James Oliver - Abstract

Silent Movies:a Year7 schemeof work.

Aims

Therearethreeaims forthisschemeof work.
The firsttwo relatedirectlyto the topic.

1) Forpupilstounderstandsome of the simple theoriesand techniques
of SilentMoviesand Drama.

Including: mime, facial expression, physical gesture, characterisation,
freeze-framesand the use of musicand placardsin performance.

2) Forpupilsto devisetheirown Silent Moviesusingthe above
mentioned skillsand techniques.

Thethirdaimrelatesto departmental criteriafor Year 7:
3) To encourage co-operationand work between the sexes.
Scope

Thisschemeofworkwill be taughtto three Year7 groupsoveran
anticipated periodof six weeks, with week 7 actingas a reserve lesson
foruncompletedwork, or showing film footage of pupils’ Silent Movie
presentationswith subsequentcritical evaluation.

Hopefully therewill be some collaborationwith the Music department.

Summaryof Content

Week 1 - Introduction. Show film extracts. Initial exploration of mime.

Week 2 - Facial expression, physical gesture, freeze-frames, chase and fight
sequences.

Week 3 - Respondingto Silent Movie music stimuli, subsequent presentations
using music and placards.

Week 4 - Working from text. Actingout shortstoryinmime Photostakenusing
digital camerato help pupils create their own poster.

Week 5 - Rehearsal using props, costume and musical instruments.
Week 6 - Presentationsand recording.

Week 7 - Playback and full evaluation.
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Skills Understanding Information
Mime Silent Movies- Genre Situation Comedy
Facial expression Performancetechnique Creative Skills
Physical gesture Critical evaluation

Freeze- frames Goodvs. Evil

Characterisation Clowning

Role Play Exaggeration

Performance

Creatinga poster
Useof Music & Placards
Evaluation

Differentiation- Work will be differentiatedin a variety of ways:

Differentiation By Resource - Filmextracts, Video camera & VCR,
Taperecordingsof ‘silent movie’ music.

Differentiation By Task - Pupils followan appropriaterangeof
tasks, building learningroutesi.e.solo, pair, smallgroup.

Differentiation by Support- Individual support fromteacher & small
group tutoring - with mixed abilitygroups. Celebrationof achievement.

Differentiation by Response - Making course objectivesand
assessmentcriteriaaccessible, ensuringthatresponsereflectswhatthe
student has achieved.

Differentiation by Outcome - Variety of tasksand homework, both
openandclosed.

Assessment

My ownworkwill be evaluated personallyandby atleastone other
memberof staff- my head of department.

Pupils’ learningwill be evaluatedin relationto theirhomeworkand
also posterdisplayas wellas individualand small group presentations.

Oral evaluationwillalsobe a majorpartof pupil’sassessment.
Particularly inrelationto pickingouteachothers magic moments,
linkingto a Celebrationof Achievement
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Recording

The final pack willinclude photographicevidenceof pupils’ practical
work, alongwith live videotape of pupils’ final small group
presentations.

My own assessmentand markingrecordsof pupils’ workwillalsobe
includedinthe pack. Demonstratingthe separate areas for assessment.

The pack will alsocontainalllessonplansandnotesalongwith
evaluationsand evidenceof pupils’ work.

Pupilswillalsocomplete Silent Movie Yr.7 DramaChallenge Exam
Questionsattheendofthetopicandsampleanswerswillalsobe
included.
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Silent Movies:a Year7 schemeofwork

Therearemanyreasonswhy | have chosento undertakethis particular
schemeofworkat CanonPalmer Catholic School.

The firstreason,isthatthe firsthalfofthe SummerTerm, inrelation
tothe School’sYear7 DramaProgramme of Study (Departmental
Handbook)is referredtoasa DramaChallenge - which effectivelyis
a practical examinationof the Student’swork. This ‘challenge’ must
providethemwithan opportunityto putinto practiceand developthe
skillsand techniquesused duringtheir firstyearandalsoactively
reinforce learning.

The Silent Moviesschemeofwork | have developed has numerous and
varied activitieswhich enablesthe Drama Teacherto gaina wide range
of marksforeachpupil - includinga variety of written activities. This
isdesignedto allowthe Teacherto identify eachpupil’sstrengthsand
weaknesses, provingvery useful forend of year Reports.

