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 EVACUEES : A SCHEME OF WORK

Objectives:

To teach technical vocabulary and improvising skills through a real life context. Linked to History.

Skills:

Freeze frame, spontaneous and rehearsed improvisation, use of space, contrast, mime, pause, endow, symbolism, abstract, naturalism, forum theatre, thought tracking, hotseating, narrator,status

Resources:

Siren tape / gas mask, real life stories, pictures. 


Lesson 1

The Second World War started in 1939 and was to last until 1945, involving all the major world powers and most smaller nations in fighting:

"It was on the third ..... a pleasant, sunny Sunday morning that we heard the fateful wireless announcement that a state of war existed between Germany and Britain .... and almost immediately afterwards we were horrified to hear, for the first time the dismal wailing of an air raid siren.  It was a false alarm, but initially terrifying".

(The day war broke out.  Peter Haining).

Hitler stated dropping bombs on British cities in 1940 and fully expected Britain to the country to be bought to its knees.  By the end of 1940 the death toll from bombing was 13,600 and over 250,000 Londoners lost their homes.  By late September 1940 the tube played host to about 180,000 people every night.  Many queued all day to secure their places underground ... people settled down to sleep on the platforms, in the passageways, on the escalators and even over the rails.  Only 40% of Londoners took shelter from the bombs, the rest chose to take their chances in bed or under the stairs. 

1.
Word Association 'Air Raid' - 'Bombing'.


How do they make you feel?


Try to get - Excited, Scared, Loss, Devastation. 


Individually find a freeze that demonstrates this word.


Show and evaluate. 

2.
Small 'family groups'.  Show four freeze frames:

*
Air raid goes off - scared. 

*
In the shelter and 'all clear' - excited.

*
Coming out of the shelter and seeing home demolished - devastated.

*
Realisation that your home has gone - loss.

Once these are established encourage groups to move slowly (merge them together in an abstract way over a slow count) from one to another. They need a cue and to be able to watch and work closely with each other.  Use a siren sound-track to add atmosphere. 

3.
Improvisation, naturalistic. Short scene based around the frozen pictures. Taking care over sensitive issues and serious aspects involved.  Evaluate some.  How did they show where they were? Were the characters believable? Why?

4.
The whole group freeze in the underground. One by one students enter the stage and take up positions, try to add thoughtfully, think about levels and contrast.  Thought track. 


Evaluate. 


Lesson 2

Leaving Home
Skills:

Endow, spontaneous improvisation, whole group freeze frame, mime, forum theatre.

Information:

In September 1940, because of the Blitz the Government ordered the evacuation of children from the cities to the countryside.  More than 70,000 children were sent abroad.  The evacuation of mothers and children from the cities was code named Pied Piper.  These youngsters with labels tied around their necks, gas mask holders hanging from their shoulders, their faces excited and tearful, were organised into school groups and travelled by train from the cities to the reception areas. 

Stress working class and middle class all evacuated. 

Facts and Figures
827,000 School Children

524,000 Pre-School Children

12.000 Pregnant Mothers

103,000 Teachers and Helpers.

1.
Individual mime - packing your suitcase, put in one special thing - thought track.

2.
The station platform.  Leaving home for the first time, saying goodbye to family - whole group.


In groups of three endow each other with characteristics (explain).


Short thirty seconds spontaneous improvisation and freeze-frame. 

What do the class think it must have been like.  Some of the evacuees would never see their families again.

3.
Divide class into three train carriages. 


Frozen pictures:  a) leaving,  b) seeing countryside,  c) tired / emotional.  


Spontaneous improvisation. 

Discussion.  Explain the different ways in which the evacuees were distributed. 


'The slave market'.  Lining children up. 


'Hunt the House'.  Taking children to doorsteps

4.
Half class.  Give each a label - they are to be evacuees.  They must think of what character they would like to be or endow characteristics, rest of the class in role as people living in a small village have come to hall to pick which child to take home (Think about what sort of work they do, how they live, what sort of child would they like?).

5. Freeze frame - get group to improve each others’  freeze-frames. Then whole group spontaneous improvisation.  Freeze and thought track at intervals

6.
Forum theatre.  One is in role, volunteer trying to find homes for he children.  One is at home and reluctant to have an evacuee.  One is the evacuated child.  How can the volunteer persuade you to take a child?  What arguments can you use to not take a child?  How do you feel as a child, will you talk and persuade them too? Encourage students to freeze the action and take up the role or make suggestions. Keep up the pressure.

