Year 9 ~ The Stones

Lesson 5

Topic:
The Stones
Theme:
Challenging Stereotypes
AIMS:

	Content/Material
	· To consider how the characters in The Stones can be represented and judged stereotypically.



	Dramatic Form
	· To use off-text role-play to piece together a history for one of the characters and deepen understanding of their actions.



	PSD
	· To encourage students to challenge stereotypical media representation, particularly in relation to teenagers.


Resources (including use of ICT):
Whiteboard / markers (objectives)
Keywords: Stereotype, off-text role-play, media representation/misrepresentation, judgement
Assessment Focus: Exploration of Issues

	STRUCTURE
	TEACHER THINKING

	REGISTER AND RE-CAP (10)

· What happened to the characters?  What next?

· What did we have to do to swap between characters?  Was this difficult?

· Why do you think ‘multi-rolling’ is used?

· What is there a risk of? (Exaggeration.)

· Are the characters male or female?

· Challenge any assumptions that the group makes Explain that without being aware of it we all make stereotypical judgements about the people around us.  What do you think I mean by that?

· Today we are going to be focusing on character B.  How do you think we can avoid playing this character in a stereotypical way?  (Using off-text work to find out more about the character.)


	· Recap on the learning objectives of the last lesson returning to a key word.

· Link discussion to today’s aims in relation to stereotypes.

· Point out their stereotypical judgements.

· Gauge their level of understanding with the concept.

· Link the issue back to performance skills and the purpose behind using the drama forms of the lesson. 



	WHOLE GROUP HOTSEATING WITH TIR (10)

· You are going to have the opportunity to hotseat character B.  What does this mean?

· What do you want to find out?

· Put your hands up to ask TIR as B a question.

· Example answers = B’s name is Daniel.  His older sister bullies him.  Their parents spoil her and they ignore him.  He is ashamed of the fact he is bullied by a girl and lacks confidence.  His friends are always daring him to do stuff.  He acts tough because he does not want to be bullied. 

· Out of role discussion – what have you discovered about character B?  Has it changed your opinion of the character at all?


	· Introduce a different drama form and the reasons behind using it.

· Set clear ground rules.

· Use this to develop clear reasons why B threw the stones but develop the character how you wish.

· Reflect on how this drama form has helped us to build a history for the character.

	SMALL GROUP WORK (15)

· Groups of 4.

· To continue to explore character B we are going to look at his family - B, a younger brother, an older sister and a parent.

· Create a still image of a typical family scene at teatime (6.30pm) before the motorway incident.  Show all the different relationships through facial expression, gesture and use of space.

· Spotlight the images and discuss.

· Narrate into the scene that both B and his older sister have letters of praise from school to give to their parents.  However, B is ignored…

· Bring the images to life and spotlight.

· What else have we discovered about B?


	· Further develop character understanding.

· Add an extra element of tension as the basis for a small group improvisation.

	PAIR ROLE-PLAY (15)
· A is playing either the mum or dad.  B is playing character B.  The parent has just picked him up from the police station and they have driven home in silence.  They enter the lounge.  How do you think B is feeling?  What does he want his mum/dad to do/say?  

· Still image, role-play and spotlight

· How do you feel about character B now that you have a deeper understanding of his background, history and family life?  


	· Role-play to consolidate all that has been discovered about B.

· Opportunity for more able members of the group to support the work of others.



	WHOLE GROUP DISCUSSION (10)
· Write on the board the following newspaper headlines, ‘Guilty!  Tearaway teenagers brutal game ends in murder’ and ‘Teenager 13, haunted by rock death…’
· What do these headlines make you think about the characters?

· Where do stereotypes come from?

· Do you believe everything you read, hear or see?

· Why do you think that the media often misrepresents things?  How does it do this?

· How do you feel about the way teenagers are represented in the media?

· Does theatre reinforce or challenge stereotypes?


	· Opportunity to assess EXPLORATION OF ISSUES.
· Return to the influence of the media in creating stereotypes.

· Encourage reflective discussion in relation to the issue of media representation and relate this to the lives of the students.
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