Year 9 ~ The Stones

Lesson 6


Topic:
The Stones
Theme:
Guilty or Not Guilty?

AIMS:

	Content/Material
	· To consider the different arguments surrounding the verdict of the play’s trial and to relate this to its central themes. 



	Dramatic Form
	· To develop spontaneous improvisation into a thought tunnel to enable active participation in all aspects of the debate.



	PSD
	· To reflect on the play’s themes of responsibility, consequences and justice, and to relate these to the students’ lives.


Resources (including use of ICT):
Whiteboard / markers, traffic sfx, script (for reference)
Keywords: Verdict, trial, thought tunnel, responsibility, consequences, justice, criminal age 

Assessment Focus:
Role

	STRUCTURE
	TEACHER THINKING

	REGISTER AND RE-CAP (10)

· What did we find out about B?  How might the media represent B?

· How did we use drama to challenge our stereotypical thoughts about B?

· Explain that this will be our last lesson on The Stones and we will be considering whether Character B should be found guilty of murder and what might happen as a result.

· What defence might B have?  What is going against this character? 


	· Recap on the learning objectives of the last lesson returning to the idea of stereotypes.

· Communicate lesson aims to the group.

· Begin to layer in both sides of the argument.



	PAIR SPONTANEOUS IMPROVISATION (20)

· Choose their own pairs – label A and B.

· A is playing the son or daughter of the man who was killed by the stone that B threw.

· B is playing character B.

· Communicate that this is spontaneous improvisation.  Why do you think we are using this?

· These characters have met by mistake at the police station.  Your conversation starts with A; ‘I don’t know how you can live with yourself…’

· How might B respond?  How are the characters feeling?  How will you show this?

· Create a still image to begin your scene – think about status from the last lesson.

· Countdown, freeze, role-play and spotlight.

  
	· Opportunity to assess ROLE.

· Students explore the debate as characters within the story.

· Ensure understanding of drama form.
· Set the scene and support less able students by providing the starting point and discussing how it can develop.
· Focus the students.


	WHOLE GROUP THOUGHT TUNNEL (10)

· We are now going to create a thought tunnel for character B.  What might this help us understand?

· Split the group into 2 lines facing each other.

· Select someone to play B.

· One side is for B the other side is against – 1 min to discuss with your neighbour what you will say.

· Stand how you feel – aggressive or victim?

· Freeze and play motorway traffic sfx.

· B slowly walks down the centre whilst each person takes it in turn to speak.

· Can be built into a sound collage; repetitive movement can be added etc.

· What was it like playing B?


	· Ensure understanding of the purpose behind using this drama form.

· Opportunity to stretch the work of a more able student.

· Provide a physical focus through guidance and questioning.

· Layer the task so that it can build and deepen.

	WHOLE GROUP VOTE (10)

· Group back into a circle.

· Return to the text and read the verdict.

· How do you feel about the ending?

· You are now going to judge for yourselves whether you would find character B guilty or not guilty.

· Place the verdict cards each side of the circle.

· Position a chair in the centre to represent B.

· Students to put their hands up when they are ready to vote and they should position themselves in a freeze on the side they agree with.

· Try to show physically how you feel about B.  Do you feel anger?  Pity?  Help B or punish B?

· When the group have voted, shoulder tap – why do you believe B is guilty/not guilty?  What punishment / sentence would you give B?  Would they be able to go back to living their lives normally now?  Do you believe that they won’t get themselves into more trouble?  Why will jail sort them out?


	· Complete the story.

· Students to make their own decision about the debate now they have thoroughly explored the arguments.

· Students take responsibility for saying when they are focused and ready to enter the space.

· Give them a physical focus.

· Start with more able students and differentiate the questions.



	WHOLE GROUP REFLECTION (10)

· In this last image, how were you physically showing how you felt about what B did?

· Do you think that you are responsible for your actions?  At what age did this happen?

· Why didn’t B consider the fact that the throwing of the stones might kill someone?

· What is the criminal age in this country?  What does this mean?  How do you feel about this?
· Has justice been done if B is found not guilty?

	· Consolidate the learning objectives of the whole scheme in relation to the play’s themes and how drama form has been used to explore these.
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