
Unit 1 Introduction to Drama 

(The Haunted Lift)


Drama
Year 7

About the unit

This unit is designed to introduce students to drama at John Penrose School. They will learn how to work in the Drama Studio, the value of warmups & games. They will work together co-operatively to prepare, present and evaluate a piece of Drama. They will have a “taster” of group & pair work, spontaneous & planned improvisation.

Where the unit fits in

This unit is the first exposure to Drama that students will have at KS3 level. It presupposes a complete lack of Drama experience.
Expectations

At the end of this unit

most pupils will: understand the rules of the studio, know some games & warmups, de aware of the “rules of performance”, be able to work together in small groups, creating, presenting and evaluating a piece of Drama, using basic Drama forms.

some pupils will not have made so much progress and will: be able to create, present and evaluate a piece of Drama with one other person, following a highly structured briefing.

some pupils will have progressed further and will: demonstrate their greater awareness of developmental possibilities; make subtle adjustments and use dramatic devices to refine and use contrast; develop their improvisation with greater depth.

Prior learning

No prior learning is neccessary

Language for learning

Through the activities in this unit pupils will be able to understand, use and spell correctly words and phrases relating to:

•
form and structure, e.g set (setting), character, on and offstage, space, stereotype

•
processes, eg warmups, pair and group improvisation, spontaneous and prepared improvisation evaluation of their own & others’ work, Teacher-in-Role, performance/presentation

Resources

Resources include:

•
stimulus: Poem – “The Haunted Lift”

· Marker pens, sugar paper

Future learning

Pupils could go on to:

· Help direct other groups’ work.

· Begin experiencing scripted Drama

Enrichment

Learning could be enriched through:

•
joining local Drama Groups

· Auditioning for the school play

Lesson One: Introduction: How do we use the Drama Studio?

•
Rules of the Studio 
· Line up outside the studio.

· Shoes off (Trainers allowed)

· Teacher’s use of the word “Freeze”

· “Freeze” game
Students stop talking and stop moving when “Freeze” is called by teacher


Exploration: Warmups & Games – what they are & why do we do them?

· A range of games and warmups used before Drama begins.

· The rationale of these games & warmups
· Fruit Bowl

· Walking & getting into groups

· Wink Murder

· Keeper of the keys

· The Empty Chair

· Relaxation and physical Warmups
Students are able to play & enjoy these games and understand the reasons why we do them
Although these games are there to be enjoyed and to prepare students for Drama, they should be played in a disciplined way.

Lesson 2: Exploration: Preparing first piece of Drama

· How to work in pairs (both fiend and teacher selected)

· How to work in random, mixed gender groups

· Contribute their ideas without calling out

· To make decisions about their characters
· Read the poem. What is it about? Draw out the mystery of the 13PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT="
thPRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT="
floor. What do they
associate with the number 13?

·  Re-read the contradiction in the last line. Do class have an explanation for this?

·  Ask the class if they were to create a piece of Drama based on the poem, where would it
take place? Introduce the word set. (“Set” & “Setting” to be written in Word Banks)

· Divide the class into mixed gender groups of approximately 5. Give each group a piece of
sugar paper and a marker pen. Each group build a description of the “The Haunted Lift”, whilst re-reading the poem
Put these on the wall.


· Students understand concept of set/setting

· Students work for first time in random mixed gender groups; they are aware that this is the norm.
The work that is produced is not in itself of vital importance. It is the PROCESS of working together that is important. 

Lesson Three; Exploration – First attempts at Role Play

· How to make decisions about selecting and presenting character

· First uses of space
1. Recap last week’s lesson

2. Introduce the idea that there is a caretaker who looks after the “ultra modern tower block” who is female. The person who will play this role will need a description of the character. What will we need to consider? (Voice, movement and mannerisms). Write these ideas down on sugar paper and display with descriptions of “The Haunted Lift.” (“Character” in Word Bank)

3. Imagine the Drama is about to begin. Ask the class to rearrange the seats to define the acting space. Steer them towards sitting in the shape of the lift.