The contrastof activitiesensuresthatthe work is differentiatedin a
numberof ways (pleasereferto Abstract) and the concentrationon
mime, physical gesture & facial expressionisthereto particularly help
those pupilswith Englishas a Second Languageand alsothose who still
lack a little confidencein Drama- to play a fulland active partin
practical work. Purposely selected mixed abilitygroupings are enforced
to makesureall pupils havethe opportunityto achievethe bestthey
are capable of.

Thisschemeofwork has beendesignedinsucha way,asitcanbeleft
attheschoolto possibly formthe basisofthe Year 7 Drama
Challengein futureyears. Thereforeitisimportantto stresshow the
schemeofworktiesinwiththe DramaDepartmentaims & objectives
for Year7.

Aims

Therearethreeaims forthisschemeof work.
The firsttwo relatedirectlyto the topic.

1) For pupilsto understand some of the simple theories and techniques of Silent
Moviesand Drama.

Including: mime, facial expression, physical gesture, characterisation, freeze-
framesand the use of music and placardsin performance.

2) For pupilsto devisetheirown Silent Moviesusing the above mentioned skills
and technianes.
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Departmental Aims

Thethird mainaimrelatesto departmental criteriafor Year7:
3) To encourage co-operationand work between the sexes.

However, therearesix other Departmental aims whichare actually
adequately addressedinthe Silent Moviesscheme of work:

4) To laythe foundation for effective Dramaactivitiesand experiences.
5) To develop confidenceand concentration.

6) To develop co-operation, sensitivityand empathy with peers.

7) To overcomereluctanceand shyness.

8) To encouragerespectforotherpeople’swork.

9) To encouragerespectforthe cultural backgroundof others.
Itisanticipatedthatthislastaimwillbe addressedviathe diversityof
the final small group presentationsand includingthe factthat Groups

are mixedgender & race.

Departmental Objectives

As wellas coveringall DramaDepartmentaims (insome form), the
topicalsoallowsforthe possibilityofevery Year7 objectiveto be
coveredthroughoutthe seriesof sevenlessons:

1) Beginto develop an understandingof co-operative group work.
2) Beginto developa senseoftrustineachother.

3) Beginto improve listening skills.

4) Beginto improve observation skills.

5) Beginto develop spacial awareness.

6) Increase physical controlby meansof freeze framingand movement.



7) Beginto developan understandingofthe use of language registers.
8) Encourage imaginativeresponsesto Dramaexperiences.
9) Beginto createsimple characterisationsandroleplay.

10) Beginto develop an understandingof the evaluationof practical
work, both theirownandthatof others.

11) Beginto develop a vocabularyof Dramaterminology.
Pleasereferto separate lessonplanswhich indicatethe separate
objectives for each lesson.

School Objectives

Lastly, whendevisingthisschemeofwork|l feltitimportantto fully
takethe Schoolas wellas the subjectintoaccountwhen planningwork.

Therefore, | am pleasedthatthe topiccoversseveralof the objectives
highlightedinthe Canon Palmer Catholic School Mission
Statement:

1.c)Tohelppupilsuse alanguagesensitivity and appropriatelyin
communicationwith others.

2.a)Helppupilsdevelop lively enquiringminds with the ability to
questionand arguerationallyand apply themselvesto tasks and
physical skills.

2.b) Tohelppupilsto acquire knowledge and skillsrelevantto an
adultlifeinemploymentin a fast changingworld.

These three objectivesreferto the social skillswhich Dramais best
placedto actively encourage and develop. The Silent Movies scheme of
workisnoexceptionand certainlyallowsforthe developmentof these
social skills.



Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

Week5

Week 6

Homework Plan

(1) Fill'in a table highlightingthe differencesbetween
Filmand Stagein Silent Movies.

FILM STAGE
Recorded music Live music
Unlimited space Restrictions

Sets Use imagination

Properties Mime

(2) Writeyour own Dramadefinitionof the following key
words: Mime, exaggeration, facial expression, physical
gesture and dramatic tension.

(1) Evaluationof the techniquesusedin the lesson.
(2) Makeaonewordplacardi.e. “Help” or “Kiss”

Evaluation- How did your group interpretthe music and
what ‘silent movie’ did you create.

Createa posterto advertiseyour production. Youcanuse
cuttings from magazines, colouredpens andthe photograph
of yourgroup’simage.

Extrarehearsal. Makingyour own instruments! Also find
simplepropsanditemsof costume.

Performance Write-up.

(1) What pleasedyou mostaboutyour performance.

(2) Whatwas your magic moment.

