KINGSBURY HIGH SCHOOL DRAMA DEPARTMENT        YEAR 8 KEY STAGE 3

Title: Ishi - The Last Tribal North American Indian
  Resources: Picture &Information










 Overall Aim:
For pupils to engender sympathy and understanding



To explore the life of a historical figure, through a dramatic medium



To explore Persecution and prejudice, through the dramatic medium



To develop an understanding of style and presentation.

Lesson 1

Task




Instructions/Questions

Pick one student 



This student will not see the picture.  He/She must write






Down all the words the others in the class give in response 






To the picture, on the board.

Show picture to rest of group

Ask students to think of one word that describes the






picture, how they feel or what they think.

Single Student
Once everyone has responded ask the student at the board to draw a picture of what they imagine the person in the picture to look like.

Whole Group



Group watch this image being drawn.  When the image is 






Drawn ask the student to justify their drawing.  Then show 




the picture.






Question the group about the drawing and what has 






occurred how did the student get this mental picture in






their head.  Is their picture like the original?  What is the






danger of making mental pictures from other people’s






responses?

Return to original picture

Discuss and question


Question group about why they have responded in such a






Manner &






Who is the picture of?






Is the person in the picture happy or sad?






Is the person in the picture dangerous?






Is the person in the picture a victim?






What is a victim?

Group Drawing



On sugar paper pupils to draw a stick figure and use 






descriptive words to describe the physical features






of the figure.  E.g. Sad Eyes 

Discussion



Students show and explain their drawings





Pairs




Label A + B.  A to model B into the picture, stress the






importance of facial expression and gesture.

Show




Ask students which model is closest to the picture and






why.

Pairs




B to now model A to show what the figure might be doing






5 minutes after the original picture was taken.

Show and discuss


Discuss why each model has been created as it has, what






has changed and why.

Group Discussion



Ask students what skills have been used in the lesson so






far.

Individual Work



Students in mime to show a day in the life of the figure






As they imagine it.  Keep this going as long as possible, this






Works best in a quiet and controlled atmosphere, if you 






Have lighting it is good to use it here.  The responses will






Obviously vary a great deal at this stage.  But many 






Student will go for the homeless begging angle.  Watch






Out for those that differ.

Show and Analyse


Show some work and analyse the use of skills in the lesson.

HOMEWORK

Students to create a stick figure using a drawing     



Programme on a PC and label with descriptive words to 



Describe the figure in the picture.

Title – Ishi




Resources: Historical Information

Aims: 
To give historical context to the figure

To explore via the use of Still Image, Role Play and games the issues surrounding the 


 life of the character. 


To consider the danger of rumours through the use of drama

Lesson 2

Task                                      Instruction/Questions
Teacher reads                                              Before reading the information set the students a task

                                           to remember as many details from the story as possible

                                           after reading ask pupils to give the information that

                                                                     they have remembered put this up on the board so they

                                                                     can refer to it later.

Discuss                                                          Ask pupils for their responses to the information.

Groups /5

Still Images                                                   Pupils to pick out 3 key moments from the story and

                                                                      create Still Images to show.  Stress the importance

                                                                      of facial expressions, gesture, body language and

                                                                      use of space.

Show and discuss                                           Look at all the work and discuss the use of the above

                                                                      skills in relation to the context of the images.

Whole Group

Chinese Whispers                                          Teacher passes round the message Ignorance

                                                                      Prejudice and Fear walk hand in hand.  At the end

                                                                      of the game hear what the message has come out as. 

                                                                      Initiate a discussion as to what happens when 

                                                                      information is passed on from person to person, what

                                          are the dangers of this?

Ishi - Lesson 2 continued
Task                                       Instructions/Questions 
Whole Group                                                  Bring Ishi back into the context of the lesson get pupils

                                                                      Into a circle. Explain that the people  of Oroville 

                                                                      thought that Ishi was a wild man.  Use the idea of the

                                                                      game I Went to Market.  Start the game off with Ishi 

                                                                      was a wild man.  Each student must then add a piece of

                                                                      negative information to it, and repeat those that have

                                                                      gone before.  Explain at the end of the lesson that this

                                                                      is what the towns people of Oroville did with Ishi.

