Year 9 ~ The Stones 

Lesson 4

Topic:
The Stones
Theme:
Justice / Multi-role

AIMS:

	Content/Material
	· To consider how The Stones uses the device of multi-rolling and how this highlights the play’s themes of responsibility and justice.



	Dramatic Form
	· To use spontaneous improvisation as the basis for developing multi-rolling skills.



	PSD
	· To encourage the students to question issues of justice and appropriate punishment, in relation to the play.




Resources (including use of ICT): Whiteboard / markers (objectives)

Keywords: Multi-role, justice, responsibility, status/power

Assessment Focus: Evaluation

	STRUCTURE
	TEACHER THINKING

	REGISTER AND RE-CAP (8)
· What did we perform last week?  

· What did we do to help us deepen understanding of character B?

· What do you think should happen to B now?  What about A?

· Explain that character B is taken to the police station to confess.


	· Consolidate learning from the previous week.

· Explain what happens next in the plot.



	PAIR IMPROVISATION 1 (12)

· Pairs – A and B.  Set up space with 2 chairs.

· A has been caught smoking and is sent to the Head Teacher.  B you are the Head Teacher.

· How is character A feeling?  How will you show this?  How is character B different?  What is the relationship between these two characters?  (Refer back to the lesson on power/status).

· Start the improvisation and then spotlight.

· Swap over.  This time A plays a parent / carer and B plays a child who has just been brought home by the police after being caught stealing.

· How are the characters different? How are you showing this?

	· Use scenarios that demonstrate the same power relationship as the text but are easier for the students to relate to.

· Experiment with changing roles / status without the tie of a script.

· Each member of the class will have the opportunity to play 2 characters.

	PAIR IMPROVISATION 2 (25)
· A and B from the play are waiting in the police station to be interviewed.  What are they saying to each other?  How are they feeling?

· Still image & role-play.

· Character B stay where you are.  Set up the chairs as if you are in an interview room.  You are about to confess to the Police Inspector.

· Brief A’s as the Inspector.  They are in control, cocky, powerful.  They are going to interview character B to find out what happened / the facts.
· Go and stand behind your chair in the interview room and on my signal you enter the room.

· Allow the scene to develop and spotlight.

· Swap over.  Inspectors you are now playing character A.  Your mate has just grassed you up and you are waiting to be questioned by the police.

· Brief B’s as the Inspector.  B has confessed and you know A was involved.  B has grassed A up but how much is the truth?  

· Spotlight.

· Layer in a 'swap' to switch between characters.

· Did you find this difficult?  What are you doing to show the different characters?


	· Layer in the narrative of the play to develop understanding of the characters.

· Focus the pairs with a clear start to their improvisation.

· Define the space and allow time to engage with the character. 

· Discuss the character of the inspector to make the role accessible.

· Clear instructions to create a safe environment for the students to take risks.

· To stretch the work for more able pupils, this Inspector could be warm and manipulative, lulling A into a false sense of security. 

· Using quick changes to enable them to have a go at swapping between roles.



	WHOLE GROUP DISCUSSION (15)

· Explain that in the play 2 actors play all the characters – and there is an interview scene!

· Why do you think multi-rolling is used?

· What skills would the actors in this play use?

· How effectively did the pairs distinguish between the different characters they were playing?  Why?  How did they use voice and space?

· What do you think should happen to A & B next?

· Should they be convicted of murder?

· Should B be given a stronger punishment than A?

· How do you feel about the situation A and B are in?  Should they be punished or is this punishment enough?  How should they be brought to justice?


	· Opportunity to assess EVALUATION.

· Encourage reflective discussion of a situation where the answer is not clear-cut.

· Layer in the key word of justice.
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