(3) Ifyou performed againwhat improvementswouldyou
make andwhy?

(4) Setyourselftwo targets for future practical work.




Silent Movies- Lesson1

Objectives- By theendofthelessonthe pupilswillbe ableto:

(1) Understand and analysesome of the techniques and theories behind Silent

Movies.

(2) Usemime as an effectivedrama technique.

(3) Practice exaggerated physical gesture.

(4) Encourage imaginative responsesto drama experiences.

(5) Beginto developa vocabulary of Dramaterminology.

Assessment Method

Pupils’initial learninginthe topic -will be evaluated viatheir
homework. (See Homework Plan for Week 1 Homework)

Time Teacher Activity Pupil Activity
5 Mins | Welcomepupils Changeand prepare
10 Mins | Register. Explanationof Pupilsanswer names.
topic & H/wk - Final Writedown homework & key
assessmentto formbasisof words fortopic.
Reports. Ask questions.
5 Mins | Soloworkinstruction- must | 1) Tryingto franticallyteara
be exaggeratedand silent. pieceof paper.
Spotlighting. 2) Tryingto pickupacoin
stuckto the floor.

10 Mins| Pairs,4’s & 8°’s Workingas ateamtotryand
dislodge a chairstuckto the
ground.

5 Mins | WholeGroup - roleplay. Sticky Glue.

5 Mins | Evaluation® Techniquesand Humour
Dramatic tension.

10 Mins| Showshortclipof “TheKid” | Thinkaboutquestionsbelow.

5 Mins | Leadevaluation 1) Whyisit funny?

2) Whatisthe acting like?
Make sure pupilsrecognise 3) How doesthe musicand
the link between answers placardswork?
givenand homework. 4)How is filmdifferentfrom
stage?
5 Mins Instructpupilstotidy roomandchange footwearpriorto

dismissingthem. Furtheropportunity to ask questions.




Silent Movies- Lesson 2

Objectives- By theendofthelessonthe pupilswillbe ableto:

(1) Recognise and use physical gesture.

(2) Use freeze framesto explorean ideaor theme.

(3) Understand the comic effectand use of ‘chase’ and ‘fight’ sequences.

(4) Beginto developan understanding of co-operative group work.

(5) Increase physical control by means of freeze framing & movement.

Assessment Method

Individual marks for co-operationand use of freeze frames. Assessment
willalsocomeviatheirhomework. (See Homework Plan for Week 2)

Time Teacher Activity Pupil Activity
5 Mins | Welcome pupils Changeand prepare
5 Mins | Register.Collectin H/wk & Pupilsanswer names.
explanationof new H/wk. Writedown homework.
Q) Whatkindof wordswould| A) ‘Help!” *Kiss” ‘Pow!’
appearona placard? ‘Ohno!” *“Ahhh!” etc.
10 Mins | Showclip from ‘The Kid.’ Answer: 1) Whyisitfunny?
2) Whatbitsdidyou like?
Leadevaluation ® 3) How didthey use captions
and music?
5 Mins | Physical Gesture Warm-up. Runningonthespot -
Chase & FightScene gestures | throwinga punch, shaking
- alongside Chase music. fist, performinga kick,
pointinga finger.
5 Mins | Solowork.F.F.toshow 1) Tramp 2) Police Officer
different characters. 3)Bully4) Hero
10 Mins | Pairs. Show a fightusing 3 Think about: Safety &
F.F.Spotlightsome pairs. Beginning/ Middle/ End.
5 Mins | Groupsof4-5.Showa Chase | B/M/E & Slow motion
sceneusing 3 F.F. movementbetweenF.F.
5 Mins | Spotlight & Evaluation Q) Whois beingchased?
What charactersare there?
How do we know?
5 Mins | Group Evaluation What have we learnttoday?
5 Mins Instructpupilstotidy roomandchange footwearpriorto

dismissingthem. Further opportunity to ask questions.




Silent Movies- Lesson 3

Objectives- By theendofthelessonthe pupilswillbe ableto:

(1) Appreciatethe use of musicin Silent Moviesanduseittodevelop atextin
performance.

(2) Beginto develop an understanding of co-operative group work.

(3) Increase physical control by means of freeze framing and movement.

(4) Beginto improve observationand listening skills.

