Year 8 Drama

Introducing the Still Image

Aims & Objectives

· To introduce and utilise the Explorative Strategy of the Still Image

· To improve focus, gesture and facial expression 

· To learn and perform a sequence of still images fluidly and with clarity
· To improve spatial awareness and use of levels

· To understand how a Still Image can enhance a piece of drama
Lessons 1 & 2 - Resources – a drum or whistle, pre-written cards with 4 emotions written on them (or use whiteboard if available) 

· Discuss the history of tableaux (The Victorians used to perform them as entertainment along with charades as they had big families and were able to divide into two teams, one team would create a tableau of an historic event and the other team would have to guess it)

· Explain that in drama these are often called Still Images and that the Still Image is a GCSE Explorative Strategy (easier to remember as it is as it sounds!)

· What skills do we need to create effective still images bearing in mind that you cannot move or talk? How is the idea communicated to an audience? 

· Ask the students how they can be used to good effect in performance pieces.

· Discuss situations where still images could be used and how – places, events, emotions etc.

Class activity

· Whole class to stand in a space and move around the room
· When they hear ‘freeze’ they must stop and wait for a number and on hearing the number they must move into a group consisting of (or as close to as possible so no-one is left out) this number
· They are then given a situation and 2 minutes to create a still image that represents it thinking about the skills discussed to create an effective still image
· Count down 10, 9, 8 and so on, when get to 1 and hear ‘freeze’ they must assume the still image position for the teacher to observe
· Do this activity several times ranging from events such as ‘Wedding’, ‘The missing watch’, ‘broken object’ ‘surprise’ etc to historical events such as ‘The Battle of Hastings’, ‘The execution of Anne Boleyn’
· Before each new still image, repeat the movement around the room to ensure that the students work in different groups each time
· Come back to a standing circle and ask what made various still images effective
Group task

· Now explain that they are to get into a group of 4 or 5 students and that they are going to explore the use of still images in this same group using emotions

· Give the students an emotion and 3 minutes to create an effective still image, observe each groups image when finished 

· Repeat with the next emotion which should be a strong contract from the first, and when ready, join the second image onto the first ensuring that the transition is fluid and everyone knows where they are going

· Repeat with a third, very different emotion and again go back to the first, through to the second on to the third using the drum as the cue to change from one image to the next. 

· Encourage the students to come out of the still image to look at it to check its effectiveness

· Have they made them look different? 

· Have they used facial expression and gesture in the best way possible?

· Varied levels and use of space (foreground and background)

· Not masking anyone?

· Does it illustrate up the given emotion?

· Join 4 still images together, changing at the beat of the drum or whistle practise to make a fluid and speedy transition from one image to the next 

· The last piece is to decide in their groups of their own emotion that they wish to convey which is kept a secret for the others to guess and joined onto the existing sequence as the fifth and final still image. Rehearse 

Homework – Using allocated place in Drama Booklet, storyboard the different still images your group created for the 5 different emotions

Lesson 2

· Quick recap about the skills required to perform still images

· Back into last lesson’s groups to finish and rehearse the sequence of 5 still images from last lesson

Performance and evaluation

· Each group is to perform their sequence of still images to the rest of the class using the drum to indicate transition to new image, what is the final still image?

· Class to comment on effectiveness and how realistic they were at showing the emotion in terms of; Stillness, facial expression and gesture, spatial awareness – levels and positions, transition from one image to the next

· Recap as to how and where a still image might be used or included in a bigger piece of drama

Homework – Write an outline for a piece of drama in your Drama Booklets using 3 or the 5 Still Images created
Extension – the homework described above could be used to create a piece of practical drama if appropriate
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