The NEW "Macbeth".

The scheme is based around gangs, gang leaders, gangsters and power struggles.

Aim is to explore the themes, issues and status of characters.

	Lesson
	Activity
	Objectives

	1
	Divide the class into four, mixed groups.  Pupils to develop characters, relationships, hierarchy, gang name etc, include a newcomer to the gang...  Record on paper.  Their leader/ guvner/ boss is at heart quite a good man. (Like Duncan.)  Like a narrator, in modern films, e.g. "Lock Stock" he will introduce, in a piece of Drama 'the gang', whilst they perform a series of frozen pictures.
	Building belief, committing to topic.

Cementing characters, dramatically.

RESOURCE:  CHARACTER CARDS.

	2
	The day/night after some big conflict against an opposing gang.  Boss is not present, the rest of the gang are on their way to his house.  Improvisation to clearly communicate what exactly happened in the conflict, they were successful.  Consider techniques to do this.  Furthermore, the prop of a newspaper must be used, in it the ambitious (but also superstitious) character reads his stars (that he will be the new leader.)
	Think about how to clearly communicate context to audience.

Status, dialogue.

	3
	Phone conversations between (Macbeth) and (wife.)  She's fed up with never moving on, persuades her husband to kill the boss.  He has left friends in another room to take the conversation, so the scene is split 3 ways.
	Techniques that could be used, split scene, two rooms.

	4
	(The newcomer is a spy and records CCTV footage of the murder of the boss.) Class to make up this footage, film it, decide what to show, what not to show in the murder. 

Start to develop a scene in MI5 where they are trying to frame (Macbeth), use the footage as part of the scene.  The gang members now become agents.
	Tension, filming techniques, think about how to combine film and live drama.

	5
	Finish last week's work.

Work on a news report that tells the story from a media point of view, include on the scene interviews/insider discoveries.
	Round up to gain an overall perspective and link to the play text.


Gang members to include:

Guvner:  A good leader, hard, but fair, generally known as a good boss, and a good guy (for a leading crook and gangster.)

Guvner's 2 sons:  Live under their dad's shadow, the eldest knows he will take his dad's place.  Loyal sons, always stick together.  

Mr. Ambitious:  Has done a lot for the gang in the past, well respected, but is really superstitious and very ambitious.

Mrs. Ambitious: Married to Mr. Ambitious, but a gang member in her own right, pushy, powerful woman, very manipulative.

Mr/s. Loyal:  Best friend of Mr. A.  Is always loyal, has always been loyal.  Their best characteristic.

Mr/s. Right:  Not a big-head, but knows everything, a decision maker and thinker rather than a do-er.

Mr/s. New:  An undercover MI5 agent, has infultrated the gang, hoping to catch them out and find some information to put them away.  He is unsuspected by the rest of the gang.

Stars:

The moon has shifted to Venus, so greatness beckons.  Soon you will have to call upon your leadership skills.  Testing times are ahead, and you must show you are made of steel.  Look innocent, but be devious to achieve what you deserve!

Guvner:  Status ?  You are a good leader, hard, but fair, generally known as a good boss, and a good guy (for a leading crook and gangster.)  You are proud of how you have built up the gang, your reputation and your two sons.  You never say, but your favourite is Mr. A.

Guvner's 2 sons: Eldest, status: ? youngest, status: ? Live under their dad's shadow, the eldest knows he will take his dad's place.  They are loyal sons and always stick together.  

Mr. Ambitious: Status: ? He has done a lot for the gang in the past, well respected and liked, but is really superstitious and very ambitious.  He has the reputation of being a highly intelligent hit man, deadly, accurate, and ruthless.  

Mrs. Ambitious: Status ? Married to Mr. Ambitious, but a gang member in her own right, pushy, powerful woman, very manipulative.  Nasty piece of work, but no-one knows this, they are blinded by her 'act'.

Mr/s. Loyal:  Status: ? Best friend of Mr. A.  Is always loyal, has always been loyal.  Has family, who are very important to him/her.  

Mr/s. Right: Status: ? Not a big-head, but knows lots, a decision maker and a thinker rather than a do-er.  Confident, positive and forward thinking.

Mr/s. New: Status: ? An undercover MI5 agent, has infiltrated the gang, hoping to catch them out and find some information to put them all away.  S/he is unsuspected by the rest of the gang.  He is finding it difficult because so far they all seem fine, but s/he has to remember they are killers.
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