THE GREAT DEBATE

Quinn and Russo are in a pub buying drinks.  Quinn bought the last round of drinks and tells Russo it is his turn to pay.  Russo argues with him.  Quinn gives up and comes over to the bar to pay.

Quinn
OK, my shout it is.  I don’t know what is wrong with you at the moment you’ve been acting like this for days.

Russo
Oh look, I’m sorry, I’m just fifteen years old, I haven’t got a clue what I’m doing, where I’m going or who I’m with.  You’ve got to excuse all my actions.

Quinn
Oh come on Russo, it’s the same as the kids playing chicken on the railway tracks, same as the kid pulling the chair from under someone and laughing at them falling on their arse.

A
They’re not the same.  The kid playing chicken is going to kill himself.  The one who pulls the chair out, if that kid falls and breaks his back the one who slid the chair out should be held responsible, especially if he’s 13, or 15, that’s old enough to know that’s a stupid act.

Quinn
Well go on, lock ‘em up for 15 years for pulling a chair out from under someone.

Russo
I’m not talking about their punishment, I’m talking about whether or not they are guilty, and as far as I’m concerned, at 13 or 15, they’re guilty.

B
And all I’m trying to say to you is that these kids made a mistake.

Russo
Oh that’s crap.  They knew what they were doing.

B
They’re average kids like you once were.

Russo
Go on then, let them off.

Quinn
That’s not what I’m saying.

Russo
Yes you are, you’re saying that a kid can put bullets into a gun, go to a playground, shoot a few kids and that’ll be a mistake.

Quinn
I’m not saying that.

The argument breaks into a voting situation in the pub with everyone being asked to vote yes or no to the kids’ guilt. 

Quinn
OK, well why don’t you and your vigilante mates go out in the street and hang the two boys, go on, that’s what you want to do isn’t it?

Russo
What if it was your father in the car?  What if it was your mother and she gets a rock through the chest and it kills her and you’ll never see her again?

Quinn
And what if it was your 10-year-old girl who was up there on the bridge and threw the rock?  What would you do then?  Your own kid?