Groups 3

Improvisation                                                 Students to improvise the night that Ishi arrived

                                                                      In Oroville, emphasise how the rumours about him

                                                                      Might have begun.  The towns people had only heard

                                                                      That a wild man had been captured, get the students

                                                                      To think about how the townspeople would be scared.

Show some work                                             Analyse the work and discuss the danger of rumours.

                                                                       Have any of the towns people met Ishi yet?

Analyse                                                            What skills have been used in the lesson and how

                                                                        Successfully have you used them.

HOMEWORK                                                 Using the following Web Site students to look up the

                                                                     The town of Oroville in California.  Download and print

                                                                      To be put in scrap book

                                                                       http://encarta.msn.com/find/concise.asp?ti=66283000
                                                                       On the computer create the front page of a Newspaper 

                                                                       And write a news report about the events in Oroville

                                                                       Remember to include date, headline, the paper can be

                                                                       Either a broadsheet or tabloid.







Title  
Ishi

Aims
To use role-play as a means of understanding historical characters


For students to respond to teacher in role


For students to concentrate on movement, facial expression and reaction

Lesson 3

Task




Instruction/Questions

Whole Group



Recap on information from the last lesson.  Set the 






historical context that the rumours about Ishi had






escalated, and that the townspeople had put pressure on






Sheriff JB Webber.

Groups 4/5



A family discussing what they think the sheriff should do 

Improvisation



about The Wild Man.  Discuss some of the options first,






E.g. Kill him, let him go.  Students should think about what

    




provisions they might have made in order to keep 






themselves safe. E.g. Get guns, board up windows.

TIR

SIR




Teacher as Sheriff holding a meeting with the townsfolk,






who should give ideas about what he should do, before






starting this stress that the townsfolk were very scared






and concerned for their safety. The teacher should






remain on Ishi’s side.  As sheriff tell townsfolk that they






can see Ishi in his cell the next day.

Whole Group

Improvisation/SI


Students as townsfolk outside.  Get students to think






about how they are feeling about seeing The Wild Man.






Thought tap some students for reactions.  TIR as sheriff






make a big deal out of unveiling Ishi’s cell.  Count down and






freeze as cell is shown for the fist time.  Thought tap






students for their reactions.

Group discussion



Discuss the responses of the townsfolk.  Ask students






what drama specific skills they have used.  Emphasise the






use of facial expression, movement etc, to show the fear






of the townsfolk.

Groups 4/5

Improvisation



As towns folk, students to show the reactions.  Points to






Include:  
Did he look like they thought?








What struck them about him?








Are they still scared?








What should be done with him now?

Show




Students to show work.

Lesson 3 Continued

Task




Instructions/Questions

Debrief




Discuss the content and the form of the work.






Did pupils create believable characters?






What could they have done to improve upon any 






Weaknesses?






Were the reactions of the towns folk fair?






Why did they behave in the way they did?






How do they think  Ishi felt?






Would that happen today? 








HOMEWORK



Students to write a letter to a family friend living

                                                            Abroad to tell them about the events of the day.  

                                                            The letter must be word processed and typed in a

                                                            Font that looks like hand writing.  Remember to get

                                                            Them to put the correct date and address.

Title
Ishi

Aims     To concentrate on verbal and non-verbal communication.


To introduce Form theatre.

Lesson 4

Task




Instructions/Questions

Recap




Briefly discuss the content of the last lesson.  Explain that






the focus today will be verbal and non-verbal 






communication.  Ask what they understand by this.

Context setting



explain that Ishi was visited by an anthropologist called






Thomas Waterman, who worked at the San Francisco State 






Museum.  Ask pupils to think about the problems that he






might have had.  Ishi could not speak any english.  Get






students to think about how Waterman might have 






communicated with him.  Write suggestions on the board.

Forum Theatre



Set in the round.

