THE VERDICT

Russo
The next day, we’re back in court, waiting for the jury, and the verdict.  As usual, the courtroom is packed.  Finally the jury arrive, they take their place.  The judge enters and everyone stands.  The judge then asks the head juror to read out the verdict…

‘For manslaughter and six separate counts of recklessly endangering life…not guilty.’

Pause.  B lets out a huge release of tension and surprise, hugging Russo and crying.  Russo helps B regain composure to face the judge.

Russo
The judge said these boys have been through enough.  He said that they could go home now…that they were free.

Russo becomes A, smiles broadly and begins leaving the court.  

A looks at B and makes the sign of the ‘thumbs up’, a sign of victory.  B returns the ‘thumbs up’ reluctantly and then addresses the audience.

B
During the trial, there was a woman who sat up the back.  She was on her own.  She didn’t speak to anyone.  She wasn’t there at the end to hear what happened to us.  She was the wife of the guy I killed in the car.