Assessment Method

Group marks - (individually moderated) will be givenfor Small Group
Presentations. Assessmentwillalsocomeviatheirhomework. (See
Homework Plan for Week 3)

Time Teacher Activity Pupil Activity
5 Mins | Welcomepupils Changeand prepare
5 Mins | Register.Collectin H/wk & Pupilsanswer names.
explanationof new H/wk. Write down homework.
5 Mins | Setup previously designated | On pieceof papergiven -
groups & puttheminspace. [ Writenamesand Group no.
10 Mins| Play 4 piecesof SilentMovie | 3 0or4 wordsto describe
music. music - pace, feelings,
emotions, story.
12 Mins| Setuprehearsal _Note use Task: Choseone pieceof
placardsthat were made for music and createa sceneto
H/wk, as muchas possible. be performed alongside it.
Rememberto use emotions.
18 Mins | Performance & Evaluationof | Performoranswer questions.
all Groups. (Sevengroups) 1) Magic Moment?
2) How doesthe musicand
Note orderdeterminedby placardshelp the drama?
musicon tape. 3) Useof othertechniques?
5 Mins Instructpupilstotidy roomandchange footwearpriorto

dismissingthem. Furtheropportunity to ask questions.




Silent Movies- Lesson4

Objectives- By theendofthelessonthe pupilswillbe ableto:

(1) Work co-operativelyin mixed groups.

(2) Developimaginative responsesto Drama experiences.

(3) Beginto createsimple characterisationsand role plays.

(4) Beginto improve observationand listening skills.

Assessment Method

Group marks - (individually moderated) will be givenfor Small Group
Presentationsof theirfrozen pictures. Assessmentwillalsocomevia
their homework. (See Homework Plan for Week 4)

Time Teacher Activity Pupil Activity

5 Mins | Welcomepupils Changeand prepare

5 Mins | Register.Collectin H/wk & Pupilsanswer names.
explanationof new H/wk. Writedown homework.

5 Mins | Read- The Poor Wretch. Listenandstartto think

about movements.

10 Mins| Solowork - Readupto “there| Actoutthestory using
standsthe evil landlord.’ exaggerated mime.

10 Mins | Pairwork - Narratetherest | 1)Onepoorperson
of the story, forpupilstoact| 2) Oneevil landlord
outusing mime. ifa3)OneHenchman

15Mins| Groupwork- Devisea Ingroupsof4orb.
‘Silent Movie’ versionofthe | 1) Onepoor person
scenewhichendswiththe 2) Oneevillandlord
hero/heroinerescuingthe 3) Oneevilhenchman
poor person. Must finish 4) One hero/heroine
witha frozen picture. 5) One police-person

10 Mins | Presentationof frozen Performor Evaluate.
pictures. Take photographs Q) What techniquesand
to beused for posters. skillshave we developed
Note pupils mustleavespace | thislesson?
ontheirposterforan A4 Q) How hasthe group ended
sheet- Group photograph. their Silent Movie?

5 Mins Instructpupilstotidy roomandchange footwearpriorto

dismissingthem. Further opportunity to ask questions.

Silent Movie Scene Structure
1) Poorperson2) Villainand Sidekick 3) Capture 4) Railway Line
5) Rescue 6) Chase 7) Victory




Silent Movies- Lesson5

Objectives- By theendofthelessonthe pupilswillbe ableto:

(1) Develop an understanding of co-operative (mixed) group work & develop a
sense of trustin each other.

(2) Beginto develop spacial awareness.

(3) Develop imaginative responsesto Drama experiences.

(4) Beginto createsimple characterisationsand role plays.

(5) Beginto improve observationand listening skills.

Assessment Method

Group marks - (individually moderated) will be given for rehearsingin
their mixed ability groups. Assessmentwillalsocomeviatheir
homework. (See Homework Plan for Week 5)

Time Teacher Activity Pupil Activity

5 Mins | Welcome pupils Changeand prepare

5 Mins | Register. Collectin H/wk & Pupilsanswer names.

explanationof new H/wk. Write down homework.

5 Mins | ExplainExam Task: Listenandask any relevant
questions.

You havethelessonto create

a short Stage Silent Movie - Getinto pre-determined
which hasa clearthemeor groups.

message. Make sureyou use

all the techniques & skills

you have developedso far.

30 Mins Pupilsrehearse® | 1) Decideon story & theme.

2) Rehearsetheirstory.
Givesupervised help and 3) Decideon whatneedsto
assistance. Check for be done before performing
problems. Any needs? nextweek.

