

Act 1, page 14-16

1st Scene: “Fly Betty” in groups of 4 set the scene & block it out (Stanislavski)

Prepare in 10mins

Remove Scripts

Re-rehears using memory recall and improv
	PREVIOUSLY – before beginning this scheme.

RESEARCH THE PURITANS & THEIR SOCIETY

Use a notebook – small to which you will add notes from every lesson to be able to write up portfolio’s later.



	
	
	
	
	Bring a possession of someone you love OR who you want to love you

(Reminder to note lesson)

	
	
	
	
	Bring a puritan costume IN – basic black, white, gray, brown clothes

(note lesson)


	WEEK
	CONTENT
	HOMEWORK

	2

SOCIAL DYNAMICS OF SECRETS & BLAME


	Revise Act 1 page 14-16

How does Abigail get the others to listen?

Read Act 1 pg 35-40

Discuss the character of TITUBA, her status?

How is blame shifted from Abby to T?  

In pairs improvise Abby & T’s status leading to T’s confession must use changing status, revision of HIGH & LOW STATUS 

In 3’s: THOUGHT TRACK: ulterior motives of Abby, T, & Rev Parris

In groups of 5 create two abstract freezes of the feelings at the beginning & the end of the scene
	Recap freezes

Fill in the scene: IMPROV (How to sway a group)

Share: Evaluate

Introduce Thomas Putnam

Read the notes in the script out loud

Discuss ‘belief’

What would motivate PUTNAM to stick to his argument even if he didn’t believe it himself
	GROUP PEER PRESSURE.

Witch hunting (pg 8 in s.guide)

Divide class into three groups

1.) Accused

2.) Accusers

3.) Judges

Create a shape together depicting your group.  Add a movement that can be repeated again & again. Think of a sentence that represents your group’s thoughts.

REPEATED LAYERING, chorus – bring in group after group.

2 Freezes, same 3 groups 1.) In court 2.) In jail & sentenced

SHOW PHOTOGRAPH ‘The witches of Mora Sweden’ Freeze groups of 7/8with a message of the picture


	Role on the wall for your character in the 1st scene (use the text)



	
	
	
	
	Questions & Answers

(helping with IGCSE Written exam if Cambridge board, or deepen understanidng)

1. What are the facts?

2. Do these facts add up to witchcraft or a case of high spirits?

3. How could you account for the illnesses?

Use close textual reference and quotes to justify your decisions 

Note to teacher: Check they are making notes for their portfolio


	WEEK
	CONTENT
	HOMEWORK

	3
	Eliz & John PROCTOR

Act 2: Stanislavski

Improv 1. using pages 41-46 (opening of Act2)

Improv 2. say what the character is thinking

INTERNAL MONOLOGUES 

Improv 3. pg 50-52

Discuss the relationship as a class
	Prepare Monologues for Performance.  Teacher assisted.  Create a tunnel, all Eliz’s on one side & all John’s opposite.  Begin to speak monologues to each other (everyone – so it’s hard to hear each other); as they are performing to their opposite they must try and meet them in the middle – slowly.  Teacher walks through the middle (perhaps representing Abby) and turns their backs, pushes them to the ground, blocks them from reaching their point – once the teacher has touched them they can’t change position, but they must still try and communicate right to the end of their monologue (therefore uncomfortable, frustrated, restricted)

(Set into groups NOW and give each group an Act to prepare for next lesson)
	Brainstorm ideas for the Set Design for each Act in groups set from last lesson. Group 1 = Act 1

Group 2 = Act 2 etc for 4 acts.

Think about the setting, the atmosphere of hysteria, the claustrophobic and gloomy community –  making sure you read the set directions.

Design the set for your act and build a mini version of it.

Design and sketch with material samples the costumes for your act.

Present ideas and justify decisions and ideas as a group at the end of the lesson – making sure the emphasis is on the IDEAS that are important NOT the artwork!


	Monologue when Cheever takes Eliz away.  In ROLE as either John or Eliz.  Look at the reasons, outside influences, use rhetorical questions



	
	
	
	
	Bring in material for set design and building – boxes, material, paint, wood, ideas from home…

Bring in sample materials from home for the costume fabric and texture…

(check note books to see if lessons are being recorded)


	WEEK
	CONTENT
	HOMEWORK

	4

THE INDIVIDUAL IN SOCIETY
	John Proctor’s guilt:

Absract in 3/4’s a representation of ‘guilt’ (note what he is guilty of…)

Brainstorm John proctor’s confession in groups ¾ - look at the language he uses and the way he is ‘set up’.  Represent:

1) judges

2) eliz voice

3) people in jail

What does John do? – why?  Does he stand up as an individual or give in to what others want?

Extention: forum theatre – a time you felt peer pressure?


	AFTER the trial:

John Hale: guilt

In pairs HOTSEAT John Hale after all the deaths in Salum

In pairs: Improv John Hale’s first meeting with Elizabeth OR Abby after the hangings

In threes: Improv Eliz, John Hale & Abby meeting each other – where would they meet? Accident or arranged? Discuss carefully first
	John Hale’s nightmare.

Guilty conscience… discuss who has he condemned? What has happened? Torture, hanging, humiliation… (Compare his character at the beginning to the end)

How would he react?

How would others react to him?

In groups of 7/8 imporv and create John Hale’s nightmare.

Perform and evaluate as a class.


	Personal writing: 

A time you felt peer pressure? What escape have you got? What does it take to be an individual and avoid giving into a group?

	
	
	
	
	Reflection: summarise the feelings of the characters, the development of the plot and your understanding of the play so far.

Choose one line from each act that is the dramatic peak for you?

(Hand in books)


	WEEK
	CONTENT
	HOMEWORK

	5
THE TRIAL

This section can be teacher directed using the whole class or in smaller groups depending on the dynamics of the group
	The Trial (
How would you build the tensions? The atmosphere? Setting? Lights? Discuss & plan – brainstorm in groups. (use large paper and thick pens)

Pick out favourite sections, discuss the different method of Stanislavski true to his text or Brecht using Epic, Montage, gest etc.
	Replay the trial

1) with scripts

2) without scripts

3) Plan direct, adjust original material
	PERFORM
	Research ideas, bring in materials for improvisation, sounds, music, etc.

	
	
	
	
	Coursework – written evaluation or A3 collage of the work produced from the lessons so far – photos, cut outs, quotes from lessons 

	6
	Choose a part of ‘The Crucible’ Groups of 4/5 = 15min drama

Brainstorm begin to prepare improvisation may use scripted piece or improvised but must be polished
	ASSESSED PERFORMANCE
	Coursework – written evaluation of the rehearsal time and the final performance