TIR




Teacher as Ishi, pick a student to come into the cell and






initiate the first meeting of Waterman and Ishi.  It is 






important to remember that Ishi was very scared and






threatened it is likely that the first student will come in 






quickly and frighten Ishi.  Stop the work and explain that






this approach would not be successful.  Ask students why






get them to give suggestions about how to approach Ishi.







you may need to give 3 or 4 more people a go until you are






happy that the approach is right.  Remember to sign the






whole time that Ishi is scared.  Allow pupils to give ideas






to the person working, but try to stay in role.  This process






may take some time.  The aim is for Waterman to 






communicate non verbally to Ishi via signing, gesture,






Facial expression.   When Ishi feels safe the work can 






progress.  You can make Ishi hungry, thirsty, longing for






sunlight…remember he is a cell.  Try to bring out, if the






student doesn’t that Ishi has lost his family, because






white man murdered them, and that he lost his wife and






baby (See additional info sheet for details).  Allow ½ hour 






or more for this.

Debrief




Discuss the effect of this.  How did students feel about 






Their role in the forum theatre?

Pairs




re-enact their own meeting of Waterman and Ishi.  Stress






Non verbal communication.

Show




Debrief.  What skills were used today.

Homework

Students go to the following web site and down load the pictures of Ishi in his natural environment in Deer Creek.  Students then to write about one of the pictures and what it show about Ishi’s way of life as a Yahi Yana Indian

http://gal.berkeley.edu/~hearst/ishi/ishihomepage.htm
or Write a report as T.T Waterman to Alfred Kroeber giving details about the meeting with the Wild Man, remember to think about the use of language.  A report is formal.  (Use details from the forum theatre)

Title:
Ishi
Aims:
To use the information obtained from the drama to make and create the roles of the reporters and to respond appropriately.


To respond to these roles and to Teacher in Role.


To use verbal communication as a means of obtaining information.

Lesson 5

Task




Instruction/Questions
Recap




Brief discussion about the conclusions from the last lesson.






Set out objectives for this lesson.

Context Setting



Explain that curiosity about Ishi spread after Waterman’s






Visit.  Many reporters arrived in Oroville keen to question






Waterman about Ishi.  

Pairs

Improvisation



A + B. A is the newspaper reporter, B is Waterman.  Create






The interview.  What questions would be asked.






What is Ishi like?






Is he dangerous?






What happened to his family?






What is going to happen to him now?






Is he friendly?






How did you communicate with him?

Show




freeze the work and bring to life each pair in turn for 






About 30 second to 1 minute.

Context Setting



Explain that Waterman was going to take Ishi back to






Museum with him, to meet another anthropologist called 

                                                                  Alfred Kroeber as there was no where else for him to






Go and he couldn’t stay in the cell in Oroville as he was






At risk. 




                           Context






Alfred Kroeber was another anthropologist who had a great

               



Knowledge of Indian tribes.  He was waiting outside the






The museum when Ishi and Waterman arrived


Pairs                                                           Ishi, Waterman and Kroeber going into the museum.         

Still Image                                                  Audience want to see Ishi’s reaction to his new enviroment            

                                                                  Bring to life A few of the images and thought track either






Kroeber, Ishi or Waterman

Ishi- Lesson 5 Continued

Task




Instructions/Questions

Teacher Models



Explain that Ishi would have come across things in the






Museum that he had never seen before, like light switches,






A bed etc.  Teacher mime something that Ishi would never 






Never have seen before and how he might have dealt with






It. EG a mirror and his reflection or a tap with water that 






Can be stopped.

Individual Work



At the same time students to mime something Ishi would






Never have come across before and how he dealt with it.






Stop and watch some interesting ones.

Discussion



debrief and discuss lesson outcomes.

Context Setting



Ishi became a living museum exhibit and learnt to speak






English (badly) but he was allowed to practice all his






Yahi crafts in the museum.  After 3 years he faced the






A variety of different people, e.g doctors, teachers,






Press for a one of interview.