10 Mins | Spotlight Groupsfor1l Min. | Q a) Whatam | looking for?
b) How successful has the
group been?

c) How canthey improve
their mark?

5 Mins Instructpupilstotidyroomandchange footwearpriorto

dismissingthem. Further opportunity to ask questions.
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Objectives- By theendofthelessonthe pupilswillbe ableto:

(1) Develop an understanding of co-operative group work.

(2) Appreciatedramain performance as both participantand spectator.

(3) Beginto developan understandingof the use of language registers.

(4) Beginto developa vocabulary of Dramaterminology.

(5) Begintodevelopan understanding of the evaluation of practical work, both
theirown and thatof others.

Assessment Method

Group marks - (individually moderated) will be given for final small
group presentations. Assessmentwillalsocomeviatheirhomework.
(SeeHomework Plan for Week 6)

Time Teacher Activity Pupil Activity
5 Mins | Welcome pupils Changeand prepare
5 Mins | Register. Collectin H/wk & Pupilsanswer names.
explanationof new H/wk. Write down homework.
5 Mins | Reaffirmtaskand Ask any relevantquestions
expectationsof behaviour. orraiseproblems.
10 Mins| Checkgroupsarereadyto Opportunity forshortrecap
perform. Eradicate problems. | and practice. Organisation.
30 Mins| Presentations. Performor answertwo
questions foreachgroup:
Organisespaceandsetup 1) Whatwas the Silent Movie
video-camerato record Silent | aboutand whatwas their
Movies. theme?
2) Whatwas their magic
moment - describewhy it was
effective?
5 Mins Instructpupilstotidyroomandchange footwearpriorto

dismissingthem. Further opportunity to ask questions.




Silent Movies- Lesson?7

Pupilsenterandarrangetablesand chairsready for their exam.

Afterashortexplanationand reaffirmationof expected behaviour,
pupilshavetherestofthelessonto completethe exam questionsin
silence.

Itisanticipatedthatthe Drama Teacherwillsurveythe classandgive
helpto pupilswho havedifficulty readingthe questions.



Silent MoviesYr.7 DramaChallenge Exam Questions

Writethe title alongwithyour name and formon eachseparate piece
of A4 paperyou use.

Please answereach question honestlyandinas muchdetailas possible.
Youarewelcometo useyour Dramabooksandinclude sketchesand
drawingsofyourwork. Rememberto use the languageof Drama.

1) Whatwas the theme of your Silent Movie? Why did you chose thisas a theme?

2) How well did you work as a group? Did your ideas changea lot duringthe
rehearsal process.

3) Who was your character(s) and what skills & techniquesdid you use to create
them. Give examplesof the physical gestures (i.e. shaking fists), facial
expressions and exaggerated mime you used.

4) What Drama and Silent Movie techniquesdid your group useinyour work?
Give detailed examples of freeze-frames, slow motion, mime and placardsyou
usedinyourSilent Movie

Bonus How did these help tell your story and communicate the theme?

5) If you performed again - what changeswould you maketo improve your work?

6) Whatdid you like best about other group’s work? What was one group’s magic
moment - describe why it was so effective?

7) What was your favourite momentduring the Silent Movies Topic and why?

8) Finally, write down your two targets for future practical work.

If youhave finished, read through your answers and check that they make sense
and thatyour spellings are accurate.

Welldone.



The Poor Wretch

It’s snowing, it’s very cold - you are shivering. The house
you live inis letting in the wind.

You are starving, you haven’t eaten for days. You decide to
check the cupboards one last time for something to eat but
they are all empty!

You have an idea! - looking down at your feet you remove
your old boot. Smell the leather aaaaahhhhh. Take out the
lace that will do for afters. You find an old pan and you take
itto the sink to fill it with water but alas the taps are
frozen.

You hobble outside into the snow and collect some in your
pan. You come back inside shivering all the time. You find
you last match - light it carefully - light your candle and
then hold your pan over the candle. Slowly the snow starts
to melt and steam rises, you feel better already. Take your
boot and putitinthe pan - stiritaround - oh the lovely
aromal

Suddenly you hear a knock at the door. You ignore it but it
comes again. You decide to go to the door - you open it -
there stands the evil landlord with his more than evil
sidekick.

They burst into the room, searching for the rent, but they
find nothing. They march you out of the house, you plead
for mercy, but no they force you to march down the hill. At
the bottom of the hill they tie you to the train track, waiting
for the arrival of the next train!!

(Here the old movie breaks down.)



