Teacher in Role

The session introduced you to a simple ‘gear lever’ to help inform your use of Teacher in Role. 

We used the story of Cinderella as everyone knew it.

The categories were divided into High, Medium and Low Status Characters.

High Status Character  - the Wicked Stepmother, who is high status in the Story.

This can be subdivided into three levels at which you choose to play her status within the story.

	High
	T in R performs a brutal attack on an invisible Cinderella and is vicious and nasty. She tells her to scrub the floor and storms into the circle moaning and complaining about Cinderella. She asks rhetorically what anyone can do with such a wretch.

Pupils cannot go anywhere with such a bully. All their answers are flattened and you run the risk of having a mutiny (which you might want) or the pupils closing up because they have no ‘right answer’.

You can use such a tactic for scene setting, story telling and for modelling language and behaviour – for example Queen Elizabeth I, reading a diary extract about the Armada.

	Medium
	T in R as Stepmother with her friends who have come for tea.

She pitches her daughters’ charms too high – vulgarly so and do sets up the scene for some back biting when she leaves the room to harass Cinderella for more tea.

This is where you can use role to stir up a can of worms and then let them feast on it. You can come back and forth with new material to keep this going. They have to interface with the feed you are giving them and you are in the drama with them and can sometimes step outside – good weaning strategy.

	Low
	T in R as stepmother writing to agony aunt about how she hates herself. She does this on a computer and it could appear above your head on an EWB to support visual learners.

When she asks for a response the class type back, making a computer in pairs to perform their piece. This provokes an ‘expert’ response which is prepared in pairs and the theatre of the feed is responded to in a theatre mode.

The lower the status you play the higher theirs becomes and the richer the response.


 The Mid – Status Character is Cinderella’s friend who is mid status in the story but whose role can be unpacked at various levels within the story.

	High
	T in R as the friend whose dress has gone missing from her wardrobe. She is talking to an invisible mother – whose words the group have to work out for themselves. She is selfish at first but travels as her mother explains what has happened to her friend. She leaves the discussion on ‘Mother, what are we going to do?’

This is a subtle way of storytelling if you do not want to narrate and is a good example of how a high status pitch can work – she is being told the story. The class has a role as interpreter of half text and facial expression and so on.



	Medium
	On a par with the class, T in R as friend saying what a stupid thing she has done trying to visit Cinderella. She tells the story of the visit – being prompted by the class and steers it towards enlisting their help.

This provokes a fellowship with the class – you need their forgiveness and bank on their understanding – they had told you so and you are grateful they are not saying that! Your cold wet hungry apology for lateness gets a positive response

	Low
	This time the T in R enters the kitchen just as Cinderella has got back. The volunteer student rushes about for a countdown of ten trying to make sure the place looks as if she has not left it all evening. The friend then knocks. She is so excited about the ball and the dancing and the carriages and the food and the Prince – but not so happy about the outsider who ‘was all over him like a rash’.

Room for irony and comedy which is entertaining for the group – you can hand your part over if you wish. Good finisher for a lesson or a gap filler.


The Low Status Character was the luckless Buttons. He too can enjoy moments of high status within his role although he is seen as low status in the story.

	High
	T in R as Buttons with half a message – he clears the Market square because a carriage is coming through. He has a bucket and shovel as he has been sent to collect for the roses. He yells at the crowd to get them out of the way.

The class will ask what is all the fuss about – he says a carriage is coming through. He mentions it is a very posh carriage with a crown on the top – he has never seen it before. It is coming from the direction of Cinderella’s house.

This puts the townsfolk in a position of telling him that the Prince was said to be looking for the wearer of the glass slipper.

Good way of getting the to group tell the story – especially if Buttons has got it a bit wrong.

He can appoint another to climb up a tree and see if the carriage is royal and who might be in it. It adds pathos if Buttons is actually picking up horse droppings or is otherwise engaged when the coach comes through and he misses the sight.

	Medium
	T in R comes in with mime flowers. Buttons has saved for these for Cinderella’s birthday and asks group to confirm how lovely they are though cheap. However he needs help writing the card. He does love Cinderella but cannot bring himself to tell her – how should he write the card to let her know how he feels without feeling foolish?

Again the use of a computer is good here as the class help compose the card. This makes good links with emotional literacy and to a degree, sex education.



	Low
	T in R wiping tears away after the wedding. Buttons had a good seat and saw it all. Cinderella smiled at him as she went down the aisle. He wishes he could have made her that happy and is inconsolable.

Group will console him and pick out the positive – he had a good seat and she thought about him and to look out for him on that special day. Group can pull him round and often find a new girlfriend for him.