     This could be done as a whole group with an evacuee being turned away from a series of homes, small groups, or use script by Jack Rosental. 


Lesson 3

Arrival
Skills:

Sound track, monologue, naturalistic dialogue.

1.
Read true life accounts of being evacuated. 

2.
Small Group Work
Create a sound track in small groups of noises in the city.  Then create a sound track of noises in the country.

Listen to some and discuss the difference.  What are they?  Describe the contrast. 

3.
Solo Work

Lie down on the floor, close your eyes, you are going to do a mime of unpacking your bag when you wake up, you are in a new bed with even a different smell / feel to your own house. 


Imagine you are an evacuee the first day in your new house.  Are you working class (poor) or middle class?  Is your family from a different social class to you?  Everything is different.  How old are you?  After your mime, you are writing a letter home.  Say the letter out loud (Monologue). 


Listen to some of these and evaluate for believable characters and emotion. 

4.
Working In Pairs (you are in the city).


Imagine the conversation between Mum and Dad at home; do they miss their child / children?  Are they glad they're gone?  Do they think they are safe away from the bombs.  Does one of them feel differently to the other?  Which scene makes for better drama?  Conflict or agreement?


Evaluate a few.


Give out a written task.  Write up the work, either task 3 or 4 from the lesson. Use stage directions. Discuss how the writer makes his/her intentions known to the reader. How this could be interpreted.


Lesson 4

First Day
Skills:

Use of pause, audience awareness, status, hot seat. 

1.
Hot seat able child or TIR as evacuee. 


What have we learnt?

2.
In small groups of four create a scene starting and ending with a freeze frame of your first breakfast with your new family.  How do the characters relate to each other?  Do they like being there or is there some tension?  Imagine that they are not from the same social class as each other.  Did the family want to have an evacuee or were they forced to?  What would you call them?  Is the food the same as you are used to eating?  Do they treat you better or worse than your own Mum and Dad?  Use pauses to show tension.  Make sure you define your space and think about the audience. 


Explain status. 

      Make it clear who has the status in the scene.

For the first year of the war there were very few bombs dropped and the stress of being parted from their families was too much for some people.  Remember there were not many households with telephones, petrol was rationed and travel was difficult. 

3.
In groups of 3/4 prepare a short radio advertisement in which the government tries to dissuade mothers from taking their children home.  Remember it is on RADIO you can use interviews with evacuees, sound tracks - the Prime Minister - be imaginative.  


Listen to some.  How persuasive were they? Remember Hitler was thought capable of anything. 

What different skills do you need to use/think about for radio?


Lesson 5

Going Home
Skills:

Split scene, endow, flashback, symbolic meaning. 

Pairs:

Split scene.  Imagine that you have been able to get to a phone and you call your parents.  What sort of atmosphere will the call have?  Will there be pauses in the conversation?  How fast will they talk?  Remember not to look at each other?  Where are you?  Make it clear, end with a freeze frame.  You are going home make it clear why.

Evaluate some. 

Change Pairs:

Some evacuees have been away for 4/5 years - how does it feel to be going home?  In role as friends imagine you are saying goodbye.  You are going to give each other a present.  What could it be?

Evaluate some for real emotion, body contact, use of space.

Small Groups:

Home coming.  Show a scene where the evacuee is home, a flash forward to any time in the future.  Be careful about your blocking, make sure you don't mask anyone.  Somewhere in the scene the gift from the last exercise must appear.  How do you relate to it?  Imagine someone tries to take it away, how do you react?  Explain that this has endowed the object with symbolic meaning.  End with a freeze frame. 

*
Show a short flashback to the giving of the present, at some time during the scene, then back to the present. 


Show some evaluation for how well the object was endowed with symbolic meaning. 

Lesson 6

A summation of the scheme for assessment.

1.Create four frozen pictures, two that show a positive side of the war, two a negative. Try and make some links between them, e.g. characters are related.

2.Use a narrator and try to encorporate some of the skills learnt in the scheme. Use the freeze frames to ensure that your performance has contrast. Think about the overall form flashbacks/forward (crosscutting) Make a definite ending.  20 minutes rehearsal. 

 3. A polished performance with lights.

Evaluate

Group discussion of skills learnt in the scheme. 

Assessment:

1.
Abilities to co-operate as part of a group. 

2. Improvise and rehearse. Planning and structure

3. Audience awareness

4. Create and sustain a character. 

5.  Use of Drama forms

5.
Evaluate each others’ work.  
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