HOMEWORK



Think of 5 questions you would like to ask Ishi






Using the following web sites students to read the article






Written by Chris Watson and to decide whether the media






Portrayal of Ishi was right or not.  Students to pick out 5 






New pieces of information about Ishi that they did not 






Already know.






http://www.thegrid.net/thebicyclingguitarist/ishi/
Title: 
Ishi



Resources  Computers with Internet access

Aims :
To use use the skills of Teacher in Role and mantle of the expert to get students

            Gain further information about Ishi

            To use the internet to access information about Ishi

Lesson 6

Task




Instructions/Questions
This is a 2 part lesson.  The first part to take place in the drama studio the second in the ICT room. 

Allow 40 minutes for each part of the lesson.

TIR

SIR




The interview – Students as desired role.  Remind students






Of last weeks homework which was to prepare 5 questions






To ask Ishi about his life.  It is up to you to initiate this






Piece of work.  I have always gone out of the room to start






With and then knocked on the door quietly and waited.  






Someone usually answers the door.  Ishi has low status and






Should answer with one or two word answers.  It is up to 






The teacher to keep things going and to offer information






If the questions dry up. (see additonal information for






Potential answers to questions)

Debrief




What information has been opened up today?






Was Ishi as you imagined?






What skills have been used today?






What can we learn from this piece of work?

Take students to ICT room and give them the following web sites

http://faculty.washington.edu/chudler/ishi.html
students must read the article about what happened to Ishi’s brain after he died

Discussion



Was it right what happened to ishi’s brain particularly






As it is felt his soul is still not free?

Other good websites to use during this lesson

http://www.ucsf.edu/about_ucsf/history_philosophy/ishi.html
http://www.abcnews.go.com/sections/science/DailyNews/ishi990405.html
HOMEWORK



Write a letter to the Smithsonian Museum explaining






Why you think Ishi’s brain should be returned.  The 






Letter must be word processed.

Task




Information/Questions

Recap




Bring all the pieces of the work together.  Explain






That the lesson is set over to assessment, and that






Their preparation work is as important as the 






Performance.

Groups 4

Scene




Pick 5 key moments in the story of Ishi’s life.  Tell






Students that they must use 5 still images in their






Piece as well as use Movement, verbal communication

Ishi the last tribal North American Indian

Additional Information

This information can be used at any time to give context to the work, but it is particularly important for the Forum theatre and the interview.

1. Ishi was a member of the Yahi Yani tribe.

2. His family were all killed by white Man.

3. His name means “man”.

4. He had a wife and a baby son. 

5. He was never violent.

6. He was depressed and scared when he met Waterman

7. The Yahi Yani Lived in Deer Creek in the foot of Mount Lasses

8. The Yahi Yani were well known for their pottery.

9. The tribe had no chief, all were equal.

10. They did not have war paint or feathers.

11. They had long hair.

12. They burnt their hair only when there was death in the family to signify mourning.

13. The Yahi sung their dead to heaven.

14. They were a peaceful tribe.

15. He live in Deer  Creek

16. They lived in caves not wigwams.

17. The Yahi were scared of the Pawnee Tribe who had classic Mohicans and war paint.

18. The pawnee used to kill with bows and arrows and scalp their victims

19. The Yahi never killed.

20. The Yahi did not ride horses.

21. Ishi was an artist and was highly intelligent.  He learnt to speak English “White man tongue”.

22. Ishi could not go home as he was the lone survivor.

23. The day his tribe were killed he was away fishing.  He came back to find them dead.

24. Kroeber was the only white man he trusted for a while.

25. He lived in the museum for 4 years.

26. He practiced his crafts to audiences there, but rarely spoke.

27. He die of TB aged 49.

28. The Yahi used the moon as their calender 12 Full moons equal 1 year.  Ishi was roughly 480 moons when he met Kroeber and 528 moons when he died.

29. He was a gently lovely man – a victim of racial abuse.

Title
Ishi





Year 8
Core skills used in Scheme of Work

Drama Specific

Social 
Relationship

Assessment

Still Image


Groups

Whole Group

Evaluation

Improvise


Support          Partner
           CriticalFriend

Mime



Kindness
 Pairs


Self assessment

Forum Theatre

Communication


Observation

Facial Expression

Leading

Body Language

Following

Thought Tapping

Partner

Teacher in Role

Mixed sex

Skills



Self discipline

Spatial Awareness

Co-operation

Themes


Respect

Resources



