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The Disappeared

Whole group discussion. 

Teacher puts the drama into context: “Almost 30,000 Argentines ‘DISAPPEARED’ between 1976 and 1979 which were the most oppressive years of military rule. ‘Disappearance’ is the kidnapping of an individual followed by torture and secret detention, which meant that the military denied the fact that the prisoners were in their hands. People would be taken off the streets for no explanation. However generally those who were taken off the streets were those who wanted better rights and working conditions for the population of Argentina.

Teacher Reads Extract ONE from The Disappeared by John Simpson.

Teacher leads a discussion: What would it be like living in this kind of society? How would your life be different? What would you be able to do and not do? What word can describe this type of regime?

Thought Shower

 Invite the students to make a list of words which describes this culture and society at this time. ASK STUDENTS TO WRITE THEM IN THEIR BOOKLETS.

Still Image

Re-read the EXTRACT ONE. Get students to create a still image. One at a time the students come out and look at the picture does it look like the words that are written from the Thought shower.

Extract 2

They Dance Alone by Sting. Students read the words from their drama booklets and hear from the cd the emotion from the song. 

Discussion

What is the song about? What feelings are evoked by this song? Do these women have any king of hope? How are they managing on their own? Add more words to the Thought Shower.

Whole Group Role-Play with Thought Tracking

Invite the students to place pictures of their loved ones on their back and explain that in a few moments they will be taking on the role of the women who used to march in the plaza. These women knew that they had to keep marching at all times because if they stopped an began talking they would be arrested. No-one was allowed to have a meeting. Guards would be in the plaza watching and waiting for them to do something wrong. 

Reminder. You are no longer children at school but someone else- who are you? What is your name? Who have you lost? Who has disappeared? Why do you march? What are you doing here? Remember you do not know why they have disappeared and they cannot contact you.

Once the students start to move around the room in silent protest the teacher stops and asks some students what they are doing here, why, what are they feeling?

Allow the situation to develop…

Teacher-In Role

When all the students are marching in role in the plaza the teacher gets dumped in the middle of the square. All he says is help me. Obviously distressed, hope that the students get the idea to help and take me off. FREEZE 

Thought Track

Ask students how they feel about this man? Who is he, what is he doing here? Etc.

Out of role discussion

Where might the women take him? Do they have a secret hiding place? Can you trust me? What do they want to find out from me?

Hot seat the teacher in role
Teacher in role as John. Everything must be kept vague:

1 His name is John

2 I have been in prison- the prison looked like an old school

3 There were a lot of people there, and begin to recognise one of the photo’s pinned to the women.

4 I was taken blindfolded to the prison.

I was tortured.

5 I am married and I don’t know where my wife is.

Out of Role Discussion

Where might the drama develop to next? What situation are they in? Can they trust John? Why did the guards dump him here?

Possibly secret meeting place.

Whole group TIR. Women marching in the plaza.

New Information. Poster

“Meeting at Military Headquarters at 2pm today.”

Allow the drama to unfold.

Discussion

What could the military want/ Do they decide to go?

Pair-role play with Forum Theatre

A) Woman has decided to go an meet the military.

B) A close friend or member of the family.

Secret Role Play

A The woman is very scared about going but feels that this is the only chance to find her son or husband. If she goes missing please will B continue marching in the square.

B This person thinks that a is absolutely mad to go and meet the military and tells her that he thinks it is a trap. B tries to persuade A not to go.

Forum the work adjusting when required to take on ideas from other students.

TIR – GUARD

Meeting at the Ministry of Interior.

Guard is very nice and supportive but keeps asking questions about the persons that have gone missing. He tries to take down their names in an attempt to find their relatives.

The reason for the meeting is to invite them into the prison to find their loved ones.

The guard leaved the room and asks them to make their decision. 

He returns and tells them to meet outside the building at 10am the following day.

Out of Role discussion

Why is the guard giving these people the opportunity to find their loved ones? What is his motive? Is it a trick? What are these women going to do about it? Is the risk worth taking?

Marking the moment

After the meeting in the Ministry of Interior the group needs to identify the significant moment in the piece and STILL IMAGE the piece and add captions, individuals can come out and speak the thoughts in their head.

Part 2 

A New Government Constitution

The teacher informs the class that we must look back to see what life was like before the Military took control.

Role-play

In small groups the teacher invites students to take one of the constitutions and improvise a short scene of what this means for the community.

Presentation

Each groups to show their scenes.

Teacher explains that many countries in the world live under this sort of dictatorship- where else in the world do they live under a dictatorship? Iran Iraq

Spontaneous improvisation

A Johns Brother

B Friend of the family

Situation A tries to convince B to join a secret underground movement to overthrow the dictator. B has just joined the secret police.

Begin.

Forum Theatre

Suggest ideas and alter play as appropriate.

Meeting outside Ministry of Interior

TIR as Guard this time more forceful and scary.

He tells the women they will be blindfolded and placed on the bus. He screams and shouts at them. 

Thought Tracking 

The teacher taps students on shoulder to hear thoughts.

Teacher Narration 

Teacher asks students to find a place in the room as I am going to narrate a journey and the entrance to the prison. Try to imagine what I am saying. When I stop narrating the drama begins.

During the narration the teacher plashes red paint on the floor to symbolise blood. Places ripped photos on the floor and messages that say good bye to the world. I know that death is soon.

TIR as John

Comes and rescues the group to escape the prision. Had been following them all day an had an idea they would need his help. John takes them back to town safely.

Discussion

What would you have done if John had not come for you?

Extract 3

Something Inside so Strong- Labbi Sifri

Discussion, what is the song about? Apartheid, race, colour religion sexuality. Mention that this song was about and encourage students to create links with power is within us all.

Discussion

What shall we do next?

Return to the Plaza

TIR as Commander 

Let the role play begin.