4. Define onstage/off stage.

5. Evaluate work - what have we achieved today? What Drama terms have been used/learnt?


Can anyone find any of these words on the “Drama Vocabulary” display?


· Students should understand that characters each have their individual characteristics, traits and personality.

· In order to present these we must fully explore  vocal and physical means


Lesson 4; Exploration – First Pair Drama

· How to work in pairs, synthesizing what they have learned so far.

· The rules of presentation – “Counting yourselves in & out”. Audience respectful & attentive.
· Recap last weeks lesson with particular reference to decisions made and the mystery of the thirteenth floor mentioned in the poem.

· Get the class to sit in the shape of the lift.

· Teacher describes the lift to the class with reference to the class description. Teacher stands in the middle of the lift and tells the following story. “If you stand in particular place in the lift and look over your right shoulder you can see, written in something that looks like red paint the words; “PLEASE HELP M.” The only person who ever sees these
words is the caretaker. Early every morning, she goes into the lift and cleans off the words but the next day, in exactly the same place, the words have reappeared and she has to clean them off again and again.

· Class moves out of lift shape and back into a circle.

· Class discussion about what they have just heard.

· Teacher briefs students as follows

· A new family has just moved into the ultra modern tower block. A parent and a child. In pairs, they must decide on : gender of parent, gender, name, age of child and the floor they will be living on

· In pairs, they have three minutes to create a depiction PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT="
, which shows the parent and child in their new flat.

· Presentation of a few pairs’ work.

· Evaluation of their own & others’ work.


· Will have taken steps to devise their first character.

· Will have worked on the creating & devising strand with another student.

· Will have been part of an audience

· SOME STUDENTS will have taken part in their first presentation
For this performance, pick pairs who seem to show confidence.

Lesson Five First Spontaneous improvisation.
· How to work in a spontaneous improvisation.

· How to work with Teacher in Role
Recap of last lesson. Teacher briefs students as follows

It is later that day and the parent realises that s/he needs bread and milk. The parent noticed a corner shop close to the tower block as they were moving their furniture in. They send their daughter/son to the shops with a lift. When the child returns from the shop, s/he gets into the lift. There is someone in there. Short spontaneous improvisation in pairs to show who the other person is.

Class gets into lift shape. Chose a volunteer to go into role as the child.

Teacher in role as the caretaker in the lift. She is looking over her shoulder and cleaning the words off the wall as in the story. The pupil enters the lift and the caretaker tells the child to get out of the lift, as it is dangerous. Let the improvisation run for a few minutes.

Explain that this was a spontaneous improvisation. Discuss who were the characters?
Impressions of the caretaker (what influenced these impressions i.e. physical appearance), reaction of the child? Why did s/he react in this way? What did the caretaker actually say to the child? Has the caretaker been stereotyped?

8. Evaluate what has been learnt in terms of drama and in terms of stereotyping. Refer to new words learnt on “Drama Vocabulary” display.


· Should have had experience of imporovising spontaneously.

· MORE Students should have experience of presenting and of being evaluted
IN EVALUATION The good, strong, positive aspects of performance should be emphasised. At this stage ignore faults and weaknesses until sure of how individual students will react to cricism.

LESSON SIX; Group presentation

· How to prepare & present  a group improvisation and have their work evaluated by the teacher and the rest of the class.
· Recap of all we know about the Tower Block, the Haunted Lift & the characters.

· Divide the class into random groups of 4 or 5.

· Give them a wide ranging brief; they have 15 minutes to prepare a group improvisation “What happened to the little girl?” The presentation should not include violence (not because of squeamishness, but because children of that age do not know how to present it effectively)

· During preparation phase, teacher to visit each group.

· Present

· Evaluate
· Should all have had experience of presenting to their classmates. This can be quite a nerve-racking experience.

· Should be aware that they learn from each others’ work; their mistakes & their successes. That evaluation is as crucial as presentation.
ALL Students should present. If  lesson has to continue into next week, then so be it.
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